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HENRI ETTA. 

BOOK THE Third. 
t: H A P. I. 

In which our heroine meets with a new dtfappoint^ 
ment^ and fome farther in/lances Dfrnifs JVoodbfs 
frienSJhip, 

HENRIETTA, being now left to her own 
reflections, beheld her late conduct in 
a light in which it had never appeared 
to her before ; the fenfe of blame fo juftly in- 
curred, filled her with remorfe and fhame. 
Hitherto (he had induftrioufly aggravated the 
caufe of her fears, that £he might notikind felf- 
condonned ; which to an ingenuous mind is o£ 
all others the greatcft evil : tut Mrs, -Willis had 
ilated her cafe too jufily* 

What force could give her unwilling hand to 

^e old baronet ? How could {he be cheated into 

Vol.. II. ' B a 
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ft HENRIETTA, 

a convent, when flic was forewarned of the de- 
fign ? From her obftinate oppofition to her 
aunt's w3], nothing worfe could have hap- 
pened than the lofs of her favour and protec- 
tion, which by her flight flie had anticipated. 
She novv wondered at the unreafonablenefs of 
her fears, and looked back with the deepeft re- 
gret upon the errors they had occafioned. 

Thefe melancholy thoughts, and her anxiety 
aoout the reception her aunt would give her, 
kept her wakin| almoft the whole night. As 
foon as it was light, flie rofe, and drefled her* 
fdf, impatient to be gone ; Mrs. Willis at her 
iummons made hafte to join her, and, when 
they had breakfafted, fet out immediately upon 
their journey; Henrietta full of perturbation 
and inquietude, Mrs. Willis with that ferenity 
which attends the confcioufnefs of doing what 
is right. 

The young lady^ as ftie drew nearer her aunt'a 
dwelling, found her emotions increafe ; one while 
ber imagination reprefented lady Meadows as 
kind and indulgent, ready to forgive her error, 
and to reftore her to her affediion ; and, imrne- 
diately after, flie would tremble with the ^ 
prebenfion of her fevere reproaches. 

Mrs. Willis perceived her uneafinefs, and 
ufed her utmoft endeavours to compofe her: 

but 
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HENRIETTA- 3 

but when die chaifc flopped at the door, flic 
was ne^r felling into a feinting fit j and her 
firiend vrzs obliged to afk if lady MeadQws was 
at home, for Henrietta was not able to fpeak. 

The fervant-maid who opened the door, hav- 
ing got a glytnpfe of the young lady as flic fat 
in the cfaaife, eagerly flew to the fide of it— 
•* O my dear mifs I" fgid ihe, ia a tranfport of 
joy, ** is it yw ?** 

*' How do you do, Jenny?'* faid mifs Cour- 
teney ; and trembling) added, ^* is my aunt at 
homer 

«^ My 19479" 6^ *<5 girl, ** fet out two days 
*< ago for her feat in Devonfliire. Oh ! mife, 
** here has been fad doings, poor Mrs. White is 
** turned away j there came an ugly mifchief* 
«' making lady from London, and told my lady 
*' a heap of ftories about you, and fo Mrs- White 
*' was turned away ; but won't you pleafc to 
' « alight, mife?" 

{Henrietta looked at Mrs. WUlis, for flie knew 
not herfelf what to refolve on, the news (he had 
heard having thrown her into the utmoft . per* 
plexity — *' I wifli we could fee Mrs. Whitc^'* 
faid Mrs. Willis to her in a whifper. ^ 

Mifs Coui;teney imn^ediately enquired of the 

maid, how long Mrs. White had left her aunt, 

and Habere ihe was to be found ? The girl told 

B'2 her 
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4 HENRIETTA. 

her fhe had been gone above a week, and that 
Ihe believed ihe was at her fitter's in Windfor. 
Henrietta had often heard her mentibn her fifter, 
who was married to a tradeCnan in Windfor ; 
and) after ihe had taken leave of the poor affec- 
tionate girl, who wept to fee her depart again, 
ihe gave the poft-boy diredions where to drive. 

Mrs. White, when the diaife ftoi^)ed at the 
door, heard from a little parlour where Ihe was 
fitting, the voice of mifs Courteney enquiring 
for her, and Hew with trembling eagerneis to 
meet her. 

«* Oh! mifs,** faid (he, taking her hand, 
and leading her into the room, ** I am rejoiced ' 
** to fee you : where have you been all this time ? 
*c —What an unfortunate creature was I to be 
«Vthe means of your taking fuch arafli refolu- 
<< tion — Oh \ that I had kept what I knew to 
« myfelf — But ferely, it was very unkind in 
** you not to acquaint me with your defign, n^t 
*^ to aik my advice. I might have prevented all 
*< this trouble ; but thank Heaven you are faCe 
<' and well — well I fee you are.'* 

Henrietta then intenupting the good woman, 
who, between chiding and fondnefs, had taken 
no notice of Mrs. Willis : " That I am fafc 
^' (faid (be) I sun oUiged to this gentlewoman ; 

« for 
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HENRIETTA. 
<^ for fome ftrange treachery was preparing for 
«* me, I believe, but her care has prevented it.** 

" Treachery ! ** interrupted Mrs. White — 
M Aye, you have met with enough of that, I 
*^ fuppofe : there was your new-found friend and 
** acquaintance, mifs — I forget her name, whom 
** you told all your fecrcts to ; you made no 
** fcruple to truft her, mils, though you was fo 
•* refervcd to me ; (he was the occafion of my 
*< lofmg my place. Ah ! mi(s, but I will opt 
<^ upbraid you *, I fee you are concerned : God 
•« forbid I (hould add to your uneafinefs j I have 
« faffered greatly upon your account. It was 
<• very unjdnd in you to put it in the power of 
<« a ftranger to do me fo much mifchicf : furely, 
<* I did not defervc fuch a return from you. But 
*^ God knows my heart, I would not upbraid 
^^ you for the world ; no, I fcorn it; but I have 
*^ been the greateft fufierer, I am fure, and yet 
•« I meant well/* 

« Was not the lady's name Woodby ? '* in- 
terrupted Henrietta, impatient to hear the par- 
ticulars of this new a3: of treachery and bafe« 
nefs. 

*« Aye, Woodby," replied Mrs. White, « a. 

•* difagrceable creature as ever my eyes beheld. 

** I fliall never forget how (he fidled into my 

" lady's dreffing room, and, half out of breath, 

B 3 *' told 
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« HENRIETTA. 

<^ told her, flie had taken the liberty to wait on 
*« her to bring her fome news of Irer niece. I 
<< could not hear dil{in£tly all Ihe faid, for my 
^« lady ordered me to withdraw 5 but I put my 
*< ear to the key-hole, as I had done once be* 
«* fore for your fervice, mifs, which I have rea- 
*< fon to repent. Heaven knows — but what is. 
** paft cannot be helped — it U not my \^ay to 
•' rip up things that are paft. 

-*< Well," faid Henrietta, ^^ but what did you 
« hearT 

" Nay, for that matter," refumedMrs. Whitpf 
<' I may draw myfelf into another fremune per- 
*^ haps : after what I have fufiered I oi^ht to be 
<< cautious; but I love you, mifs, and OMift tell 
*< you every thing, whatever it coft me,<aad that 
<< you have exj>erieBCcd already. Well^ihesiade 
<< up a horrible ftory, that you had gone aws^y 
<< fuddenly from lodgings where (he vifited you, 
<< and notwithftancfing the friendibip diefe was 
<< between you (and a great clutter (he. made 
<« with that word), you went away widiout giv- 
«♦ ing her any notice of your intention ; and this 
<' (he faid had a ftrange appearance." 

Mifs Courteoey lifted up her eyes here, in 
afionifhment at what (he heard. 

" As for me," continued Mrs. White, <« (he 
*< did my bufinefs in an inftant s for as foon as (he 
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HENRIETTA. 7 

** was gone, my lady feiit for me, and, in a 
*' violeot r»ge, told me I (hould not ftay another 
*' night in her houfc. She wad informed, (he 
<* faid, that I had been the caufcof your running 
" away, by filling your head with notions of her 
^ ** defigning to confine you in a convent. She 
" would hear nothing that I could fay in my own 
** defence ; and difmifled me that very evening." 

** I am exccffively forry,*' faid Henrietta, 
** that you fliould fuffer fo much on my account 
*^ —It was indeed very imprudent in me to be 
** fo communicative to mifs Woodby, bjtc I 
<< could not imagine fhe was capable of fo much 
** treachery. 

<< But how have you been able to conceal 
** yourfelf fo well, mifs, from the enquiries of 
«< all your friends ?" faid Mrs. White. « Mr. 
•« Dajner, it feems, your guardian's fon, knew 
*< not where to find you." 

« Did Mr. Darner fay, he knew not where I 
*« was ?" cried mifs Courteney, in aftonifhment, 

" He told Mr. Danvers ib," replied Mrs, 
White, "who went feveral times by my lady's 
** orders to enquire for you." 

" Was there ever fuch complicated trea- 

** cheryP* (aid Henrietta, looking at Mrs. 

\WiJlis with tears in her eyes^ <^' Well, my 

B 4 " dear, 
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8 HENRIETTA. 

" dear/* faid the good woman, ** there is at 
*' leaft_this advantage in -misfortunes, that they 
« bring us at laft to wifdom. You will for the 
'* future be more cautious how you- engage in 
*' fuch perilous cnterprizes,** 

« Ay, mifs'* faid Mrs. White, " and how 
*' you truft falfe friends to the prejudice of your 
** true ones— You fee what it has coft me— 
" but no niorc of that — I can forget and for- 
« give." 

" Well, and what is now to be done?*' faid 
mits Courteney, folding her hands with an air 
of defpondencc 

" It is eafy to anfwer that queffion," faid 
Mrs. Willis ; ** you muft write to your aunt, 
<< my dear, and give her an account of all that 
« has happened to you. There is certainly 
** fomething to condemn ia what you have 
*< done ; but in what you have fufiered, there is 
'« much to be pitied. I am .perfuaded' her ten- 
** demcfs will fitence her refentment. I hoped 
** to have left you with your aunt, mife," con- 
tinued Mrs. Willis ; " but frnce that cannot Be,, 
*' you will return with me, I fuppofe.** 

«* To be fure I will,'* faid mifs Courteney» 
«* with whom in my prefent fituation can I Be 
•« fo happy as with you ?'* 

Mrs* 
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HENRIETTA. 9 

Mrs. White defired (he might be permitted to 
come and fee her, to which Henrietta readily 
confented ; promiiing, if ihe was reconciled to 
her aunt, to ufe her utmoft endeavours to rein-* 
ilate her in her place. 

CHAP. II. 

Which throws new lights upon Mr. Darner* s 6e^ 
havioury and contains a very improving con* 
verfatlon. 

THE two ladies being again fcated in their 
poft-chaife, Mrs. Willis kindly applied 
herfelf to comfort her fair companion, whofe 
affefling filence (hewed a deeper fenfe of her 
new difappointment than any words could ek-* 
prefs. However, mifs Courteney felt in reality 
fewer perturbations and Icfs anxiety in her re- 
turn, than when flie began her journey. So 
true it is, that when we hope little, we fear little 
]ikewife« 

Sh6 now looked upon her aunt^s a(Fe£lron as 
irrecoverable; mifs Woodby^s viJe infinuations 
had ftrengtbencd her fufjpicions: Mr, Damer, 
when he found himfelf detected, would doubt* 
lefe account for his behaviour in a manner un* 
favourable to her > her unhappy flight had given 
.BS fuch 
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fiich z cokmr to her fucceeding anions, as ren- 
dered any juftiiicatbn^ of herfelf bcpelefs ; and 
the infidious chaplain might now with eafe con« 
firm thofe prejudices he had raifed. 

In this manner fhe reafoned herfelf into a be- 
lief that her misfortune was irremediable : defpair> 
as an ingenious writer obferves, being that 
cafe to the mind which mortification is to the 
flefli, Henrietta found fome relief in being 
freed from thatviciiStude of hopes and fears 
which had fo long held her mind in the mod 
racking fufpence; and, with a kind of gloomy 
fatisfa£lion, refigned herfelf to all the bitternefs 
of her fate. 

Mrs. Willis, who l^new not the peculiarities 
of lady MeadowsV temper, or if fhe had, would 
not perhaps have confidered, that obftinate people 
are ever moft obftinate in error, thought all 
things might be fet right %ain, by mits Cour- 
teney's giving a candid narrative of what had 
happened to her fince her leaving her ; ihe diere- 
fore prefled the young lady to delay writing to 
her aunt no longer than the next day. 

'* There are fome cafes,'* faid Mrs. Willis 
to her, when (he faw her fitting down to write^ 
*^ in which iimplicity is the greateft refinement 
^ of art ; yours is one of them : be asfimple and 

«in^^ 
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HENRIJETTA, m 

^^ ingenuous as you can in the account you give 
^* your aunt, and let the fa£b fpeak for them- 
•« felves." 

Henrietta followed her advice, and related 
every part of her condud iince ihe had left her, 
and the treachery and deceit that bad been ufed 
towards her, with the utmoft plainnefs and fin- 
cerity, and fav^ that £be had made her letter 
more afFeding by its fimplic^ty, than fhe could 
have done by the niceft touches of art. Mrs. 
Willis read it, and approved of it; and it was- 
immediately difpatched to the poft. 

Scarce was this little aflair over, when Mr. 
Damer fent in his name. 

«* I like this piece of Ceremony," faid Mrs. 
Willis J " it looks as if the man was alhamed 
*^ of what he has done : do you chufe to fee 
*< him, mifs ?" 

"Oh! no," replied Henrietta; "it would 
*' be ftrange, indeed, if I was willing to fee a man^ 
** whom you fufped of having fuch (hocking 
" defignsi and who I am fure has not a£led 
« honeftly." 

" Well then," faid Mre. Willis, " I virill g^ 
*• down to him, and hear what he has to fay." 

She returned again in lefs than an hour, fmil* 

ing. ** This young man," faid Ihe, " does 

•* not want fenfe : what would you fay, naifs^: 

B 6 " if 
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12 HENRIETTA. 

** if I was to tell you that he has pcrfuaded me 
« he has a£led very right, and with the beft in- 
•* tentions in the world." 

** I fhould fay that I am lefs unhappy than I 
*' thought I was," replied mifs Courteney ; *' for 
** furely'it Is a great misfortune to meet with 
** perfons who abufe our confidence and the good 
*^ opinions we have of them/' 

That misfortune," faid Mrs. Willis, "will 

in time become fo common, that you will feel 

it lefs fenfibly than you do now. The only 
'* way to avoid being deceived*. Is to be always 
-** *upon your guard againft deceit.** 

** That is to fay I muft be always fufptcious,** 
faid Henrietta; "this may be a very prudent 
** maxim, but my heart difavows it." 

" Alas ! my dear," rqplied Mrs, Willis, *' we 
** all enter upon the world with high notions of 
.** difirttereftednefs, friendfhip, fincerity, and 
** candor : but experience fbows us, that thefc 
" qualities exift not, or among fo very few, that 
*^ it does not fall to the lot of one mortal in a 
" thoufand to meet with them in thofe we con- 
•« traS friendftips with. The frequcntJifap- 
*< pointments we fufier in the fearch of them, 
." make fufpicion grow into a habit of think- 
** ing, which if it Icflens our enjoyments Icflcns 
** our inconveniencies likewife." 

" Then 
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HENRIETTA, 15 

<< Then I/' faid .miis Couitcney, " fhall be 
*^ always expofed to inconveniencies ; for I am 
** furc I can never bring myfelf ta (ufpeft perfons 
** who appear deferving of my good opinion : 
** and indeed I think it is more honourable to be 
•< often deceived^ than to be always doubting." 

« But it is not fo fafe/' replied Mrs. Willi% 
fmiling : ** however,, my dear, in unexperienced 
^^ youth like yours this way of thinking is meri- 
<< torious : the faults of the world can only be 
/< learned by a long acquaintance with it, and 
** by fafferlng from that acquaintance. Thofe 
** wbo derive this kind of knowledge from the 
«* heart rather than the head, are, indeed fafe 
<' themfelves, but dangerous to all others. 

** But I will keep you no longer in fuipence 
^' with regard to Mr. Darner* He has glofled over 
** his behaviour fo as to make me appear fatisfied 
^^ with it, which indeed it is neceilary I (hould, 
*' if I would not 'wifh to make an enemy cf 
.<< him ', and a very powerful one he might be to 
•* my husband. 

^< He asked for you as foon as he faw me, and 
*^ did not feem furprifed at the very flight excufe 
«< I made for your not feeing him. He exprefled 
<< great concern for the treatment you had re- 
<^ ceived from his wife 1 for in her fraodc rage it 

** fecma 
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«4 HENRIETTA. 

<( feems (be told him att that had pafied betw;een 

^< You find," faid he, *« I did not exaggerate 
«« my wife's failing.'* 

*• It is a great misfortune," replied I ; ** but, 
«* fir, I think if you had not made a fccret of your 
** conne£lions with mifs Courteney, Mrs. Da- 
** mer's jcaloufy would not have had fo plaufible 
^* an ^xcufe, nor would the young lady have had 
*' any reafon to complain of you." 

<< I (hould have found it abfolutely impoffible," 
faid he, ** to have concerned myfeJf in mifs Cour- 
«^ teney's affairs, or been of the leaft ufe to her, 
«< had my wife known any thing of the matter ; 
*« the very fight of mifs Courteney would have 
<< roufed her fufpicions, and have put it out of my 
*< power, to a£t either as a friend or guardian by 
*< her ; and, in her unhappy fituation, {he had 
•' great need of my care and attention." 

^'However, fir," replied I, « it was cer- 
<< tamly ill judged to conceal from mifs Cour- 
se teney, that you was married : what muft ihe 
*« think of fuch a ftrangc conduft ?" 

« Why, Mrs. Willis,'* refumed he, « I have 
<< already told you, that I could not own my mar- 
«< riage to mifs Courteney, without letting her 
^< into my reafons for not being able to offer >her 
'< an afylum in my houfe, during her aunt's dif- 

** plcafure. 
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H E N R I E T T A. 15 

^^ pleafure, an oiFer (he had great reafbn to ex* 
<< pe£t. I was unwilling to expofe my wife's 
<^ foible, and to raife fcruples in the young 
<< lady's mind, which might prevent her from 
«< receiving thofe little feryices from me which 
^* (he had fo much need of: I hope, you will re- 
<< prefent all this to her, and let her know how 
^ greatly I am affluSed at what (be has f^f- 
" fered.'* 

" To be fure I will," replied I j but mifi Cour- 
** Ceney tcHs me you have received letters from 
<< Mr. Darner, in which he acquaints you that 
^< there are fome foreign merchants coming to re- 
^^ fide in my houfe, and that (he was to be re- 
<^ moved for that reafon. I furprifed her greatly 
<< by faying I had heard nothing of it; and, in- 
<< deed I am a good deal furprifed myfelf at it." 

"Why, to be plain with you% Mrs. WilHs,** 
faid the young gentleman, ^' this was only an 
•* invention." 

" Indeed !'* faid I, looking very grave : <* to 
<< be fure you bad fome good reafon for it." 

•* Doubtlcfs I had," purfued he, " and you 

** yourfelf (hall be judge of my reafon This 

** is a bad world, Mrs. Willis, a very bad world : 
^< nothing but ftratagems and defigns, fraud and 
** cunning. Our fcx, Mrs. Willis, is in a ftate 
*^ of war with yours, our arms are fighs and 

♦* vows. 
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« vow8,^and flattery and proteftation, and (as 
*^ In alt other warfares) we iigbt to deftroy." 

<« Blefs us !" interrupted HenrietU, half faiil- 
ing> ^^ what could this fine preface lead to?" 

<< I proteft," refumed Mrs. Willis laughing, 
<< it was with the utmoft di£Siculty I compofed 
*< my countenance to a look of grave attention; 
<< while, he uttered all this with a folemn accent, 
<< and an air of infinite iniportance/' 
. ** Truly, fir, replied I, for fo young a gentle* 
<* man you think very gravely of thefc matters : 
** it is highly commendable in one of your years.*' 
. <« Heaven forbid, Mrs. Willis," faid he, 
^< that all men (hould be libertines ; but in fliort 
** it was to preferve mife Courteney from falling 
*< into the (hares of one, that I formed an ex- 
« cufc for fending her into the country." 

«« Vile diflferabler !" exclaimed mifs Courteney 
again, glowing with indignation ; ** preferve 
<« me from falling into the fnares of a libertine ! 
<< I hope my own discretion, without any aid 
<* from him, was fufliciettt to guard me agairift 
«• any fnares that a libertine could lay for me." 

*< I hope fo too,*' faid Mrs. Willis. 

Henrietta bluflied a little at this expreffion, 
which feemed, fhe thought, to imply a doubr, 
but would not intcrrtrpt Mrs. Willis again. 

« I told 
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I told you that this gentleman was very arc- 

All,'* continued the good womany ** as you 
-•* will be convinced by the ftory he felated.** 

*• You muft know," faid he to me, looking 
extremely wife, and lowering his voice, ** that 
^^ when I waited upon mifi Courteney at the 
'< lodgings ihe bad taken after (he left her aunt» 
^* I obferved a fine gay young man there, who 
^ followed me when I went out, and looked at 
^* me in a manner that (hewed great curioficy 
'^ and attention. It came into my head that 
^' this might be the fpaik of whom Mi6 Couv- 
•« teney's aunt was apprehenfive : I difcovcred 
'< that he lodged in the boufe with the young 
*' lady ; and thb circum(bnce I liked by no 
^ means* I refolved to remove her immedir 
'< ately> and place her with you : (he fa readily 
'* confented tomy propo(aI, that I doubted whe* 
<< ther I had not been extremely miftakep in 
«< my conje&ures concerning this young gentle- 
*^ man ; but a day or two after (he was fettled 
•« with you, my (park came to enquire for her 
'^ at my houfe : now it was plain that mift 
•* Courteney held fome correfpondence witU 
^^ him, otherwife he could not have i;nown where 
•^ to come after her. 

<< I happened not to be at home, and the 
^\ fervants told him, that no fuch perfon was 

«« there* 
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*' there* He came feveral times, and TO«'al- 
c( ways aii6vered in the fame manner. Hi» 
<^ enquiries at length readied die ears of my 
'< wife; (he defired he might be iheim up to 
<^ her apartment when he caane next ; and it was 
^* from him that fhe kai^ned nuft Courteney wa» 
^< under my care« 

•* To one of her temper it was enough to 
•• know that I had the management of a Jady^s 
** affairs, to make her fufpeft that I had a more 
** than otdinary tntereft in the lady hcrfclf. But 
"** flic concealed her thoughts from me : and I, 
** who was wholly ignorant that thb gentlc- 
** man had fecn my wife, was only concerned 
^•at the connexion Acre ftcmed to be between 
"•* mifs Courteney and him ; and therrfore fixed 
^* upon that ftfatagem, to remove her out of his 
** reatii, without gh^ing her any ffifpicions of the 

** I have fince enquired about the' gentleman ; 
** and I hear that he is a man of quality, and 
** that he is fhortly to be married td a great for - 
** tune. Judge now whether his defigns on mifs 
"•• Courteney could be honourable ; and whe- 
** ther I had not reafon to a£t as I did with re- 
*< gard to fending her away ? 

«*And 
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*< And now, my dear," added Mrs. Willis^ 
^* fmiling, ^' did you ever hear a moreplaufible 
<*taler 

*' I have fomewherc read it obfervcd,** re- 
plied Henrietta, ^^ that we are better deceived 
*< by having fome truth told us than none. Mr. 
*' Darner has put this maxim in pradice ; his tale 
'^ is plaufible, becaufe part of it is true : but bis 
*' inferences are all falfe ; and their caufe lies 
•* too deep for me to difcover it.** 

She then related fiiccin^^ly all that had pailed 
in the houie of Mrs. Eccles, and that ^ had 
caraeftly intreated Mr. Darner to diipoft of lier 
elfqwhere, being refolved, after the a6front that 
had been offered to her, to remain there no 
longer. She added, that the young lord having 
hinted his fufjpicions . that Mr.Damer wjis her 
lover, fhe thought faerfelf obliged to "tell hint 
his name, and explain the nature of his eon* 
nexions with her, that fhe might not, by gpii^ 
away with a perfon unknown, leave room for 
calumny to flander hen 

Mrs. Willis was charmed with this candid 
account of her conduct, which o\'erthrew 2M 
Mr. Darner's infinuations. She embraced her 
with great tendernefs. ** All will foon be fct 
" right (ftlid (he) your aunt will receive you 

«with 
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*< with redoubled afFeflion.*' Mifs Courtcncjr 
fighed ; but having already taken her refolution, 
fhc was prepared for whatever^ events might 
happen. 



CHAP. ni. 

JFhicbwe an afraid will give fame of our readers 
a mean opinion offtur her^ne^ underjlanding* 



'T^WO days afterwards a letter was _ brought 
bythepoft for mifs'Coufteney j the direc- 
tion was in her aunt's hand : fhe opened it with 
fome trepidatbn, and found it as follows : 



•HENRIETTA, 

* PoR niece I caniiot, after what ifas hap* 

* pcncd, call you*— If you had not, by the 

* higheft imprudence that any ypung woman 

* could be guilty of, given too much colour for 
^ the (hocking cenfures that are caft on you, I 

* might perhaps have been deceived by your 

< plaufible account of things. I am forry to 

< find you have acqtiired fo much art, it is but 

* too fure a proof that you arc left innocent ; 

" yet 
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^ yet it would be eafy for me to take to pieces 

* every part of your defence, and (hew you the . 

< abfurdicy of it : but this is needleis ; for 
« whether you are innocent or guilty, you have 

* greatly wounded your reputation, and I can no 

< longer with honour coniider you or treat you 

* as my niece. 

* There is but one way left by which you can 

* retrieve your fame 'and myaffe&ion; motives 

* which ought to have fome weight with you, 

* but infinitely leis than the defire of fecuring 

* your falvation* 

* I hoped and believed your converdon was 
^ near completed, and doubtleis it would have 

* been, had not your paffions intervened. 

• If you will retire to a convent, and put 

* yourfelf into a way of being inftru£led in the 

* true religion, I will pay your penfion largely ; 

* and the day that fees you reunited to th.e faith, 
< {hall fee you reftored to ;ny fondeft a6Fec- 

* tion, and made fole heirefi to my whole eftate* 

* Confidcr well "before you determine,; and 

* know, ihat upon any other tprms than thefe, 
^ you muft XiOt hope for farther notice from 
^ me. 

'^FMeapows.' 
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Ahhough feveral parts of this letter were ex* 
tremely fiiocldng both to the delicacy and pride 
of Henrietta, yet the fhining bribe that was of-, 
fered her to procure her apoftaiy, made a large 
compenfation. She had now an opportunity 
given her of making a worthy facrifice to the 
religion (he believed and profefled ; a circum* 
fiance that exalted her in her own opinion : for 
her felf-love had been deeply wounded by the 
humiliations {he had undergone; and as great 
delicacy always fuflFers rndt^ fo it enjoys moft 
from its own reflections. 

She was not free from a little enthufiafm that 
told her it was glorious to fuSer in the cauie of 
religion, nor fo difinterefted as not to feel great 
pleafure in the thought of being able to free 
her. moral chara^er from injurious fufpicions, 
by fo firm an attachment to her religious prin- 
ciples*. 

Her impatience to anfwer her aunt's /letter, 
would not allow her time to commut^icate to 
Mrs. Willis the contents of it : but as ibon as 
fhe had done writing, (he fent for the good 
wonuin, and put lady Mcadows's letter into her 
hands, with fuch an air of confcious fatisfac- 
tion, as perfuaded her the fo much defu-ed re- 
conciliation was effefied ; but whcfn upon read- 
ing the letter, Ihe found her miftake, Ihe threw 

it 
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ft down» and, in a melanchol/ accent, and a 
took that cxprefled th^ moft. anxious curiofitf^ 
aficed her how ihe had refolved ? 

*« Read this," faid* Henrietta, giving her the 
letter ihe had written ; « I am fure you will not 
** difajflprove of what I have done.** Mk. Willit 
read it eagerly, aa4 found it aa follows : 

* M A D A M, 

* It is a great grief to me to find that 

* your afFeftion is irrecoverable, for at the price 

* you have fet upon it, I tnuR ever deem it b. 

* If my defence feems abfurd, madam, it is be- 

* caufe truth is too weak to combat prejudice : 

* I leave it to time and my future conduft to 

* clear my innocence, and am refolved never to 

* give a confirmation to thofe afperfions which 

* iare caft on my charafler, by facrificing my re- 
*'ltgion to my intercft, » 

* That poverty, which happily, is become mjr 
« choice, will be my heft vindication ; and if 
« it affords me 00 other blefling but- that of a. 
« good confcience, it will beftow on me the* 
< higheft that is attainable in this life, and which 
« will ei^gble me to.bear chearfully all the mif- 
«• fortunes that may befal me ; among which I 
, •^fcall dlwtp look upon the lofs of your eflcem 

«as 
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^as^the greateft. I am, madam, with all due 
< gratitude aod rcfpeft, your obliged and Vciy 
^'bumble fervant, 

* HfiNRISTTACoURTEN^Y/ 

*^ I muft approve, nay admire your refolu- 
« tion, niifs," faid Mfs. Willis, xeturning the 
letter; ^« and of youperfift in it, you will ap- 
*' pear to me a wonder/' 

'* Do you doubt my perfifting in it ?" replied 
Henrietta. 

" When I c^nfider^" faid Mrs. Willis, " your 
<« birth, your youth, your "beauty, and the cx- 
** pe(3ations you have been eiKouraged to entcr- 
<^ tain, I know it muft coft 70U a great deal to 
^"^ throw away the advantages that are offered 
*« you, and which poffibly you might fecure by 
" tcmporifing at Icaft,." 

«* DiffimulatioD," }nternq)ted Henrietta, " an 
^^ any occafion, is mean and (candalousi but 
" in matterB of religion it is furely a heinous 
" crime ; and I hope I am far enough .from 
** committing it 5 but I own I liavc many mo- 
** tives to ftimulatc my ccfolution* 

<< My own imprudenc^f and the treaioheiy of 

«* others, have given a wound to my reputa- 

^ tion, which a voluntary poverty can only re-. 

4 «pair# 
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*• pair. In this licentious age, Ihe, who with youth 
•* and even the flighteft advantages of perfon^ 
*^ dares to be poor, deferves furely to be thought 
*^ virtuous ; and I . ihall ever acknowledge the 
^^ bounty of Providence, that, aitiidft the un- 
•* juft cenfures which have been caft on me, ha» 
*^ made an humble lot my choice." 

*• I am fatisfied,'* interrupted Mrs. Willis : 
^^ reafon, I fee has a greater fhare in your fo 
^^ lately formed refolution, than the zeal of en- 
^* thufiafm, or the fuggeftions of vanity ; and 
^* you may believe me a true friend to your fame, 
^< wlien I heartily congratulate you on your pre- 
*^ fent fituation. And now, my dear mifs, 
?• fufFer mc to aflurc you of my tendered friend- 
'* fbip ; a friendibip which, cannot be contented 
*< with bare profei&ons, and infifis upon your 
*^ putting it ta fome ^al* 

*• Tell me how I can fcrve you ? O ! that 
f< you would honour me fo far as to let this 
«< houfe be your afylum till fortune does juftice 
■•* to your merit. Condefcend to live with me, 
•* my dear mifs, and fhare my little income." 

** You are very kind, dear Mrs. Willis,'* re- 
plied Henrietta j *^ but my circumftances will 
*< not permit me to continue your boarder, and 
«' no diftrefi jihall oblige me to be burthenfome 
^ to a friend. I have already reiolved how to 
V0L.IL , Q. «*dif. 

» 
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«' difpofe of myfelf, and, in the fchenje I lidvie . 
** formed, I fliall need your affiftance." 

<* Tell me, my dear," cried Mrs. Willis, 
eagerly, *' how I can be of any ufe to you ? 

" You muft," replied Henrietta, blulhing a 
little : •* you muft get me a fcrvicc, my dear 
<' Mrs. Willis.*' ; 

*' A fervicc !'* exclaimed the good woniaft^ 

*' I am very well qualified," refumed Hen- 
rietta, recovering from her firft confufion, and 
fmilihg, "to wait upon a womaii rf fafliion: 
•* for my mother gave mc a ufeful as welt as 
•< genteel education ; and this Nation wrfl be 
*« at once private enough to fecure me from dif- 
*^ agreeable accidents, &nd public enough to 
*' make my conduft acquit or condemn me. 

<« I will not," added fee, obferving Mrs. 
Willis continued filent, ^'* offer rtyfeJf to any 
'* place by tny own name ; that WCuld lool^ 
** like an infult upon my greiat relations, and be 
^^ perhaps an obftruflion to my fuccefs. It is 
•« fuffici&lfti'or me, that whenever I am difco* 
«* vered, it may be in circumftances at_ which 
«« they, not I, need be afeamed." 

*' When I firft heard you mention this 
'<« fchenie," faid Mrs, Willis, " I thought I 
^* could never be brought to approve it : but a 
*' litile refieflion has convinced me that ft may 

"have 
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^'liave good confequences. You cannot be 
** long concealed; that graceful form will foon 
** draw notice upon you. Whenever you are 
" known to be in a ftation fo unworthy your 
^* birth and merit, die pride of your relations 
•' will be rouzed. How glorious then will 
" this humiliation be for you ! MethinVs I fee 
** their eonfufion 'for their negle<ft of you, and 
*• their eagemefs to repair it, by reftoring you 
** to the rank you was bornr in — Oh ! my dear, 
*< you will certainly be happy yet, I am Aire 
« youwjIL" 

Henrietta fmiled a little at the good woman's 
fanguine expedtations ; but in reality, the fame 
thouj^ts had made a great impreffion upon hef , 
end contributed more than flie imagined, ,^0 
allay the uneafindfs (he felt at being reduced to 
take fuch a ftep* By degrees (he formed in her 
own mind fo romantick a fccne, that {he grew 
impatient to enter upon it, and again intreated 
the affiftance of Mrs. Willis. 

The good woman telling her that a coufni 
of her husband's was a (ack>maker, and m 
great vogue at the court end of the town, it 
was agreed that fhe Ihould go to her, and en- 
gage her good oiBces towards recommending the 
youog Jady to a place ; it being very likely th^t 
C 2 among 
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among her cuftomers, who were moftly womea 
of quality, flie might hear of one that would 
fuither. 

CHAP. IV. 

fVhicb contains very trifiing matters. 

TWif RS. Willis fucCeeded beyond her hopes ; 
the mantua-maker had been defired by a 
lady (he worked for, to look out for a gented 
young perfon to fervc her in the quality of her 
woman ; and promifed her coufin, that Ihe 
would mention ^ her friend to the lady the next 
day, being to wait on her with fome cloaths 
thatweretobe tried on. She added, that the 
lady was a citizen, but had an immenfe for« 
tune, and that her place was certainly a very 
£ood one. 

Henrietta feemed.very well pleafed with her 
landlady's fuccefs, though ihe was not free 
from Ibme uneafy perturbations at the thoughts 
of the condition ihe was fo foon to enter 
tipon. 

Mrs. Cary did not fail to vifit her coufin 
the next day. «* Well (f^id (he) I have done 
K the youn^ gentlewomaa's bufinefd ; ihe has 

** no- 
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** nothing to do but to wait upon mifs Cord- 
^< wain ; and, if fhe likes her figure, (he will 
"hire her direaiy.'' 

" Why, i)ray,** replied Mrs, Willis, ^ what 
«' kind of figure will beft pleafe this lady ?** 

« Oh !" cried Mrs. Gary, *« mifs Cord- 
*' wain's woman muft be very genteel, and 
«* look like a gentlewoman ; the richer (he is 
** drefled too, when fee goes to wait on her, 
*' the better. Every thing about mifs Cordwaiti 
*' muft be magnificent. Well," purfued (he, 
laughing, and taking a pinch of fnufi^, which 
produced feveral little paufes in her difcourfe, 
** it is really furprifing to fee thefe little cits, 

•* how they mimick people of quality They 

*' muft be fo extravagantly in the fafhion- — —I 
** vow and proteft the negligee I tried on mifi 
*' Cordwain to-day, had a train three yards and 
** a half long." 

Henrietta that moment entering the room, 
Mrs. Willis, feeing her coufin was fijrprifed at 
her appearance, faid, this is the young gentle- 
woman who wants a place. 

The mantua-maker, up6n thjs information, 
refumed her familiar look and manner ; and, 
throwing herfelf again upon her chair, took 
a full furvey of the young lady, who thanked 
her, with fome hefitation, and a blufe that crim- 
C 3 foned 
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foned over her face, for the fervice flie had done 
hen 

" I have juft been teUing my coufin," faid 
Mrs. Cary, '* that mifs Copdwain, the lady 
♦* I have recommended you to, ma'am, is very 
**'hard t» be pleafcd. Her woman muft look 
^< like a lady fbrfooth : ihe has refufed three 
•* that went to fee her place ; one, bccaufe fhe 
*^ had a red hand; it looked, (he faid, as if the 
** creature had ftood at a waOi-tub; another, 
*^ bccaufe {he went to be hired in a linen gown ; 
*^ and the third, becaufe fhe had lived with no« 
** body of higher rank than a baronet's wife > ■ 
<^ But I am fare (he can have . no objection ta 
«« you, ma'am» unlefs perhaps fhe may think 
^ you too bandfome. Do you take fnufiv 
«« ma'am V* oiFering her box, which Heurietttt 
civilly declined* 

<* But dear ma*am,'* purfued the mantut«> 
makeri *' who makes your cloaths ? I never 
<« faw any thing fb frightful as the flope of that 
«< ruffle, then fuch a horrid fleeve : it is' well 
« you are naturally genteel." 

Henrietta flighcly bowed in return for this 
compliment ; and afked her, at what hour k 
would be proper to wait upon oiifs Cord^ 
wain I 

« Abont 
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** About one o'clock in the forenoon,'* re* 
plied Mrs. Caiy, *^ that's her breakfaft time. 
** Her father, boneft man, is in his wareboufe 
'^ before fix. But this is his only daughter; 
^^>and he expeds (he will be a duche^ or 
^* counted at leaft — She has fifty thouland 
*^ poMnds." 

*< Where does the lady live ?" aflced Henrietta. 

•^'Here in one of your filthy lanes," replied 
the ipantua-nuk^r ) *^ 1 (&rgot the name of ir^ 
** but every body knows Mr, Cordwain the 
«• packer." 

She then rofe up» made one of her be/l cour- 
tefies, and hurried into a chair that was waiting 
{or her ; for this polite mantua-maker was above 
vtfiting her cuftomers in a hackney coach : and 
Ibis infoknce was fuch a proof of her excellence 
Ki her bufinefsy Chat few ever fcrupled to pay 
for it. 



C4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Which fhevis Henrietta in a new fituation^ 

HEarietta having fummoned all her reblu- 
tion, ^ that (he might acquit herfelf with 
prbpriety of the talk (he had undertaken, pre- 
pared the next day to w^t upon mifs Cordwain* 
She remembered the mantua-maker*s hint, and 
therefore avoided any fludied fimplicity in her 
drefs ; but no apparel, however mean, could 
have hid that noble air, or difguifcd that na- 
tive elegance, fo confpicuous throughout hex 
whole perfon. 

As foon as flie was ready, /he ftepped in to 
Mrs. Willis's parlour, and, while a coach was 
fent for» afliimed a more than ordinary chear- 
fulnefs in her difcourfe with the good woman ; 
for (he was extremely deiirous of concealing the 
emotions (he felt upon this mortifying occaflon, 
and afFe£led a mod heroick indiflFerence, while 
inly (he fuffered all that a mind, delicate and 
fenftble as her's, could feel. 

Mrs. Willis followed her to the door with 
tears in her eyes. The young lady ftepped 
into the coach, fmiled a farewel, and ordered 
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•the coachman to drive to Mr. Cordwain's* A 
lew minutes brought her to the houfe i . and the 
fervant* of whom ihe enquired if mifs Cordwain 
was at home, having {hewn her into a pirlour^ 
bowed and withdrew^ 

Mifs Cordwain being informed that a lady 
enquired for her, ordered her aldmittancei and 
the fame fervant returning* conduced Henrietta 
to her dreiSng-room. 

Mifs Cordwain, who was ftiU lingering over 
her tea-table with a female acquaintance, rofe 
up at Henrietta's gracefvl entrance, and, re* 
€eiving her with a low couttefy, offered her an 
arm-chair at the upper end of the room. 

Henrietta, conicious of the error (he had 
committed in not making ufe of the mantua* 
maker's name before, bluflied a little at this re- 
ception, which was not fuiuUe to the charadec 
(he was to appear in, and, declining the chair ; 
«< Mrs. Gary, madam/' faid (he. She could 
utter no more than thofe two words i but they 
were fufficient tp give mils Cordwain to under- 
hand her bulinefs* 

The haughty citizen was exceffively (hocked 
to find (he had bc&k betrayed by the figure of 
Henrietta into fo improper an inftance of refpe A ; 
and that the peiibn (he took for a lady of diC- 
liaAion was die young woq^ who had becfi 
C5 ic- 
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recommended to her fervtce, thought to recover 
"^the* dignity which {he conceived (he had loft 
j^om this miftake, by ^ifliimiiig an imperious air 
and an infolent accent. 

^* Who did you live with laft ?*' faid flie to 
Henrietta^ dirowing herfelf again into herchair^ 
and glancing her over with a fupercilious eyef 
^ I hope it was with a woman of quality : yoii 
*' will not do for me, I can tell you, if you 
** have not been ofed to attend upon peifons of 
••rank." 

'Henrietta, notwithftanding the conflifion ffae 
wa» under at ading fo firange a part, could not 
help being diverted with ilie pride of this dau^ 
ter of trade. 

« I am afraid^ madam,'' faid fhe, << I Aall 
« not be worthy of your place ; (or 1 never lived 
** in the fervioe of an^ woman of quality, nor 
^* indeed of any other." 

" What you are a gentlewoman^ I fuppofe,* 
Intorupted mift Cordwatn, drawling out the 
word genthwotrumi ^ and now I remembet 
•* Cary told me you had never been in fer- 
*« vice. Well, that does'not fignify : I have no 
^ objedlion to yourJiavingbeen a gentlewoman i 
*^ you may be the better^ftrvant for wbatf I know. 
^ For, to fay Aie truA," Md ihe, addreffng 
licxfelf le 'her coaqpanion^ *Mliofe iort of poor 
- "gen* 
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V geRtleworasin» when they are xeduced» as they 
^< call it, to wait upon us, who could buy theiv 
^^ whole generadon^ often know their diftanca 
*< better, and are more humble than fuch as hav^ 
•• been bred to fcrvice." 

** Oh !" faid the other lady, with an applauding 
foile, *^ ever while you live, madam, chufe a 
^ gentlewoman for your maid. There is alder- 
<< man Jennings the grocer*s lady : I ^ave heard 
«< her often declare flie never was ib well ferVed as 
*^ when colonel Noble's daughter waited on her. 
^< The colonel was killed in thelaft war; and, 
M as thofe folks you know have feldom any thing 
^< to leave their families, his fine gay daughters 
^ were obliged to go to fervice after his death, 
^ and did very well ; but fome body left them 
** ten thottfand pounds a piece, and fpoiled two 
^ excellent fervant9> by making them gentle- 
*• women agam." 

** Nay, if they had fortunes left them,*' re- 
plied mifs Cordwain, " why you know, then^ 
** they had a right to be called gentlewomen. 

** Well, child," purfued ihe, turning to 
Henrietta, 'Sas I told you before I have no obr 
** jcflion to your having been a gentlewoman ^ 
>« for I am rcfolved never to have any other to 
*^ wait o^ me : I ihall take .you upon Caiy's 
C 6 ..** recom- 
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*^ recommendation, and the fooner you come 
•• the better." 

Henrietta, who had really enjoyed the con- 
verfation that paflcd between thefe tyfo ladies, 
told her that ihe would come whenever (he 
pleafed ; and it being agreed (he (bould come 
the following day, that flic might drefs her mv9 
lady for a city-feaft, flie courtefied profoundly 
low, and withdrew. 

. Hewietta, whofe imagination was naturally 
lively, and not wholly free from thofc romantic 
notions which perfons of her age readily admit, 
began to confider her transformation froth the 
niece of lady Meadows, and a prefumptive 
heirefs, into the waicing-maid of a eit, as one 
of thpfe caprices* of fate which never fail to pro^ 
duce furprifing efiedb; She could not help fan** 
eying her felf the future heroine of fome afFed- 
ing tale, whofe life would be varied with fur* 
prifing viciffitudes of fortune ; and that flie would 
at laft be raifed to a rank as much above her 
hopes, as the ftatton flie was now entering upon 
was below all that her fears had ever fuggefied. 
' But thefe reflexions were fucceeded by othars 
more reafona^le, and which indeed afibrded her 
a more folid fatisfa£lion : flie was going to re- 
fute the cenfures of an injurious world ; to make 
that innocence which bad been fo vilely tra- 
' 2 duced 
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4\actd mamfeft, in her chearful fubmtffion to 
poverty and fervitude, at a time when a Ihining 
fortune was offered to purchafe a change in her 
reKgious principles, and when perhaps a little 
diffimulation, or a temporary comfJiance with 
her aunt's propoials, might reftore her td a rank 
in life fuitable to her birth. 

The fittisfadion (he felt from thefe pleafing 
ideas, difflifed fuch a ferenity over her fair face, 
as agreeably furprifed Mrs. Willis, who had 
waited her return with impatience. 

Henrietu repeated to her the dialogue that 
bad pafTed between the two ladies with (6 much 
huniour» and marked the pride of wealth, and 
aukward aiFedtation of grandeur and diftini^ny 
in thefe opulent heirefles to the laborious gains 
of fordid thrift, and perhaps fuccefsful knaveiy, 
with fuch delicate flrokes of fatire, as convinced 
Mrs. Willis (he would not be an injudicious ob» 
ferver of the manners of thofe whom it might be 
her lot to aiTociate with, nor pais through this 
new fcene of life, without drawing improvement 
from it. 

The good woman was grieved to (ind that 
fhe ^uftlofe her fo foon ; but, being fully per- 
fuaded that this humiliating Hep would teniii-> 
nate b fmiethtng happy for her fair friend, Ihc 
difpofed herfelf to part with her chearfuUy. 

It 
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It was agreed between theftit.tfut the diet 
Mft Pa^nur (houl4 mt be matfc flp3^s|i^ted wUh 
any part of bis fon's behaviour with riegard t9 
Heotielta, till l^is return from Holland, when 
t)ie whole affiiir might be laid candidly before. 
^iqa^ an4 |h|it the younger ibould he tddy tha|r 
ihe was gone into fervixre i but wtosc(> he was noC 
to be mformed. 

The next day Henrietta, after taking a tender 
farewel of Mrs. Willis, repaired to her new 
dwelling. Mifs Cord wain was juft gone out to 
make fome little purchafes for the evening , and 
Henrietta, being dire^ed to go into her lady's 
drcffing-room, was met by her predeccflbr, who 
had lingered in the houfe to have an opportunity 
of fpeaking to her, that, according to the ge- 
neral cuftom of fervants, ihe might prejudice her 
agaihft her new miftrefs, 

Fiom this girl, who was not fparing in her 
{nvedivf^ (he Iciirned that mifs Cordwain'f 
teoiper, which was ^ot naturally good> was exr 
tremely fowered cS late by a difappointment if 
)oye s AsU Ae packer, l^er father, had been 
^eating with a certain nobleman for a match bct 
pirtfin her and the ix>b}eman's eldeft fon ; but 
that it had been broke oiF, becaufe the citia^ep 
had refoil^ tp by down more than thirty thour 

£uKi 
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IMI pounds wtdi hid dau^ter, and the «oblo* 
mtn infiftcd upon forty. 

This little piece of hifiory was followed by a 
thoufand other family anecdotes ; to all which 
Henrietta liftened in filence, ^d was not forry 
that the cenforious waitihg-womrin, whofe 
tongue had, during a whole hpur, run with fpr- 
prifing volubility, was at length filenc^d by the 
arrival of mifs Cordwain, whofe voice when |he 
heard on the ftairs, (he took a hafty leave, and 
retreated thro' a different door from that whicb 
the lady entered* 

Mifs Cocdw^Q^ ^ fQ09 A3 Aie &w. Hwr 
rietta, ilightiy inclined her head, in return t^ 
her reipeSful cottrtefy s an^ thi^owtng fome mil* 
loaary trifles upon -her toilet, £it down to her 
glaisp »id ordered her new wpman to comb her 
^ir, fliewing a fretful impadence at her hahri* 
idrefibr's long delay ; for flie was to meet her 
«oinpaiiy fU nine o'clod^> :aiid it w»s 909V almoin 
four : A tM flie ba^ ^qod rea/bn to fear fbp 
ifhould handly have timfi enough to ijrefi*. 

While Henrietta was ac^kting herftlf han«« 
•dSy eiiougjh (^ thislaft, her lady took up acob- 
•ledion of.fongB &at lay i^n her table, that fte 
fnigbt improve her mind while her body waa 
adorning i and after reading intently a few oip^ 

mcn t > 
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tnents to herrelf, (he haftily turned over the 
leaves to a place that was doubled down, and 
began to read aloud a moft piteous complaint of 
a defpairing nymph, whofe lover had forfaken 
her for another : flie concluded this doleful ditty 
with a deep figh ; and repeating the • burden of 
it, for nun are. as falfe as the changeable wind^ 
«• Henrietta," laid fhe, «* was you ever in 
« lover 

Our fair heroine, who underftood this ques- 
tion as a. prelude to a confidence from her 
miftre^, was at fome lofs how to anfwer it, when 
ihe was relieved from her perplexity by the ar« 
rival of monfieur. Finefle, the French hair* 
cutter. 

Mifs Cordwain, immediately dropping her 
tender languifhments., aflumed a fupercilious air ; 
iand, after haughtily interrogating the Inge* 
pious artift for not coming fooner, fubmitted her 
trefles to his forming hands, a fettled gloom all 
the time clouding her. face : for whether it waa 
that her glais, on which her eycs^were intently 
fixed, told her fome unpleafing truths, or that 
iier gentle boibm heaved with feme fecret dif- 
.content, it is certain diat every thing difpleafed 
her i> nor could all Henrietta's obliging atten- 
tioo to the adorning her perfon draw a ioulc of 
apprgbftuon fi^m her« 

Aftv 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HENRIETTA. ^t 

After five hours labour, however, the hdy was 
completely drefied. Her father, who had not 
feen her fmce dhmer, which flie had fwallowed 
in hafte, having fo much bufmeJs on her hands, 
now entered the room ; and liking the (hewy 
appearance (he made, ** Why, Molly," faid hc^ 
*^ you are as fine as a duche&." 

** As fine as a duchefe," repeated fee, pout- 
ing ; «' and why not ?'* 

** Very true, girl," replied the father, '* thou 
<^ haft that which can make duchefles : but, 
** Molly, I have fomething to fay to thee in pri* 
*• vate J fo fend your waiting-maid away/' 

Henrietta immediately retired into her mil'- 
trefs's bedchamber i which being only feparated 
fiToih the dreffing-room by a flight partition of 
wainfcot, fhe could not avoid hearing every 
thing that pafled. 

♦* I have had a propofal made me this aftcr- 
«< noon," refumed the father, " and I came to 
** acquaint you with it. Mr. Harris has afked 
••you in marriage; there's immenfe riches for 
** you, girl : what fay you ?*' 

** Sure, papa,*' cried mifs Cordwain haftif^, 
•* you have not given him any encouragement, 
** have you ? A fine* match, indeed ! fo I muft 
«< be called plain Mrs. Harris all my days, and 
*• there's mils Jennings married to a vifcount; 

« and 
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*^ and has coronets upon her coacb : three w^eks 
*^ ago, tni& Collins, the broker's dau^er» 
<< became a counted : and but this very morn*- 

«< ing I b^ard that the duke of — is court-* 

*< ing mifs Rogers, our neighbour the foapboil* 
^ er's niece, and (he ha^ but twenty thoufand 
•* pounds. — I can't bear it ; fo, I can't," pur-i 
fued mils Cprdwain, buriling into tears, '^ to 
** fee all my comrades at Hackney boarding- 
** fchool married to right honourables, and I 
** am not likely to be even a paltry baronet> 
** wife/' 

Here her tears and fobs fuppreffcd any fartheis 
utterance, and had fuch an eSt& upon the 
fond father that he alfo was ready to cry. 

" Don't break my heart, Molly,** f^id he» 
half-fobbing ; << ypu know it is death to nie tQ 
** fee you fret and grieve yourfelf : are you not my 
^' only child ? is it not for you that I have been 
'^ toiling and labouring for thefe forty years, up 
«< early and down late, fcraping all I can to-^ 
^< gether, gaining much and fpending little, and 
*' all to make you a peereis of Great Britain, and 
^< a peereis you fhall be; ib don't ciy, my girl, 
^< and fpoil your complexion ; neither neighbour 
^' Jennings, nor neighbour XoUins's daughter, 
*^ fhall be greater than you. You ihall be a 
^^couot^iis Molly, will chat cpntent you? I 

«wiU 
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*^ mil lay down the odd ten thou(and, that the. 

** earl of aod I quarrelled about, and you 

« (ball have his fon.*' 

*< I am obliged to you, papa," laid mifi Cerdw' 
wain ; «* but — " 

*<Nay," imcnrupted the fither, «^ I find 
** nothing will pleafe you : you were crymg juft 
*< now, becaufe you were not a counteik ; and 
^> when I tell you that I will part with another 
'* ten thoufand pounds, to. make you eafy, you 
" come with your buts.'* 

«< Why, fuppofe I am a countcfi,** replied 
mifs Cordwain, « will not mifs Collins be a 
^ duchefs, and take place of the ? I can never 
•* endure that.** * 

" What fignifies her taking place of you,^ 
faid her father, <^ the duke*8 eftate is not half 
« fo good as the earl of i befid^, you 

<< refufcd a duke, you know, and you have often 

*« told me that you like lord B better than 

^ any man in the world, and how have you pined 
** fince the match was broke off !" 

"Well, I confcfs," replied mifs, « that I 
«* do like my lord B— •, and would rath^i 
^< marry him than any duke in the land, pro-* 
<« vided that little odious thing, mifs Collins, did 
^< not marry above me : (he to be called her 

**grace 
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** grace at every word, while I am only lady 
« B ; I fliouHdie with vexation/* 

« Since it is fo/' faid tl^e father, « I (half 
** lay afide my defign, and make no advances to 
« the earl.»' 

"And then his fon will marry fome tody 
^ elfe," cried mifs Cordwain. 

<* What would the girl be at ?'* interrupted 
the good man, with fome heat ; "if you won't 
*' have him, need you care who has.'* 

Mils Cordwain now burft into a flood of 

tears : (he liked lord B , but fhe could not 

tear the thoughts of mifs Collins being in a 

rank above her ; and love and envy raifed fuch 

tumults in her breaft, as made her feck a relief 

in tears* 

. ** I wifli you knew your own mind, girl," (aid 

the father half angry, and half concerned at her 

grief, 

** I know my own mind well enough," re- 
plied mifs, fullenly : ** I would marry lord B — , 
*' and I would not have that proud minx be a 
<• duchefs." 
■ *« Take my word for it,** faid the fathei:, 

^* (he will never be duchefs of — ; I know ' 

*^ her fortune is not fufficient to clear the duke*s 
'< eftate of two mortgages that have almoft f\^al- 
*< lowed it up." 

«Nay, 
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**Nay, then," interrupted m\& Cordvrain^ 
who eagerly admitted an argument that fet her 
mind at eafe, ^^ I am Aire the duke will not . 
*' have her ; for ihe is fo ugly you know, papa» 
f'that nothing could charm him but her 
« riches.'^ 

** Well," faid the father, fmiling with plca- 
fure to fee. her in good humour ^gain^ '* I am 
*^ to meet a friend of the earl's to-night ; fball 
*^ this affair be brought on again ?** 

<' As you pleafe, papa," faid mils Cbrdwain, 
courtefying ; ^^ you know it is my duty to be 
«« obedient." 

«< Aye," faid the good man, kiffing her, " you 
^< have always been one of the moft dutiful chil- . 
*< dren in the world ; and I will make thee a . 
" lady, though I don't leave myfdf afluiling.^'. 
'With this wife declaration he quitted the rooois 
leaving his daughter in high fpirits i who, after. 
{he had called her maid to adjuft whatever might 
be amifs in h9r drefs, and taken a full furvey of 
herfelf in the glafs, ftepped into her coach, with 
the air of a citizen who has a fortune of for^ 
thouiand pounds. 
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C H A P- VI. 

Contains m^inddint wljUh fhg fagadm reader 
has probably fofefetn. 

TTEnrtetta, when Ibe was left alone, found 
fufficient matter for reflexion in the fenti- 
ments and behaviour of this wealthy tradefinan 
and his daughter \ and as it was now become 
neceflary for her own peace of nUnd to recon- 
cile herfelf to the fituation that fortune had placed 
'her in, (he endeavoured to extra£l ufeful leflbus 
■from tvery fcene that paffed under her obfervs^- 
tion. ^^. - 

Why have I lamented my povej;ty ? faid ibe 
toherfe!f; riches neither give underftanding to 
t\it mind, nor elegance to the perfon. How 
mean is mifs Cordwain with forty thoufand 
pounds ! whatt narrow notions ! what feliifh 
-paffions! how ignorant, how contemptible! — 
^U ttte' advantages her hrge fortune procures 
her, is a title and a coronet: honours how 
defpicable, when fuch as mifs Cordwain wear 
them! 

Let me thank Heaven then, that made my 
4adKfr d: younger brother i that he inherited the 

I virtues 
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viitu^ and elevatdl fentimcnts of his noble an- 
ceftow, ahd wanted that aHurcmcnt to upftatt 
wealth, which might have given me a mtfi 
CordArain foi- a mother, and have' deprived mi 
of thofe generous precepts, and thofe bright 
«ahiples, by which I have been taught to think 
poverty a Icfs evil than dUhonour ; and that t 
peaceful confcience is cheaply purchafed with the 
Iqfi of every wdHdly advantage. 

Thefe virere her reflexions, as {he afterwards 
declared to her friend. It is not therefore fur* ^ 
prifing that with fuch fentiments, our fair heroine 
ifound herfelf tranquil in herliumble ftation, and 
dignified misfortune by lier graceful refignation 
toit. 

If the woman fhe ferved had hfld judgment 
toough to diftinguifli merjt,. .«o4 goodnefs 
cnoi^ to love- it, Henrietta touft have en- 
gaged her atten^rion amd her kindnels : bat little 
minds like nothing but what ifefembles thepn*' 
ftlvcs. , 

Mi6 Cordwatn fdmetimes ODRdefcciided tf 
cister into a cdnvtrfation with her womaii^ but 
Wa6 quickly difgufted with the diH^rence of 
chcSr maidns $ and What ihe could mot compre*^ 
h€nd, (he ^lim dtfpifed as foUy^y ti ^otpdEbd 

They 
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They were upon thefe tenns when Mr. Cord* 
wain acquainted his daughter^ that they were 
invited to fpend a week at the carl of — — — '$ 
icountry^feat i for the contefted ten thouiand 
pounds being granted by the citizen, the treaty 
pf marriage was renewed ; and this vifit wa» 
propofed in order to bring the young people to* 
gether again with fome kind of decorum. 

Mils Cordwain, in high fpirits, gave her wo- 
man notice to make preparations for this little 
journey ; which done, Henrietta went to take 
leave of her faithful Mrs. Willis. 

« What a triumph would mine be,'* /aid the 
to her friend, ** if any of my relations Ihould 
*^ happen to be at this npbleman's feat, and be« 
** hold me in the charadler of miis Cordwain*8 
« fervant V* 

«« You have done right, my dear,*' replied 
Mrs. Willis, ' *< to call it a triumph ; for fo in* 
<^ deed it would be, the triumph of virtue over 
*« pride and prejudice." 

The good woman informed her, that her 
guaidiaif was in a very ill fiate of beahh, and ^ 
was gone to Montpelier, in confequence of his 
phyfician^s advice : that the young man had 
been there to wait upon her ; and that when 
he heard of the refolution file bad taken, he af* 
feded to think himfelf extremely injury by her 
I con* 
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txHidud) as it (hewed die utmoft contempt of 
hk advice and fciendlhip i but it was tafy to 
perceive, aidded Mrs. Willie, ihut there was 
«iore grief than anger in the reproaches he 
threw out againft you upon thos occafion^ Ht 
^seined much mortified at my^refiiiiftg to teM 
liim where you was, but owned that his wife 
snade him very uneafy Bpon your iaccount ; and 
when I urged that as an argument againft $he 
propriety of your feeing hkn, his fiknoe adtnow« 
ledged me in the right. 

Henrietta was fenfibly aSc&ti with the news 
of her guardian's illnefi > and fince bis retnarA 
was now uncertsdn, flie refolved to write to him 
immediately, and give him aH account of all 
dut had happened to her fince he went abroad^ 
fearing that unlefi die explained the reafonsof 
her £ondu£l, he might be prejudiced a^nft her. 
by her aunt's ref^refenutions of it. She would 
not give Um any difi)uiet» by mentioning his 
fon's behaviour, but left that to be unravdled by 
lime. 

I Mrs. Willis having, promifed to get this letter 
lafely tranfmitted to Mr. Damer, Henrietta took 
a tender leave of her, and returned home. 

The next morning very early, the coach and 
fix was at the door; mifs Cordwain impatiently 
ftepped in, for ihe thought every moment an 

Vol. II. D age 
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age till ttkb faw her aoUe lover again. Her 
face drefled in fmiles of pleafing expedation, and 
her bean exulting with the confcioufnefs of her 
own worth, which, by her father's conceilion of 
the difputed thoiifands, had received fuch a coa« 
fiderable addition : but being, as I have before 
obferved, not very happy in the frame of her 
temper, this fun-fhine of fatis&6tion was foon 
clouded at being obliged to wait a few minutes 
for her father, whofe Jlowneis hut ill fuited with 
her eager impatience. , 

' Indeed tlie wary citizen, having wifely con- 
fidered that they had a journey to perform of at 
leaft twenty mile», was bulled in packing up 
fome neceilkry refrefliments, that they might 
not be famiihed by the way. For this purpofe 
he had caufed a neat*s tongue, a cake of gin- 
ger thread, two or three pounds of almonds and 
railing, and a 4>ottle of fack, to be provided ; 
and he himfelf brought the balket in which they 
were depoiited to the coach, dire£ting Hen- 
rietta to get in lirft, that he might place it 
fafely in her lap ; which done; he took hb feat 
next his daughter, and ordered the coachman 
to drive. 

*^ Mifs Cordwain's ill humour infenlibly wear- 
ing off, they purfued their journey with great 

fatif. 
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latisfaSion, not having baited abaire three or 
four times on the road. 

At length the young lady's eyes weie jde- 
lighted with the proipe£t of the magnificent, 
villa, which ihe expelled one day to be miftreis 
of; but her attention was foon called ofF that 
oh^e& by the prefence of her lover, who, being, 
juft returned from a little excurfion on borfe- 
back, alighted as foon as he faw the coach ftop, 
and advanced to help his miftrefe out.. 

The young lord prefented his hand to miis 
Cordwain with an air of forced gallantry ; but 
happening to glance hb eyes towards Henriettat 
he ftarted back in great furprife. - 

'Mifs Cordwain, vexed at the attention with 
which he gazed upon her woman, jumped out 
of the coach, before he had fufiiciently reco« 
vered himfelf to be able to ofler her again 
the hand, which, in his confufion, he had with-* 
drawn. 

The lady having on' a capuchin, which Ihe 
had wore during the journey, untied it, and, 
toffing it into the coach to Henrietta, bid her, 
in an imperious tone, to take care of it. 

This a^on and thefe words gave the young 

nobleman to underftand that our beauteous he* 

roine was adually the fervant of mif3 Cordwain : 

D2 a 
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ft eiitufnftajice wUch fiuniflied bim with new 
matter for wonder ; and indeed this encounter 
gave him fo much perplescity, and fo entirely 
engrofTed his thoughts, that the old tradefinan 
(who enquired after my good lord and my good 
lady's health, wkh as many bows and fcrapea 
ats woujd have ferved anv trad^ to exprefi his 
acknowledgment to a cuftomer whom he bad 
Jvift cheated) was obliged to repeat his quef- 
tions fevei^l times before be could procure aft 
^wer. 

As for Henrietta, flie hfii^ upon the firft 
ilgbt of this young nobleman, whom ihe imflie* 
diately 1cnew to be the fame perfon that had 
lodged at Mr^. Eccles's, been under ibme con« 
fuilon, left he ihould accoft her as an acquaia* 
tance before the lady on whom ihe attended ; 
but obferving that, from mifs Cordwain's be-> 
baviour, he underftood her Jituation, and took 
no further notice of her than by a fide glance,. 
which he gave her, full of paffionate concern) 
{he was relieved from her fears, and, far from 
being dlfcompofed at the chacader (he appeared 
in, (he acquitted herfelf of the little duties of 
her ftation. with the moft graceful eaie ; gave 
ber lady her fan, received her commands, and,, 
w ith a little French trunk in her hand that con- 
tained 
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talncd (bene laces and linen, followed her to the 
houfe at a refped^ful diftance. 

Lord B 's emotions at this unexpeded 

meeting with Henrietta,, having now in fome 
degree fubfided, he entertained his miftrefs as 
they walked with his ufual vivacity and polite- 
nefs, but could not help often turning to ihatch 
a look of her fair attendant, whofe tharms in 
that humble ftation, a ftation fo unworthy of 
her birth and (hining merit, acquired a pathetic 
power that melted him to a tendernefs he had 
never known before. 

He conduiSied the lady and her father to the 
apartment of the countefs his mother ; and, 
taking the firft opportunity to leave them, retired 
to his own, that he might be at liberty to re- 
AcSt upon h is adventure. 

To know that the woman, whom all hi§ 
moft diligent enquiries for fo many weeks coul3 
sever difcover, was in the fame houfe with 
him,, was a circumftance that afforded him 
infinite fatisfaflion j but he faw no probabi^ 
lity of turning this circumftance to the ad- 
vantage of his defigns upon her. For, with 
what face could he plead his paffion to one of 
her delicacyj^ while he was publickly addrclEng, 
auiothen. 
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1 The. fervik condition be faw her in was a 
bar to his hopes. . She who, with fuch un- 
common attradions, could refolve to be poor, 
muft needs be incorruptible. What allure* 
nient could riches throw out for a woman, 
who knew no other pride but the pride of 
virtue ? 

He could not hope to make an impreflion 
upon her heart by the difguife of honourable 
love. She muft needs know the terms he was 
upon with mift Cord wain; and was. afraid that 
(be already defpifej him for the meanne& of fuch 
a choice. 

It wa^ indeed (lill in his power t<^ throw 
(ach obftacks in the way of this match, as to 
dcferj, if not break it entirely, but he could not 
refolve to make fuch a Sacrifice to love; he 
would have married Henrietta with half mifs 
Cordwain's fortune, and was amazed M the 
violence of his paffion, when he confidered the 
prodigious difproportion between twenty and 
forty thoufand pounds— Yet moft iincerely did 
he with his generofity could have been put to 
this trial ; and, in the violence of his grief at 
the apparent impoffibility that this (hould ever 
happen, a thoufand times did he curfe the male« 
Yolence of fate^ that united fo many virtues and 
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fraces in one lovely woman^ and denied her 
wealth; which however, by his preference of 
fiilfs Cor4wain, he tacitly acknowledged was 
worth them all. 

A whole hour's labour of thought and reflec- 
tion, left lord B— — in the fame ftate of anxious 
doubt and {bllcitude he was in when he firft en- 
tered upon this examination of his own heart ^ 
and aJI" he could be certain of^ in this confufion 
of ideas and oppofing fentiments, was, that the 
tinexpeded fight of mifa Courteney had charmed 
him more than ever ; and following the impulfe 
©f his paffion, without knowing whither it would 
conduct, hhn, or what it would terminate in, 
ke anxioufly lay in wait for feme opportunity of 
i|>eaking^>b her in private, which he found whei* 
heleaft expelled it»^ 
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C H A P^ VII. 

In whicb our hiroine again appears very 
foolijb^ 

Tl^'EAN time our lovely heroine, ,who had 
been received by the covintefs's woman 
with prodigious ceremony, and had, during a 
whole hour, liftened with, fmiling attention to 
^11 the imperdnenpes ihe uttered, was at length 
relieved from the fatigue of fuch converfation^ 
and, with a profufion of compliments, cor-> 
drifted to k chaniber condguoio to that of her 
ipiilrefg. As foon as ihe was left alone, (bo 
* began to. confider how (he fhould extricate her* 
felf froih the diiEculties her unexpeded meeting 
with, lord B had Involved her in. 

Her delicacy was (hocked at the thoughts of 
remaining in the hpufe with a man who had 
made an attempt upon her honour, efpecially 
in the fituation (he now was ; a fituation that 
would feem to invite his future attacks : and; 
though he might well impute thei^ meeting to 
the fantaftick effeSs of chance, yet he would 
not fail to conftrue her (lay into a tacit encour- 
agement of that paffion^ he had profefled for 
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Ueratparting, thediOionourable purport of which* 
was evident from the engagements he had en- 
tered into with mifs Cordwain. 

She reflcflcil alfo on the cenfures under which 
her character laboured at prefent, and was juftly 
^prehenfive, that when this part of her ftory 
was known, the malicious world would not fail 
to infinuate that fhe threw herfelf into lord B — 'a 
way, and the inferences that would be drawn 
from fuch a- fuppofed condufi,. muft needs be 
highly difadvantageous to her. 

But, on the other hand, how could /he quit 
mifs Cordwain's' fervice fo abruptly, without 
giving occafion for ftrange conjeftures, and fet- 
tiog the tongue of malice ioofe to aifign rea-r 
f<>ns for her behaviour, very, different from the 
truth? 

However, the inconveniencie*, which might 
attend this ftep were light, compared vvith< 
tfaofe fhe fo^efaw from expofmg herfelf volun- - 
tarily to the purfuits.of a young libertine, whofe 
eyes in this laft interview had fpoken too plainly 
to leave her in doubt of his fentiments. 

She • therefore rcfolved to go away the next^ 
day 5 arid, as foon as (he was fummoned to the 
toifet, acquainted mifs Cordwain with her in** 
lentioflt 

D 5. Hen- 
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Henrietta was a fcrupulous obferver of truths 
and would not on this occafion violate it, by 
forming any plaufible excufe for her fudden de- 
termination ; fo that mifs Cordwain, in wfaofe 
breaft the flings of jealouiy had been rouzed by 

the paffionate glances lord B had darted at 

her maid, began to entertain ftrange fufpiciona 
from fo unexpe£led an overture ; and, in a per- 
emptory tone, demanded to know her reafons 
for quitting her fervice in fuch a manner. 

Henrietta, wJth great fweetnefs, afiured her 
that (be did not defire to be difmifled in confe- 
quence of any difcontent, but that the neceifity 
of her affairs obliged her to return immediately 
tp town. 

*< Your affairs P' faid mifs Cordwain, with a 
haughty fneer J ** I vow it is mighty pretty to 
^^ hear feryants talk of their af&irs, as if they 
** really had any concerns of more confequence 
*< than the duty they owe their principals. I 
** wonder you don't tell me you have half a 
•* dozen engagements in town," purfued Ihe, 
laughing aloud ; <^ fuch a fpeech would become 
♦* you mightily : but prithee, go, creature $ 
•* pack up your rags in a fliect of brown paper, 
<< and take yourfelf away. I fuppofe you have 
<^ found out a new method of living, lefs morti- 
** fying to your pride of beggarly gentility than 
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^waiting upon a woman of fortune; and I 
^ doubt not but you wSl be (hortly feen flaunt- 
^* ing it in publick places with a flimfy fack, 
^^ a painted face, and all the trappings of your 
« trade." 

To this coarTe abufe Henrietta liftened in 
iilence, beholding her imperious miftrefi all the 
time wilh fuch acalm, but fteadyeye, as called 
up a bldfli in thofe cheeks which hadbeen before 
overfpread with a livid palene(s« 

Not that, (he felt any remorfe for the re* 
proache9 (he had uttered^ or was aihamed of her 
indecent traniports^ but Henrietta's (oft compo* 
fure, the dignit}^^ of her filence^ and the ener- 
getick expreffion in tier eyes, ftnick a kind of 
awe into her mean-foul'd adverfaiy ^ and, inl/ 
raging at the inferiority (be was confcious of»- 
(he commanded her. to be gone from her pre* 
fence; ... 

Henrietta ihft'antly obeyed, and^ meetihg the 
counteis's woman as (he went out of the roorn^ 
(he-begged her to fend a fervant to the neareft 
inn to hire a poft-cbai(e for her, being refolved 
to return to London that very day. 

This well-bred Abigail exprefled great con* 
oern that (he was fo foon to lofe the honour of^ 
her company ; and afked, with an appearance 
of aoxiety, if (he was not to return again ? 

D 6. Hen- 
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Henriftti. rallied in ^ ntgative, at whiclli 
the other feimed wooderfe% fuipiifed^ thougk 
ihe w^ QOI^ igBQ^aoC of all that had paflbd be«« 
tween HenrieUa wi, b«r lady s for, bearing* 
mifs Cordwain*s voice very loud, ibe bad ap^iedr 
)ifr esMT to th^ key-bole^ and needed na further^ 
if)formatioiu 

Our fair*' heroine having evaded the artfut 
f ueilioifis of. this prying woman^ and difcoui* 
aged her refle^Hons 09 her ownWy> whom^ 
19 her general inveAive againfl: the pride and ca« 
f^icQ of miftreflos, Ibe dU not fpare, told her,^ 
A^ would have the pleafure of viewing the fine^ 
gifdenst that belonged to the hottfe^ before flie 
went away i- and Mrs. Smith promifcd to joia« 
ker, as foon as (he had executed die conuntffion^ 
ftc was charged with. 

Henrietta accofdingly repaired to the gardens,, 
full of reflexions upon the fcene that had lately^i: 
pafled. She entered, a little > covered ^ey that 
led. to a grotto>. which ihe had. an inclination to^ 
take a view of; when> hearing the (bunds of fteps . 
behind her, tbe looloed back, fuppoiing is was 
Mrs. Smith ; but uras not a little furprifed to 

find it was lord B , who, feeing her crofs the: 

terrace from his chamber rwfadow, had followed, 
her thither* 

UcDn 
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Ffenrictta, rightly judging that this encounter 
ms not meerly accidental, turned her fteps. 
from the grotto, and flruck into a left [private 

walk. Lord B , perceiving Her intention, 

cro&d immediately and met her, bovirtng pro- 
foundly, low, and, with an air as refpefHiil as. 
if he was accofting aducfaefi, enquired after her 
health. 

Henrietta^ not at all fiatt^ed by this inftance 
§S Rfpe£t>.which he, by whom it was paid, ooii- 
fidered as an aft of iiipererogitkm, and that h 
would zSo& her accordingly, leturoed his cotn-*' 
fliment with the moft graceful eale^ and,.. 
finiling» told him, he muft not now confider hea 
aa mifi^Couneney^ but the fervant of mi& Conk 
wain. 

**' O that horrid appellation !'' aled he;. 
« What violence did I not do myfelf to behave 
^ to you as I did this morning ! But tell me^i^ 
<< for Heaven's fake, madam,, what. has occ^«- 
^ fioned this transformation ? 

"My aunt's continued dilpleafure,? replied 
Henrietta ; . ** your lordfhip has perhaps heard 
*' what circumftances my father died in : . the 
^ ftation therefore m whidb you fee me, oughe. 
^ not to be called a transformation ; it i^^ 
** what I was bora to> iincel was born in in* 
^-digencc.'* 

?! 
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. ^ I cannot bear to hear you talk thus,'* inter- 

nipted lord B ; ** how could you think of 

^< fubje£ting yourfelf to a condition fo unworthy* 
** of ypu, when you knew there was a man in 
« the world that wouldhavedied tO'fenre you I" 

^< I am not of a temper," (aid Henrietta^ << to 
<< be eafy under great obligations ^ and fervitude 
^ is, in my opinion, lefs (hocking than depen<i> 
**dcnce/' 

«« Why, do you talk of obligations,*' faid lord' 

B : '^ love knows no property ; could you- 

<f doubt that my fortune would foe at your com- ~ 
^'-mand. Suffer me,. I conjure you,** purfued' 
he, ^^ to fiiatch you from this unworthy fitua- 
^ tion ; can riches be better employed, than in 
** fupporting her I love ?•* 

. *« My lord,** interrupted Henrietta^ her face 
gib wing with indignation,. '< this is an ihfultl 
*^ could not have expeded from one of your 
<< rank and politenefs : I am fallen very low, i 
<< indeed^ when a man, who is upon the. point 
<< of marriage with another, dares talk to me 
"oflove."^ 

<< There are certain engagements,** replied 
lord B-*— — , a little confufed at the aif. with 
which (be uttered thefe words, .^^ in which the 
♦* heart has 1)10 part," 

« Very 
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« Very likely,'* interrupted Henrietta 5 «« but 
^ it is fufficient for me to know, that the en«- 
^< gagements your lordlhip has entered tntOy- 
^ leaves you not the liberty of addreffing me in* 
^^ Uiis manner : and I look upon the profeffions 
'< you make me as the higheft infult upon my* 
« diftrefe.** 

Lord B-— ^, notwithftaqding he found in this 
juftifiable haughtinefs the ruin of his hopes, could' 
not help admiring a mind fo rightly turned; 
humble with fuch propriety, and proud only 
when condefceniioii ivould be meanne& 

** This is not a time," faid he, " to tell yotr 
*^how far I am bound by thofe engagements you 
*^ fpeak of; but, whatever they are, they ought' 
^ not to deprive me of the bappinefs of doing 
'* you fervice." 

^< I am obliged to you, my lord," faid Ken- 
rietta; >* but, at prefent, the greateft fervice 
<< you can do me is to take no notice of me.'' 

In ipeaking.tliefe words, fhe courtefied, and 
would have left him; but he, ^ not able to part 
with her thus, fnatched her hand. 

"You muft not leave, me*'* faid he, ««till 
f ^ you promife to give me an opportunity. o£ 
" fpeaking to you more fully — Oh, how I lovo 
«< you !" cried he, gazing on her paffionatdy. 

<« Againy 
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^Again> thb infulting declaration!" inter- 
rupted Henrietta^, prilling her hand ffom him,, 
ftod; giving him a loot full of icorn and anger, 
iM {he turned away. 

•* Hear me, madam," cricd^be, purfuing her :: 
<* iiifier me in the charaSer of y«ur friend, to 
** t>ffcr you my fervices. My mother was for- 
*^merly acquainted with tacfy Meadows: if it 
^wiU be of any ufe to you, I will engage her 
f< to neoew it^ and offer her mediation betwixt 
^ your aunt and you. You muft not, by heaven? 
*^ you muiinoty, continue longer in fo fbocking^ 
•^ a fituation*" 

This propofal, and the eameft manner tit 
which it was made, drew Henrietta's attention :' 
angry as ihe was, flie thought it merited a civr^ 
return. 

*^ Doubt not, my lord," faid flic, her charm- 
mg eyes recovering their ufual fweetnefs, <^ that' 
*< I (hould be glad to confider you in the cha- 
<< ra£ter of a friend : and the offer you now make 
^ me is fo obliging, that I cannot difpenfe with« 
*« myfelf from telling you my rcafons for declin— 
** ing it." 

She then, in a few words^ acquainted him 
with the purport of her aunt's letter to her ^ 
^ Such are the terms," added (he, <* upon 
<^which a. .reconciliation witbh my aunt can 

«-bc^ 
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^ be only effedcd ; therefore the counter's in- 
** terpofitton in my favour, were ihe dtipofed to 
•-* grant it, would be of no ufe." 

Lord B — ^— , havihg before fully infonne<l 
bimfelf of every thing relating to mifs Courteney, 
sofooner heard that for fo trifling a compliance 
as the change of her religion it was in her power 
to fccurc lady Meadows' eftate to hcrfelf, which 
Ibe knew to be very confiderable, than he thought 
fit to alter his ftyle, and declared that the affair 
between mifs Cord wain and him was not carried . 
ib far to take from him the liberty of following 
bis inclinations, and of offering her his hand ; he 
begged her therefore to fovour him with another 
interview in the morning, when he would ex<» 
(diain himiiblf further. 

Henrietta perceiving the coiinteis's woman* 
approaching, and unwilling to leave' him in 
doubt with regard to her fentiments upon this 
new prc^ofal, thus anfwered haftily : 

«' My lord, this can never be : there are 
^ many obftacles againft it ; you will find it verjr 
^ difficult to furmount tbofe your own fannl^ 
** will throw in your way ; but, fuppofe that 
•* could be done, my fcruples will raife others. 
*• left eafy perhaps to be overcome,'** 

She left him when (he had faid tbe(^ few 
ifwht vd * went to meet Mrs. Smith, who 

told 
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told her fhe had procured a vehicle for her, zn^ 
ftat it would be at the back gate in lefs than an 
hour ; but, continued flie, there isa ftrange con- 
fiiGon within, have you feen your lady I 
, Henrietta told her (he had not. 
: ** God knows what t* the matter*' faid Mrst- 
Sniith ; << ihe went into the garden to look foE 
••* you as I imagined, and returned a few mi>- 
^' nutes ago with a moft wrathful countenance t 
^^ her father and (he confabulated together, and- 
<* then went into my lord^sdreffingrroom;. and< 
^* Mr. Jauvert, my lord!s gentleman, told me-that 
•V the old man feemed to be very uneafy.'* 

Henrietta had no time to make any reIIe£lion» 
upon what (he heard ; for a fej?vant that moment 
came to ^tell Mrs. Smith, that her lady had lent 
him to look for her, and deiired that (he would 
bring mi(i» Cordwain's woman to her apart* 
ment.. 

Henrietta,, though a little furprifed, folbwed' 
Mrs. Smith with great chearfulnefs, who defired 
her to wait in the anti-chamber, while (he wene" 
to acquaint her lady with her being there ; where 
wc will leave her for a few moments, till the^ 
iieader is informed of the accident that occa**- 
fioaed this fummons. 
♦ 

CHAP. 



y Google 



HENRIETTA. 



C H A F- VIII. 

Which contains a curious dialogue biitueen the earl 
and the citizen^ 



X^'ISS Cordwain, who in the notice lord 
R ■ took of Henrietta^ found matter 
fufficient for jealoufy and uneafinefs, entertained 
the moft injurious fufpicions^j when (he heard 
her woman's fudden refolution to return ^to Lon- 
doa i and having driven her from her pretence 
With a torrent of abufive language, veiled her 
rage in. tears as foon.asihe was gone. 

She reproached herfelf with her folly, in dif« 

miffing her fo readily ; when, by obliging her 

, to flay, ihe might have gueiTed her defigns, or 

at lead have obtained a more certain knowledge 

of them. 

Her miichievous imagination being now upon 
the &«ech to find fome expedient for protracting 
her departure, at laft prefented her with one 
which (he refolved to make ufe of. > 

She hid a diamond bracelet; and then rang 
her bell for Henrietta, with an intention to tell^ 
her, that (he could not find it, and infift upoa 
her producing it before (he left the earPs. 
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Mrs. Smith, who was that moment paffing 
by her apartment, and knew that Henrietta was 
not in the way, depped in to know what {he 
.wanted. Mifs Cordwain asked for her maid^ 
and, being told that (he was walking in the 
garden, haftened thither immediately, not more 
delighted with the opportunity (he now had of 
putting a ftop to her journey, than of afFroiiting 
her with the fufpicion of theft* 

As (he defcendcd the terrace, her eyes were 
blafted with the fight of her maid at a diftance 
in earneft difcourfc with her lover. 

At this confirmatipn of her fufpicions, (he 
fan back like a fury into the houfe, and meet- 
ing her father, who had juii left the earl in his 
dreffinjg-rbom, told him, that they were invited 
enly to be afironted: that Henrietta was lord 
B''— -'s miftreis; that he had taken her out of her - 
lervice ; and that (he was going back to London: 
that very night, at his requeft. ^ 

The old man, without ftaying to enquire 
farther, 'or' rcflecfting upon the extreme impro- 
bability of thb ftory, fwore that never a lord, 
in the land (hould ufe his daughter ill, and^ 
ftrode back to the earl's apartment, while mi(s; 
Cordwain retired to her own, meditating ven- 
geance, on tho£b that had fo cruelly ilijuredl 

Mr. 
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Mr. Cordwain, who had promiied himfelf to 
l^ak to the earl in very high terms, was no 
fooner ia hii prefence than he funk into thaft 
litde^i% which meer monied men are fo con« 
,fcious of, wkh perfons of birth and politenefi* 
However, be aflUmed courage enough to tell his 
lordihip, that he had fonaetbuig to fay to him in 
^rivale. 

The earl, obferving that bi« features wero 
ruffled, was a little furprifed ; but difmiiled his 
jgentleman immediate, though he was not 
^uke drefled, and then, with a coo^laifant 
fmile, defired the cidzen to let him know his 
commands. 

<^ I am a plain man, my lord," iaid Mr* 
Coidwain, <^ I don^ uodediaai fine compli* 
<*" mei^s and breeding, tbeu^ I don't want for 
^ manners neither ; and I am fiire I hsve always 
'*^ been very civil to your lordfiup ; and I did 
« not expeA that your losdftup wcaild have in- 
«< vited my girl and I here to Icoff at us* Mjr 
«< lord, J can give my girl forty thousand poundsi 
^ which 16 what tew lords can fay, let me tell 
^ you that ; and withal I am an honeft aasin, 
^ tho' I have forty thoufimd pounds more in mf ] 
^ pocket perhaps : but no matter for that, I am 
^ not proud of my riches." 

<♦ Mr* 
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«* Mr. Cordwain,*' faid his lordfhip, (wonder- 
ing to what this eloquent harangue tended) ^' I 
^ liope nothing has happened to give you any' 
« difguft ; upon my honour I have the higheft 
•< efteem for you, and Idiink I give a proof of 
♦* it, by being fo defwous of your aUiance ; tot 
^ I am at a lofs to comprehend your meanings 
^^ when you talk of my having invited you and 
-** your daughter here to aflfront you. Mifi 
<< Cordwain is a moft accomplifhed young 
*^ lady, and my fon has too much judgment 
^ not to be as fenfible as he ought or her 
** merits.** 

<* Indeed^ interrupted Mn Cordwain, *« my 
<* daughter is in my eye a very comely pung 
<* woman J and I vvill never giveber to any 
** man, though he were a 4uke or a prince, 
^ that would keep a mifbds under her nofe, as 
. <« one may fay." 

<< You aftonifh me, Mr. Cordwain,'* replied 
his lordfhip; *^ have you any reafon to fufpeft 
« that my fon ts a libertine ?" 

<«. My lord," returned Mr. Cordwain, ** I am 
<< no fcholar, I don't underftand hard words ; I 
<' have had learning enough to fcrape a fewthou* 
^ lands together, and that is fufficient for me* 
<^ Your lord(hip*s fon may be a libertine for 
^ what I can tell^ that's neither here nor there ; 

"but 
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•" but I amfiire he is a terrible rake ; and what 
" tender father," purfued he, almoft in tean, 
^« would many his child to a rake, to have aU 
"the fruits of his toil and labour, for thirty 
*' years and upwards, fqugndcrcd away moB 
** lewd women ?" . 

"Sure ! Mr. Cordwain," interrupted b» 
lordflup, with a fterner accent, «' you dp not 
»t imagine my fon capable of afling fo difhonour- 
" ably : his principles, Mr. Cordwain— " 

"Nay, nay, my lord," rcfumcd the ciiizeni 
« I have nothing to fay againft his principles^ 
** he is no Jacobite, I dare engage : hu^ bi; is 
"a nUce, my lord, that is my objeftion to him, 
•♦ and takes are very bad husbands.*' 

"My fon,- feid the peer, "may havchad 
« fome yoathfiil follies j but I am fure mift 
" Cordwain's-beauty and good feak will fix his 
" heart.'' 

" And doe$ your lordfliip really think my girj 
" a beauty ?" faid the fond father, his eyesgliftin, 
ing with pleafure. "Indeed I always- thought to j 
" but fethers, my lord, are apt to be panial." » 

" She is both beautiful and witty," replied bk 
fordflup, who found every exceUence in fifty 
thoufand pounds. 

" Nay, as for her wit," feid MrAGwdwain 
" I am the beft judge of that, who have feea 
1 "i» 
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'*<^her growing up 4itider my eye. She took her 
^ learning furprifmgly, my lord, and by the 
-** time {he was ten years old, (he had read har 
'•* Pfalter quite through. Would it riot grieve 
*^ one theft (continued be) to part with fuch a 
*< girl as this to one that will flight her, and keep 
'•«miftrcfies?*' 

•« Do me the favour, Mr. Cordwairt,** faid 
his lordOkip, *^ to acquaint me with your rea^ 
•<* fons for fufpeSing that my fon will keep a 
"•< miftrefs, though he fliould be fo happy as to 
•*< have mifs Cordwain for a wife ?** 

«« Why, you' muft know, my lord,*' replied 
the citizen, looking extremely wile, ^^ (hat I 
*« have made a difcovcry ; and your fon is ao- 
^^ tually carrying on an intrigue widi my daugh* 
•** ter's maid." 

<< Sure this muft be fome miftake,^' cAefi. the 
peer. • 

<« No> no, «y lord,*^ anfwered Cordwidn, 
•«• it i» no-idiftake, I am very 4ufe^ it%** 

•** And you hkve difcovered this intrigue, you 
««fay,?' <fefufxied iris Jordfcip:: *^pray when, 
"*• and tby what means, did you difcover it?" 

** About half an hour ago,'* replied Mr. Cord- 
frain^ ^<^iny daughter tbW me of it.** . 

t • «Ohf 
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^^ Oh ! then it was your daughter that difon ' 
'^^ vered it,'* faid hb lordihip, finiling a little at 
die old man's abfurdity. 

•* Ay, ay, my lord,'* cried he, conftruing 
that fmile into an acknowledgment of his daugh- 
ter's iagacity. ^^ I told your lordihip (he did not 
«* ynsit for wit.'* 

*^ But mifs Cordwain is oertaunly miflakei? 
^ xumy"* bid the peer ; " this is fome pretty 
^ frowardneft, a love-quarrel ; depend upon it 
^ we (hall find it fo : however, I vnll talk to 
<< my fon, and I'll engage the countefi to dif- 
*« courle your daughter upon this matter. Come, 
<< Mr. Cordwain, we who are the parents of 
«^ thcfe young people know their true intereft 
*^ better than they do, and mufi endeavour to 
<< make up this little breach between them. I 
'* will make an end of dreffing," purfued hb 
lordlbip, bowing low to the cit, ^* and join 
^ you in the garden a quarter of an hour hence» 
<* «riien I hope to dear up this aflair fo your 
** iatis&diom 

Mr. Cordwain immediately withdrew; and 
the peer having ftepped to his lady's apartment 
to acquainrlier with this ftrange ftory, left it to 
her to mam^e mifs Cordwain, and went in 
queft of his fon, who, when Henrietta left him». 
bad retired to his fiudy, and was revolving in 

Vo&.n. £ bia 
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his mind a fefaeoi^^ whkfa, bjr reconciling 
bis imereft to his love, ^ould gratify all hir 
wiibes. 



C H A P/ DC 

In which Henrietta has an interview with the 
countefs. 

^H£ countefsy like a difcreet matron, was 
refolved to fee the young woman, of whom 
mi(sCbrdwain entertained a jealoufy, that fhe 
might by wholefbme counfels fortify her againft 
feduflien; for flie fuppofed that this (ufpicion 
took its rife from the girKs being pretty, and 
perhaps fome little unmeaning gallantry of her 
fon's, who, like all other young men, admired 
tieauty wherever he found it. 

She was willing alio to know certainly whe- 
Aer mils Cordwain's fears were only imaginary,, 
that Ihe might the better efFedt a reconciliation 
between tbc lovers; for flie paffionately deiired 
the completion of a match that would put her 
ibn into poiTeifion of forty thoufand pounds. 

When Mcs. Smith appeared, in confequence 
of her iiuimons, and told her that Mrs. Hen- 
rietta waited her ladyfliip's conmuuids^ the coun- 
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tefi aiked her what fort of a young woman fht ^ 
was? 

' Mn* Smith rq>lied, that (he was an aokward 
£>rt of a body, mightily conceitecl of her beauty 
ihe believed ; and Hesrven knows, added (he, 
ihe has not much to boaft of. 

*«• Wdl ; tdl her to come in,*' faid the coun- 
tefs, beginntflg to believe, from this account of 
her, that mi(s Cordwain's fears were not without 
foundation ; for vanity, flie well knew, was the 
g^at underminer of chaftity, from the duchetf 
down to the chamber-maid. ^ 

When Henrietta entered the xoonty the coun- 
tefs, who cxpefted to fee a very different pcffon, 
was fo ftruck with her beauty and the dignity of 
her air, that (he rofe from her feat, and returned 
the graceful courtefy (he made her with a com- 
plaiikncethat furprifed her own woman, who, 
being twdered by her lady to leave the room, in- • 
ftahtly obeyed, but went no ferther than the 
<fc)or, where (he flood liftenlng, and heard all 
that pafied, 

«* Yott appear to me,'* faid the countefi to 
Henrietta, with an engaging fmile, ** to deferve 
<< (b little the fufpieions that are entertained of 
<*you, that I teally know not how to mention 
«* them to you, thoogh it was for that purpofe I 
*« fern for you hither/' 

£ z Hen- 
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, Henrietta was a little furprifed at this begih'* 
ningi but confcbus of the integrity of all her 
atSionS) (he was wholly free from any appre* 
benfions that could difcompofe her*. 

^^ I know not, niadam ((aid (he) the nature 
<* of thofe fufpicions which I have incurred^ 1>ut 
•' I am very* fore I have no guilt to reproach niy- 
^^ felf with, which (hould make me fear to fUnd 
** the ftrifleft fcrutiny.** 

*< Upon my word I believe you,** £iid the 
4U)imtefs, charmed with the noUe confidence of 
her anfwer, and the graceful oianner in wbij:& 
U was ddivered ; << and it muft.be my fon's im* 
«* prudence that bas given occaiion for Mr* 
•* CordwainV fufpicions." 

The oountefi was too delicate to make ufe of 
mi&Cordwain's name upon this occafiori; but 
Henrietta in an inftant com|»ehended the whole 
myftery^ and was now able to account for the 
injurious language (he had given her. 

^ Own freely to me,'' puHtied the counte(8, 
<fmiling9 ^^ has not my fon been n little trouble- 
^ (bme to you,' and talked to you of love and 
^fuchidlcftuflpr 

<«It is fixne mortificatiOQ to me^ madam,** 
.replied Henrietta, bluflung, «< to own that I 
«« have been affronted in the manner your lady-» 
^ fliip meotiooa ; however it i$ wtmif true,. 
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*' lord B— — has thought fine weak enough' to 
•' to be daxzkd with hrs jxok&oasJ* 

«« Then you have fecn my fon often,*' fald 
the countefs. 

Henrietta, who thought it behoved her to b« 
very explicit on this occafion, related to th« 
countefs the manner of hei becoming acquainted 

with lord B ^ hi^ concealing faimfelf in hor 

chamber^ and his behaviour afterwards. 

^^ I did not know his lonUhtp's name,'* puf- 
iiied file ; ^ and though I often heard him men- 
^* tiohed at Mr. Cor<Iwain's, yet as I had no 
*' reafbn to ftifpe£t that he was the fame young^ 
^ nobleman, whom I had fuch reafon to avoid, 
^ I nUule no fcruple to attend mifi Cordwaia 
« hither.'* 

•* I am very much concerned," (aid the couQ- 
tefs, •* toTiear this account of my fon ; it was a 
^< very (hocking attempt. So you ha^re acquainted 
** your miftrcis with what happened ?'* 

♦* No^ madam/* anfwered Henrietta, «* that 
' *< was not neceilary ; but when I difcovered ibat 
•* lord B— — was the peribn who had treated .mt 
^ fo freely, I defired mifi Cordwain to difmifs me, 
^ becaufe I did not chuTe to throw myfelf in hb 
**way.'* 

E 3 ** Thai 
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. «« That was very prudently refolvcd/* feid 
the countefs i <' and when are you to leave mifil 
« Cordwain ?" 

** Immediately, madam,'* replied Henrietta j 
*^ I have provided uayfelf with a poftchaife t<> 
*^ return to London^ and I believe it is now 
** waiting .for me.'* 

" Certainly !'* faid the countefs (after a littie 
futufe) ^^ this fudden re(blution of yours muft 
•' furprife. naifs Cordwain. What d&l fcc fay 
** when you acquainted her witb it r" 

" Shejwas extremely angry» madaoi,'* repUei 
Henrietta, ^< and faid many fevere things to me^ 
*< at which I was then aftonilhed ; but if mift 
"f * Cordwain entertained any unfavourable fuf- 
*<picions of me, her -behaviour may be ac« 
'** counted for.** 

" Since you have not acquainted her,'* faid 
the countefs, ** with my fon's rude attempt 
•* upon you,^hat reafon could flie kave to fuf- 
«« pcft you f " ' 

•« I know of none, madam," anfwered Hen- 
rietta, ** except his lordfliip's fpeaking to mc 
*^ in th« garden a little time ago, may have 
•♦ come to her knowledge." 

*< You have (hewn fo much candor in your 
•^ anfwers to my qucftions,'* refumed the coun- 
ted, ^' that I am perfuaded you will tell me. 
, , , " frankly 
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^ fhnkly die fid^ed of my ion's df fcourfe to you 
^« in the gardeni" 

^' I was bom to fiiffhr indignltieB, madam," 
faid Henrietta, her cheeks gloWing with indigna- 
tion 4 ^< My lord B , though he muft knovr 

^* that I was not ignorant of his honourable paf- 
^* fion for miis Cordwain, yet dared to affront 
** me with the mention of his love." 

The countefi was a little furprifed at th» 
fally, which efcaped Henrietta in the warmth 
of her refen^mem, when ihe called to her re* 
membrance a declaration, which fhe looked on 
as the higheft infult, fince lord fi—- ** was ac- 
quainted with her birth. Had the countefs 
known that it was the grand-daughter of the earl 
of -—9 who exprefled heWelf in fuch lofty terms, 
ihe would have admired that becoming pride, 
which fiiggefted them ; but in the waicipg-maid 
. of mifs Cordwain, it appeared abfurd and ridicu* 
lous, and Ihe was ready to fufpe£t her of artifice 
and difixmulation. 

But when Ihe caft her eyes upon Henrietta, 
and law the emotion with which (be was agi-^ 
tated, the deep blufli that glowed on her cheeks, 
and the tears .that trembled in her eyes, fhe re« 
« proached herfelf "with the.injuftice fhe was guilty 
of, in fo foon admitting doubts of her inno* 
, cence. 

E 4 Hen- 
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Henrietta, fuppoTiDg from the filence of tht 
counteis, that (he had no more to lay to her^ 
courteiied to her rerpefUiilly, and was about to 

withdraw. 

^* Yoa muft not go,*^ bid that lady in an 
bilging accent^ <* till I know whether it is in 
** my power to (erye you. You have thrown 
^ up mifs Cordwain's fenrice upon my ion's ac- 
^ count, it is but juft therefore that I {hould 
^< procure you another ; if you are not provided 
^* for, I will recommend you to my lifter, iht 
^* will either take you herfelf, or fettle you with 
«« another lady." 

The counteis, in making this offer, had an- 
other view befides ferving Henrietta. She was 
not willing to lo(e fight of h^, for (he rightly 
judged that with ib many charms in her perfon^ 
0nd an under (landing far above what was gene* 
rally found in perf^ns of her rank, this young 
woman was very likely to infpire a iblid paffion; 
and (he dreaded left her ion (hould be fo & cap« 
tiVated by her as to negled the advantageoui 
match that was now ofiisred him. 

If (he placed her with her fifter, or with any 
bf her friends, it would not be cafy, (he thought^ 
for her fon to get accefs to her ; or if he refolved 
to continue hir purfuit, hit 4kl)gns, whatever 

thef 
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they were, would be known fooa enough to be 
ptevented* 

Henrietta penetrated no further into the coun« 
teis^s fentiments, than what ferved to give her a 
high idea of her benevolence. She accepted her 
offer with expreffions of the deepeft gratitude ; 
and this the lady confidering as a proof of her 
fincerity and right intentions, (he, in the billet 
whiQh ihe gave ber for ber fifter, recommended 
her in very obliging terms to her favour. 

Henrietta again politely tbanked her^ and, 
receiving th^ billet, upon wbkh there was a full 
direSion, ffae went out of the countefs's chamber, 
with an intention to depart inuncdiately« 

Mrs, Smith, whom (he found in the anti- 
chamber, informed her, that her chaife was 
waiting for her at the gate ; upon which Hen- 
rietta took leave of her, and defcended the back- 
ftairs, but was fuddenly flopped by Mr. Cord- 
Win, who had followed ber, and, feizing her 
rudely by the arm, charged her with having 
cobbed bis daughter. 
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Coniaim a difcovery which it is hoped the readtr 
will not he difpkafed with. 

" G° ^ ^ Heaven !" exclaimed Henrietta, 
in the utmofl aftonifhrnent, ^^ what can 
<* this mean ?" 

, " Look you child," faid the citizen, *^ my 
*< daughter tells me you have ftole her diamond 
^' bracelet : any body but myfelf would fend you 
^' to prifon dire£Uy \ but I am tender-hearted, 
*^ and confider, that though I could bang you 
•* for this robbery, yet that would be poor fafif- 
** fafiion for fuch a lofs : therefore in compaf- 
** fion I will fparc your life, provided you iramc* 
*^ diately reftorc the bracelet." 

Henrietta had by this time collefled her fcat- 
tered fpirits, and comprehended the motive of 
this malicious accufation. 

** May I not fee mifs Cordwain, fir ?" faid 
{he, in a compofed accent ; ^< I am pretty fure 
«< that I can convince her (he wrongs me greatly 
«* by this ftrange fufpicion." \ 
• ** Sec her ! what Ihould you fee her for ?" re- 
plied the old man, «*unlefs you will give me 

"back 
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^ back the bracelet r yoit muft not think to 
*' move her with your whining ; her intreatiea 
** fliall not fave you if you are obftinate ; fo 
^' look to it : but come, perhaps you will have 
*< the grace to repent, and return the bntcelet f 
*' come along.*' 

Saying this, he pulled her up ftairs, and led 
her, with no great cocnplaifance, into his dail^- 
tcr's chamber, who fat exulting in her fuccefsful 
mifchief, "and the dtfgrace (he had fixed upon the 
creature that prefumed to rival her : a blulh how- 
ever dyed her cheeks at the fight of Henrietta, 
who, with a look that at once exprefled the 
higheft contempt of her mean accufer, and calm 
confidence in her own untainted innocence, aflced 
her how (he had fo far oiFended her as to make 
'her feek her life ? 

** Offended me, creature !** faid mifs Cord- 
^ wain , " have you the affurance to imagine that 
**J am uneafy becaufe— becaufe— You vain 
«* faucy flirt— who told you that L could be 
*• jealous of you ? and fo you fij(5pofc— but 
** you (hall produce my bracelet." 

♦* Ay, that (he Ihall," cried the citizen ; ^ I 
** wilh we were in town, I would carry her be- 
** fore alderman Grey-gpofeimmediately» Come, 
<' girl, don't be a fool, butdeliver up the bracelet, 
^^ for this is hanging matter, letim tell you." 

E6 >«Db 
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rietta, lookiiig on mirs Coidwain wiA t moft 
contemptiioiu finile, ** to go through with thii 
^ malkioiB accufiiion ? awl are you rdblvcdio 
^* pei]ure3fourfel^ and iwcar that I have gotyour 
••bracelet?'' 

«« What doesr the creatare meaii !" intemipted 
mi6 Cordwauiy odouring.' 

«< My meamng is/' bid Henrietta^ <« that 
^ your bracelet is certainty in your own poflef* 
** fion ; and that you pretend to have loft it polity 
•* to fix a fcandal upon me." 

«' O my God T cried mifi Gordwain, putting 
her hand to her head : ^ the exceffive iofolenoe 
•* of dib wench affeds me fo, I believe I fhalt 
'^ ftint-* Dear papa, let her go about her buli<* 
*< nefi, I had rather lofe ten bracelets than fufieir 
^ b much unealinels. Dear fir> let her go» 
** one time or other ihe will meet with her de« 
<* ferts. She will not ftop at this theft, but 
** fomebody elfe may bring her to juftice ; I will 
^ have nothing more to do with her.** 

** Bafe woman f* cried Henrietta, almoft 
choaked with r^e. *• No, I will not take the 
^ Kberty you ofier me : has our laws, think you, 
^^ no puniihment for a calumny like this, that 
•< ftrikes at life as well as reputation i You 
•• (hail he Arced to prove yotir cha^,' «nd 

J ♦* my 
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^ my fitiMi fliall be^dcared t» your ererlafting 

Mift Cordwatm conicious of her gutlCt and 
lypreheniive of th^ oonfix|uei]ces of what (he 
had doi^» koevr not what aniwer to make to 
this menace. As for the citizen* he ftared with 
fiiipld wonder upon the injured fair one : for the 
extraordinaiy emotion ihe was in» gave fuch ve« 
.bemence to her utterance, and fuch fire to her 
eyes, that he even trembled, as if in the prefence 
of fome fupertor being. But poor Henrietta, 
after this fudden fally of rage, found her heart 
, fo pppre&d with the indignity (he had fuiFered, 
.that (he burft into a violent paffioo of tears. 

Mils Cordwain was ready to renew her iofults, 
^hen ihe found her to mortified, and her fiither 
.being recoycred from his pannic, again tugged 
her to reftore the bracelet i when a fervant camt 
in, and. informed tbemj that dinner was going 
to be ferved, and that his lord and lady expeded 
them in the dining-room* 

Mifi Cordwain immediately obeyed the fum» 
mons, for ihe dreaded the conclufton of this 
alFair. When ihe entered the room, the coun- 
ted, who knevi^ nothing of what had happened, 
leeing her look very pale, aiked her, if ihe 

was well? and lord B > who had pro- 

viiMJuaiather to cuit her jealoui^ by rodoubleid 

afiir 
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atf duity for the future, approacbed^and, with st 
well counterfeited tendernefs, expreflfed his con- 
cern for her indifpofiiion. 

Mifs Cordwain, who had been aflured by her 
father that the earl ^arneftly dcfircd the match 
1>etween his fon and her fhould go forward, rer 
Iblved not to protrafl it by any (hew of refent- 
ment at what was paft, and therefore received 
fais h'ttle affiduities with all the complaifance (he 
was miftrefs of ; but defirous of mortifying him 
in the perfon of her who had fo greatly attrafted 
his notice, as well as to give him an opinion of 
the foftnefs of her difpofition, ihc told him, that 
indeed (he was pro^igioufly difcompofed i that her 
maid had robbed her; ^* and my father,'' added 
(he, *' threatens the poor wretch with a profecu- 
<* tion, and I was weak enough to be exceffivety 
^* (hocked with her blubbering.** 

** Has your maid robbed you, mifi ?" faid the 
countefs, extremely furprifed. 

^* She has fiolen a diamond bracelet from me 
** this very mornings madam," replied mifs Cord- 
wain. 

*« Impoffible !" cried lord B , in a tranf- 

port that deprived him of all confideration ; 
<^ mifs Courteney could not be guilty of any 
f * thing mean or fcandalous/' 

Thcfe 
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Thde words were fcarce uttered, when he 
difcovered and repented of his-indifcretion ; but 
it was now too late to repair tt» 

<^ Mif$ Courteney V* repeated miTs Cordwain. 
recovering from her furprik i ** who is mils 
** Courteney, my lord ?'' 

The countefs, perceiving her (on wm embar- 
railed^ endeavoured to relieve bini) by asking 
mifs Cordwain fome queftions concerning her 
log ; but that young lady would not be diyerted 
from her queftion. 

^^ This creature has a variety of nanie$, I 
'< fuppofe (faid £he} : (he hired herielf to me by 
^< the name of Benfon, and Courteney it feems 
^< is that ihe has been formerly known by. Surd 
^' I have been very unfortunate to get fuch a 
**« wretch to attend me.** 

** Madam," faid lord B i , again thrown 
off his guard by his indignation at hearing a wo- 
man of Henriett2i*s merit (o grofly abufed, *^yo« 
" don*t know who you are fpeaking of i" 

** Why, do you know ?" faid the carl to his 
fon, in an accent that (hewed bow extremely he 
was difpleafed with his imprudence. 

«* Yes, my lord (replied he) I do ; and ma- 
^* dam,** purfued he, addrei&ng himfelf to mifs 
Cordwain, '^ I am (ure you will have candor ] 
** enough to excufc my engaging with fome 

«« warmth 
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<< WArmth in the defence of the unfprttmate 
^ jroung hdy^. who is now yo\u fervant, when 
^ you fliall know, that flic i« the niece of the 
* eari ol •»— — , and that it is her fii m attach^ 
^ ment to the rdigion ihe was brought up in, 
^ which hindte her from fuccceding to a very 
^ latge eftate, and makes it neceflary foi her to 
*• ga to fervice for a fubfiftence/' 

This account brought tears into the eyes of 
ibe oountefs, who inly applauded herfelf for her 
difcermnent in the fovourablefentimemsftebad 
toncetved fov Heiirietta before (he knew who ihe 
Wis. 

The. earl appeared moved, and was begin- 

Sling to a(k his ion fonie queflions conccirnw 

jng this fair unfortunate, when mifs Cord^ 

- wain fecdied a deep iigh, ud fell back in her 

chair. 

Rage at this difcovery of' her livars birth and 
catraordinary^ m^it, and tenor, kil the f€;an- 
^alous accufation ihe had forged againil her, 
fliould end in her own disgrace,, operated fo 
powerfully upon her fpirits, that ihe fainted 
away. 

While the ccuntefs fupported her, lord B — 
rang the bell very deliberately far aifiilance ; and 
die earl, not much concerned at an accident, 
Vfiiidibe'^isifiited to ajcalou^ tlut proved her 

piffioii 
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paffim for his. fon, took that opportanlty to ttm 
m.ind him that it was his intereft to knpxwe di» 
afie£tion this young womaa had for him. 

The counted, who bad in vain fcarthed. bet 
pockets for a iiaeUing-bottle, ordered a iervaflt» 
who appeared at die fummons of the bdl) to 
bring one off her, toilet s when Mr. CordwM 
entered the rooni) and, fiseing his daughter in 
Aat oondidofly oiade but one flep from the dbor 
to tl^eidace where ihefiit, exdaimiog^ «« Oh< 
*< my child, what ails my child ? is fixe dead ?" ^ 

«« Don't be alamed,*' iaid the countefi, <« it 
<< is only a faiatiog fi^ fha will recover pie^ 
« fcntly.^ . _ 

- Lord B-^-— 9 who was alhamed to appeal 
wholly inafiive upon this occafi6n before hit 
de£goed father-io*law» had prefence of mind 
enough to take a decanter of water from the 
£de^boar39 and fpdnkle fi»ne of it on mtfsCord* 
wain's face. 

This remedy was applied fo (iiccefifully, that 
file lAiniediately opened her eyes^ but the firlk 
objed. they met had like to have dofed tbeiii 
again ; for her fathef^ hearing a iineinng-bottle 
called for, remembered that Ihe always carded 
one or two about her, and, fbarchingherpocke^ 
with uemUing hade, pulled out, with a fmdl* 
ing-boitlet the hcacdet Which ihe had* cQnc8al<4 

Ihere^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4^ .HENRIETTA. 

there^ as in a place where it vm likdj to be mofl 

iecurey being fid^jed to no feardi imt bef own. 

The old man made none of thofe reflediont 
upon thisaccideoty whiph were obvious enough 
ID every one eUe ; lnit» perceiving hcs daughter 
was beginning to recover, j^eTented the brnoelel^ 
inftead of the iinelling-boltk to her, conceiving 
Ihe former to be the heft leftorative. 

«« See, diild !" cried he, in a trtnipore, «< I 
'* have found your bracelet«-eofS^e, you mttk 
*^ be vv^ll now— -I don't wonder you was grit ved': 
^ truly it would have been a great U>b»** 

Mifi Cordwain flattered herftlf from die wordi 
Ihavi found your bracelet^ that her father had 
wit enough to fave her from any reproach, by 
giving fomc favourable turn to the difcovery ; 
but in this fhe greatly over-rated his abilities. 

« And where doft think I found it, child ?*♦ 
purfued the old man : *^ even in thy own pocket, 
^* as all the company can witnefs/' 

*^ Very true i" faid lord B-— ^-, malici- 
cufly. 

*' Was it found in my pocket ?*' faid mi6 
tJordwain^ "Why ^hen, to be furc, I pulled 
•' it ofF with my glove this morning, and forgot 
<' it : I proteft I am forry there has been fo much 
f* noifc made about it.*' 

*' It 
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<< It is s pity indeed/^ fsiid the countefs, ^ coo* 
^ fideringwho the peffon ia that. was iipp(M 
•« to have ftolea it." 

^^ O la ! papa," i^ried miis Cordwain> ^* you 
*^ don't know ^at .my maid Henrietta is difco- 
«* vercd to be a great lady. Upon my word it 
*' is truc>'* purfued Ihc, teeing him look fur* 
prifed. 

** I am forry to hear that/* faid the citizen^ 
rubbing his forehead; «*forif fhc has fricnd% 
** who will iupport her, Ihe may commence a 
*< fuit againft me for Scandalum Mi^aatum^ 
^^ and what a power of money may I loie — See 
*< what comes of your heedleilheis9 girU X pro- 
«« teft I don't know what to do." . 

The countefs, though ihe was vexed at the 
vulgar farcafm of the daughter^ was neverthele& 
defirpus of freeing the old man from his unea^^ 
nefs, as well as to have an excufe for vjfiting tht 
injured young Udy. ^ * 

<< I am perfuaded (faid fhe) that mifs Cour^- 
** tcncy's delicacy will prevent her from fceking 
^ any publick repara^on for the affront (be has 
^ fuffered j but I will fee her myfelf, and, if nc- 
*« ceffary,diffuade her from taking any rcfolution 
** to your prejudice." 

Lord B-^ — Tj who was talking to his father at 
a dtftant wiAdow» hearing tUs piopoial, ap^ 

proached^ 
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proadiecf, an*j by a look which he gave the 
coumefs his mother, feemed to befpeak her ut- 
Bioft tendemels and complaifance to the affli£led 
fair one. 

Mr. Cordwaln thanked her heartily for her 
kindnefe. « But, Qdfo ! ray lady/' cried he, 
flopping her as flie was going out, ** I beg 
*• yourladylhip's pardon, you muft take the key 
**-up with you," continued he, fumbling in his 
pockets, and at laft pulling it out ; ** for whcit 
*• I came down, I locked the door for fear the 
••bird Ihould fly away.** With tbefc words, 
heg^veth« counteft the key, fmiling and nod- 
ding he 'head in applaufe of his own fagacity* 

The countefs was extremely fliocked to hear 
of this new indignity which the poor young 
lady had fuffercd, but (he dificmbled her concern, 
and filently withdrew. 

Ix)rd B- — again ftole to a window to hide 
liis emotions ; and the earl, though greatly dif- 
gufled with the behaviour of both father and 
daughter, yet approached them with a complai- 
iant air, and congratulated the latter on the re- 
covery of her jewd/ 

Thus did thefe noble perfi>ns accoomiodate 
thcmfelve^ to the manners of thofe whom they in 
ftcretdcfpifedi and, for the fake of a few paltiy 

i thou* 
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thoulands^ {Hewed the utmoft folicttude to zBb^ 
date plebeian meannels in the honours of a noble 
anceftry, and to giye tide^ rank, precedence^ 
to one who would diigrace them all. 



C H A P. XI, 
Henrietta rOmm t9 London, 

THE countefi, who. was greatly affe£led 
with the cruel ufage Henrietta had re-> 
ceived, could with difiiculty reflrain her tears 
when (be entered tbr room where the fair pri- 
fener was confined : that air of diftin^ion which 
Ihe had obferved in her before (he knew her 
birth, feemed now more remarkable^ and made 
die humiliating condition to which fhe was re- 
duced, a fubjed of painful reflexion to lady — *^» 
who approached her with a look of tendernefi 
and pity, and, taking her band, 

*^ I ftarce know how to ipeak to you (faU 
^ ihe) about an afiair that mils Cordwain has 
*^ much more reafon to be afhamed of than you« 
^ She has found her bracelet.'' 

Henrietta was a little fiirprifed at the kind and 
(uniltar manner ^in which {be countefs accofte4 
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her ; but fttU preferring; that diftant xtfycQ^ 
iN^iich was due from the charader fhe had a£> 
liimed to a lady of her rank, (he courtefied pro- 
foundly loWf and dianked her for the honour flie 
did her in condeicendiog to bring this grate&l 
piece of news herfelf* 

" I muft tcU you aUb," faid the countefs, 
<< that I am not ignorant of your nanse and fa- 
<< mily, nor of your motives for fubmitting to go 
•* to fervice ; for which you dcfcrvc to be efteemed 
<< and admired by all the world. It was my fo» 
^* that betrayed your fecret/' purfued the lady, 
obierving that Henrietta looked furprifed; <* I 
<< will not aflc you now how you came to intruft. 
^ hi(xi with it, fbme other time you (ball, if you 
«^ pieafe, tell me all your fiory« I have now only 
*^ leifure to aflTure you, that I am your fincere 
•^friend, and that I will ferve you with all the 
^< intereft I have in anyway you fhall defire/* 

Henrietta^ after m^ing a proper acknowiedg* 
ment for this kind declaration, told the countefi^ 
that being determined to continue the way of 
life (he had entered into, till her relations ol 
themfelves thought proper to alter it, the lecom*. 
tnendation her ladyfbip had given her to her 
lifter, was the greateft fervice (he could poffibly 
defire, and would be ever moft gratefully xemem* 
bered* 

♦ «i 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



H ir N R I ETTA. q^ 

** I admire your refotuttoiiy oaifi Courtenejr,'* 
Aid the counted ; ^* but I am grieved to think yoit 
/< .ftkould be in a. Ikt^tion fo unworthy of yon f 
<< iamethingmuftbedoiieto^tiicateyourromit.'* 

^ I begi madam,'' £ud Henrietta, << that youf 
^ la^fliip's kind cpncem for me may noc lead 
*< you to take any fte(i» ifi my favour with my 
« relations^ No ;*' purfued* flie, with feme 
warmth, ^* their unnatural behaviour to me de« 
<^ ferves the negleA I {hew them, in not ibiictt- 
<< ing^ their a$ftanc«. I have already got ov^ 
<( all thofe little paffi^ms ai|d prejudices which' 
** might hinder me from being cafy with my. 
<• humble lot ; and I freely confcfa to you,, 
•'^madani, that I find a fccret plcafurc in the» 
^' thoughts of mortifying the pride of my lord 
" — ~> when fome^ccident (for fomc accident it 
** muft be) fliall £hcw him his niece in the quality 
"of afervant." 

" Confent at leaft," faid the countefs, ««- to^ 
«« my acquainting my lifter with your birth, 
«« that flie may endeavour to place you in fuch a 
*• manner as will be moft agreeable to you/* 

« I d<5 not wifli, madam, to be known to the. 
<• perfon I fcrve," replied Henrietta j « and ^ 
«« dcfupc to have no other confideration iObewii 
** me than what my behavbur in the ftation I 
^ am placed in (hall merit.^ 

'•'Well, 

/ 
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<< Wdl,'' faid die counters, <« it (hall be as 
** you would have it j but I cannot exprefi' to 
^< you how much I efteem and admiit you— « 
'* You may judge of my good opinion of you, 
^ mifs, when I tell you, that as to what regards my 
<< fon's paffion for you, I depend entirely upon 
«< your candor and generofity. Your know bur 
<^ views- for him ; and this is all I (hall (ay/' 

<< I am obliged to you, nuidam,'^ faid Hen- 
iretta, *^ for the confidence you repofe in me; 
<< I wili endeavour to 4eferve it. And now, 
^ madaiir,*' purfued fhc^ fmiling, *< fince my 
<< imprifonment is at an end, I will» with your 
** lady(hip*8 permiffion, fet out immediately for 
. ^ London ; the chaife I had hired is, I fuppoiep 
^ ftill waiting for me. I hope to have the ho* 
<< nour of prefimting your letter to lady D ■ ■> 
f* to-moriDW or next day at fartheft." 

<< Take my kindeft wi(hes along with you,** 
laid thie counteis, kiffing her, and taking a dia* 
<shond ring from her finger : ** wear this for my 
<^ fake," faid (he, giving it to Henrietta ; <« th« 
<< intrinfick value of it is but fmall, but I hbpt 
*< you wiO confider it as a mark of my efteem for 

The counted went out of the room as (bon at 
fte had fpoken thefe words, leavbg Henrietta 
extremely affi:Acd with her kindnefsi and all 
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jDtbftacks to her journey being now removed, (be 
faaflened to the gate, placed herfelf in her po^ 
chatfe which (he found waitings and in a few 
fnoments was out of iigbt. 

Mean time, the counted returned to her com*- 
Vaiayj and told Mr. Cordwain, fmiling, that he 
liad nothing to fear from Henrietta's vindi&tve 
refolutions. Upon which, mifsCordwain faid^ ' 
Ae would go up to her, and make her an apo- 
logy for what had happened,; but dinner wtt 
that moment ferved, which made it not neceflaiy 
Ibrthe countefs to tell her that Henrietta was 
gone, in order to prevent her intended civility : 
but as feon as a proper opportunity oflFered, (he 
M)k care to let the young lady know, that her 
fiifpicions of Henrietta were very ill grounded ; • 
that Ihe was perfeflly virtuous ; and h'kely to re- 
main in the obfcure condition of a fervant> unlefi 
her relations, who were perfons of rank and for- 
tune, thought proper to do fomething for her. 

She added, in order to remove all her uneaf(>^ * 
nefs^ that fhe bad recommended her to a lady 
who would procure her a place, which was the 
lead {he could do for a young woman of her birtli^ 
in fuch unhappy circumftances. 

Mi£i Cordwaun was very.well iatisfied with 

what the coontdb bad donei bdog perfuaded^ 

VoL,IL F that 
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that fince (he was To defirous the treaty between 
Joid B— — and her (hould go forward^ that flie 
ivould take care to hinder any thing from hap- 
pening on the part of Henrietta, that might give 
lier caufe fordilguft. 

But poor lord B— was jn a truly piti^ife 
Htuation : he mm in love wiili die perfea of 
Henrietta, and ibe fortune of mtfs Cordwun ; 
«iid thefe difiGeient paffions by turns equally po& 
jlcfibd hhn, fo that it.was impc^hle for him to 
form any fixed refolotion* ' 

When he reflected on the Iblid advant:^ 
thatwould aecnie to him from a marreige widi 
(the packer's daughter, fuch as being enaUed ta 

j^y at high at Arthur's as my lord , to 

bring as many race«hories to New*Market as 

m ■ , to baVe as i^lendid equipages as the esu*l 

^ — — *, and feveral others, which make the 
imvy and emulation of many of our prefent race 
^ nobles, he was ready to lacrifice his ijidijia- 
Itions to motives fo juft, fo reafonable, fo meri- 
torious* 

3ut when the image of Henrietta rofo to his 
^loughts ; her perfon fo lovely, her manners fo 
^gant, her birth not beneath his own, her virtue 
fo eminent ; how could he think of putting fuch 
A tieafure out of his reach, by marrying herdef- 
l^icablcrivall And indccd^fojuft were his aotioas 

s vf 



y Google 



HENRIETTA. 99 

€f thb treafure, and~(b high his value of it, tbar^ 
pmvided any method could be found to reconcile 
her to her aunt, and fecure to her the fucceffion 
ittf hereftate^ he would willingly have renounced 
his preteniions to mrfs Cordwain, and have mar- 
ried Henrietta ; though her fortune, as heirefs 
of lady Meadows's eftate, would be fome ^hou* 
iands le&^an mifs CordWain's. 

Such a proof of difintcreftedncfe, he thought, 
'fnuft needs be very grateful to a young woman of 
Henrietta's fine underftahding and enlarged fen- 
ttments; "and, having brought himfelf to this 
poiiit^ his next care wss to procure a private in- 
terview with ber> that he might acquaint her 
with his defigns, and engage her concurrence 
Vitb 'theitif 

But this fcheme. being defeated by her fudden 
dej^arttire, which he learned from his mother,. 
be was plunged into new perplexity and uneafi- 
Beis. He asl^d the countefs, with an air of in- 
difference and unconcern, where Ihe was gone, 
and how (he intended to difpofe of herfelf ? But 
tAat difcerning lady, who obferved his fudden 
emotion at the news of Henrietra's departure^ 
would give him no other fatisfaftion that} 
telling him, that ihe fuppofed (he would again 
go to (ervice ; for (he feemed to have no e^cpec- 
tatioDS <^ any favouj: from her relations. 

F % Lord 
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Lord B , after a little rcfleftion, com- 
forted himfelf with a hope^ that fome accident or 
other would again throw her in his way; and 
that the difguft (he mi^ft neceflarily entertain^ to 
a way of life fo unworthy of her, would induce 
her to embrace his honourable propbfals : for 
fuch he conceived them to be^ fince all the facri- 
fice he fhould expe£): from her, was a tempo- 
rary compliance with her aunt's inclinations with 
regard to religion : but however, he thought it 
would be prudent not to break ofF with mifs Cord- 
ivain, becaufe in her fortune he would always 
find wherewithal to comfort himfelf, if he was 
difappointed in his love. 

In purfuance of this wife refolutlon, he be- 
haved In fuch a manner to the citizen's daughter, 
as gave her no caufe to be difpleafed with him ; fo 
that every thing in this noble family, and their 
defigned allies, was upon the fame footing as be- 
fore Henrietta, with mifchief- making- beauts 
came in the way. 
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BOOK THE Fourth. 



C H A P, I. 

Atbtlfti hitvi if iff but rariy Jlnce Naturt^s birth ; 
Tin now /bi-atlnifis ne^er appeared on earth. 
Ye nun of deep refearches^ fay^ whence fprings 
This ^daring ebara£fer in timorous things ! 
Who ftart at feathers^ from an infe£i fly^ 
jI match for nothing — but the Deity. 

Young's Universal Passioh. 

V/f E A N time our fair heroine, having per- 
formed her little journey without any un- 
fortunate accident, arrived late in the evening 
at the houfe of her friend Mrs. Willis, who, in 
her aftonifhment at her fudden return, afked her 
a hundred queftions in a breath. 

Henrietta fatisfied her eager curiofity with 

a fuccin£l detail of all that had happened to 

F 3 her 
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her that dajr» which had indeed been a ytrf, 

bufy one. 

The honeft heart of Mrs. Willis was variouHy. 
affected with the different parts of her ftory. 
She wept for her fuffenngs : (he execrated th« 
malicious mifs Cordwain ; (he praifed the coun- 
tefs ; and was exceedingly folicttous about the 
purport of lord B-^ — *s defigns, which^ from 
\v^hat(hehad heard of his behaviour, appeared 
to her very myllerious. But Henrietu, who •* 
had a thorough, contempt for that young locd^ 
<]eclarcd, that although he ihould break, with 
jnifs Cordwain, and addrefs her upon honomr- 
able terms, yet (he could not briiig her heart tp 
approve of him, 

^' He is mean (faid (he) iind ibxdid in hid 
*^ temper. His principles are bad : he is a lord, 
^* but he is .not a gentleman; and J am furcl 
•^< could never efteem him. Beftdes, the coun- 
*^ tefs, who is more alarmed about the fenti- 
** ments he has for me than I think flie has reA- 
«< Ton, depends upon my honpur not to encou*^ 
'* rage any overtures from bini, and I will n«l 
♦* abufe her confidence, ' 

*< It is eafy (purfued (he, fmiling) to be juft 
** when our own inclinations do not oppofe it. 
<< I (hall pretend to no merit in making this fa* 
** crifice. if ever it be in. jny power to make it^ 

«♦ be- 
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^ becaufe in reality it will not be a great one. If 
^ riches and fplendor could ha^re made me happy, 
**I would' have married fir Ifaac Darby ; for ift 
*^ was not his agetbat I objected to moft, but to 
^ thofe qualities and manners which made hi» 
^ age contemptible/' 

' «But, furely, my. dear,** faid Mrs, Willis, 
^ your gratitude would be engaged^ fhould lord 
""B ^ in- die preient inequality of your cir- 

!^ cumftances, make you an offer of his hand.^ 

•••Not at all/* replied Hemietta, with fome 
warmth: ^^ no man* has a right to the love or 
^^ efteem of a^ woman on whom he has enters- 
^* tained difbonourable defigns, and, failing in 
*^ them, offers marriage at laft. The lover, 
** who marries his miftrefe only becaufe he can- 
^^not gain her upon eafier terms, has juft a9 
^much generofity as the highwayman who 
^* leaves a. traveller in* poffeffion of his money,. 
*^ becaufe he Is not able to take it from him/' 

«* Well, well, my dear mifs," faid Mrs. 
Willis, fmiling, *' I can collect this at le^ft 
^ from> the nice dt{lin£t!ons you make, th^t^ 
^ your heart is ablblutcly free ; you would not- 
•« reafon fo well, Were there any fccrct faSoa 
**in the cafe/* 

E4. -*^:Sure-- 
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** Sorely," replied Henrietta, ** you do not 
*^. imagine that I Ihould become lefs delicate in 
«• my notions for being in love : that paffion^ * 
^* like fome plants, derives its qualities from the 
•* foil it grows in ; for inftance, in lord B— > 
•* it is mean, felfifh, wavering/' 

" And what would it be in you ?'* interrupted 
Mrs. Willis. 

** Ah ! no matter," cried Henrietta 5 ** I am 
'' not in love yet, and never will be with a man 

•* who has fuch fentiraents as lord B i he 

^^ had beft be conflant to mifs Cordwain. Pie* 
<' beian lords and the nobility of the ihop and 
^' warehoufe are equal matches." 

To this remark Mrs. Willis, who was pleafed 
with the vivacity of her fair friend, aflented only 
withafmile: for fupper was now placed upon 
' the table ; and, as {he knew Henrietta had not 
[ dined, (he was extremely foUcitous to make her 
eat, and with the fame maternal fondnefs hur- 
ried her foon to bed, that fhe might recover the 
fatigue ihe had fuffered during the day. 

The next morning at eleven o'clock, our 
fair heroine fet out in an hackney*coach for 

. fquare, where lady D lived, to 

whom fhe was to deliver the recommendatory 
letter which the countcfs had given her. 

The 
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The lady was at her toilet when flie read 
iier fifter's letter^ which Henrietta had fent in 
to her, and immediately ordered her admittance. 
Surprifed at the elegant figure which met her 
eyes in the glafs upon our fair heroine's entering 
the room, fhe haftily turned her head, and gazed 
on Henrietta fo intently, that (he bluChed ; 

which lady D obferving, obligingly defired 

her to fit down, and faid, flie would talk to her 
prefently. 

Henrietta modeftly placed herfelf at a diftance, 
but fo luckily for the lady's curiofity, that £he 
could have a full view of her in her glafs, . with- 
out renewing her confufion. 

« My fifter," faid lady D—-, breaking fi- 
lence at laft, " has mentioned you very advari- 
•' tageouily, Mrs, Benfon, I wifh it may be ia 
•* my. power to ferve you." 

Henrietta bowed refpc6Mully. 

** You are very young," purfued the lady ; 
** I fuppofe mifs Cord wain's was the firft fervice 
« you ever lived in ?" 

At the word Service Henrietta bluflied again ; 
and^ indeed the lady did not pronounce it with- 
out fome hefitation, for having a fenfible and 
ingenuous mind, Ihe felt the impropriety of the 
term when ufed towards a perfon, who, not- 
F 5 withftanding 
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withftaoding the h^Intlity of her deportment^ 
had a dignity in her looks and air^ which coinr< 
manded refped. She took notice of this emo- 
cion, and the more becaufe ihe faw it endea* 
voured to be fupprefled; and being deCrous «f 
gaining fome further knowledge of her^ ihe aiked 
her a hundred little quefiiona, which (he thought 
ivould lead her to an explanation of her circum- 
fiances. 

Henrietta av(»ded making a di&overy of her- 
ielf, but anfwered in fuch a manner, as^ withr* 
out fatisfying the lady's curioiity, gave her a 
very good opinion of her candor and her fenfe : 
but die was particularly firuck with the graceful 
cafe with which (be talked ; and obferved fuch a 
ferkSt politenefs in her manners, as perfuaded 
her ihe was born in a much higher rank than 
herprefent iituation allowed the probability of. i 

Lady D 's daughter now entered tht 

room, and. asked her mamma, if (he defired ta 
hear her take a lefTon from her finging-mailer 
that morning ? 

The lady ordered the mafler to be admitted, 
upon which Henrietta rofe up to go away j but 
the lady told her with a benevolent (bnile, that 
ihe ihould ilay and hear mi(s D— — perform, 
ai:d deiired her to refume her feat* 

While 



y Google 



H E N R I E T T A. 107' 

While the young lady was finging^ lady 

D kept her eyes fixed on Henrietta's face,. 

and, from the fWeet exprei&on in it, fuppofing; 
that die had a tafie for mufid, asked her, if/ 
fhe had ever been taught i' 

Henrietta, tbbugh not willing to make a di(^ 
(day of talents which were not aecefiary to her- 
prefent condition^ yet owned,, that 'ihe> had a^ 
little knowledge of mufic. 

Lady D— - immediately dcfired to hear het 
fitig, and the young lady at the fame time pre-- 
fenting her guitar to her, (he was obliged to ' 
comply. Her air, her attitude, the exquifite 
grace with which (he touched the little infiru* - 
• rnent, tkc fweetnelsof her voice* and the fen- 
fibility in- her fine eyes, charmed lady D — , 
who wa5 an enthufiaflic admirer of the art, fo ' 
that fee cried out in a kind of tranfport, ** Mr# 
**^Mihime !' would you not be proud of fuch a * 
•*fcholar?"' 

** Madam," faid the matter bowing, ** the • 
<< young gentlewoman has a very pretty voice : 
**and manner, to be fure: but if mifs -D— — - 
*• applies clofcly to mufic for- feven or eight ^ 
••years longer,- and does not fuffer her mind to 
•« be diftrafted with the ftudy of other fciences, I 
•*^ feall have more leafon to be proud of'C^ 
•^ fcholar than any matter in the world/*^ ' 

F6^ Thi^^ 
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This fpeech forced a fmile from' Henrietta, 
who the third time rofe up to be gone, upon 
hearing a female vifiter anounced ^ but lady 

D , conceiving that (he was not obliged to 

a ftri£l obfervation of ceremony with the per- 
fon now entering, (who was of a very low birth, 
but had a competent fortune left her by a father 
who had held it as a maxim of found wifdom, 
that money (hould be got by any means ;) again 
infifted upon Henrietta's flaying, telling her, fhe 
had thought of fomething for her, and that flic 
would acquaint her with it as foon as the lady 
was gone. 

Henrietta had but juft time to exprefs a grate- 
ful acknowledgment of her kindnefs, when thie 
vifiter was introduced. She was a woman of a 
very mean afp€<St, but had a great deal of felf* 
fufficiency in her air. After the ufual compli- 
ments were over, {he threw herfelf into an eafy 
chair, and examined Henrietta with fuch extreme 
attention, that (he bluflied. 

The lady, who took confequence to herfelf 
from the power of throwing an ingenuous mind 
into confufion, finding that Henrietta was op- 
preiTed by her looks, gazed at her the more ear- 
neflly : and having indulged herfelf feveral mi- 
nutes in this exertion of her fuperiority, thought 
it v^as now time to make the poor balhfui girl 
5 flare 
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ftare in her turn, and began to difplay her .wit 
and learning ; the former in an inundation of 
words that fwallowed up her meaning, and the 
latter in French words and phrafes, brbught 
in to fupply the deficiencies of her own native 
tongue. 

Lady D , who was ufed to divert herfelf 

with the ridiculous Angularity of this woman's cha- 
rad^r, liftened to her with complaifance. But 
Henrietta, who began to conceive a very mean 
opinion of a lady who feemed to value herfelf (o 
highly upon the knowledge of a language, which 
was now become a part of every cobler's daugh- 
ter's education, beheld her with an indifference 
that fenfibly wounded her pride, and made her 
^have recourfe to other methods to imprefs her 
prodigious confequence upon her; and (ince 
flie could not make her ftare at her learning! 
(he was refolved to make her wonder at her 
principles. 

*' You knov^^, ladyD— ^ (faid (he abruptly) 
*' I do not often go to church." 

*' I know it, and I am forry for itj" replied her 
ladyfhip. 

'* Upon my word (faid (he) I have too much 
** reverence for the Deity to go to a place where 
«< it is ten to one but I (hall hear him l>laf- 
^ phcmed." 

Hen* 
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Henries now htgzn to flare indeed; The^ 
wonderful lady proceeded, 

«• I never pfetend to* deny, that I am a:^ 
•♦deifc*^ 

^ Yottmuft pardon me, Mrs.——,'* inteis* 

nipted lady D , " if I t^ll you that I reallyv 

^< think you often declare that very iaiproperly ; . 
<* I have heard you fay fo before your children : 
*• and fervants," 

"Madam," replied Mrs- : — , « I take 

*' care that my fervants. ftiall not think me ani 
,**atheift. They know noy principles better:; 
"they know I am a deifi^ they have heaxdo 
" me declare that I believe thece i& an intelligient 
<* caufe which governs the world. By phyfical . 
"rules« As for moral attributes, there is no • 
^ iiich thing i it is impious and abfurd to fup* 
•* pofe it. The arbitrary conftitution of things 
<^ in the human fyftem produces happinefs and. 
"mifery; that is to fay, mifery and happinefs 
<^ is produdive of — Or rather, as I faid before^ . 
" the arbitrary confiitution of things, vice and : 
" virtue, is neceiiarily produced by-— that is^^ 
«*neceffarily brings on happinefs or mifery. ••- - 
« Prayer, and fijch. like artifices of religion, is 
^< foolifli : for whatever is, is right. To talk 
•' of imitating God, is blafphemy* Hfs.Provi* 
4< dence is extended to coUe£tive bodies only 5 
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It^he has no regard to individiials : nor Is the 
** fottl a diftina fubftance from the body. Thei« 
^ IS no future ftate ; it is all a fidion. To argue 
*^ from unequal diftrtbutions is abfurd and bla& 
^phemous^ Whatever is^ is beft. The lav 
'*^ of nature is fiifficiently clears and there is no 
<* need of any fupematural revelation.'^ 

*^ I muft entreat you, . madam/' interrupted 
ladyD-— — 9 feeing her eldeft daughter that 
moment enter die room, ^^ to change the dtC- 
** courfe now, mifs D ■ has not been ufed to 
^* fuch deep reafoning on thefe aweful fubjefis, 
<< and may perhaps mtftake what you^are. faying 
^ for blafphemy/* 

** More abfurd. mtftakes than that may be 
•* made, madam," replied Mrs.. , " when 

** perfons are not allowed to exercife their men- 
<* tal faculcies-*-but your ladyfhip is going to 
^ drefs— -I interrupt you.'' Saying this, Che rofe 
up, and lady D- ■ making no efforts to de* 
tain her, took her leave. 

<« I have always hated that woman," faid miA 
D— -, as foon as ibe was gone» ^^ ever fince 
<* I heard her ridicule parental afiedlion, and call 
« it brutal inftina.** 

** Oh !" laid lady D » laughing, « it 

<* would ill become one of her elevated under- 
'■ ftanding, to have natural affeaions : thofe (he 

" treats 
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** treats as vulgar prejudices. Her own fcx are 
«* the objcds of her fcom, becaufe they arc fub- 
•* jeft to fuch weaknefles as tcndernefs and pity. 
^< She reads Seneca on friendihip in the morn- 
*< ing ; and exclaims, O the exalted pai&on ! 
•' how divinely he treats it ! what noble fentl- 
^* ment? ! In the afternoon (he over-reaches her 
** friend, and applauds her own wifdom. Epic- 
*< tetus is ftudied with great care. She will 
•* preach a moral fermon out of £pi£tetus 'that 
•* will laft two hours. Epidletus teaches her 
«« to curb her paflions. She reads him intently 
<^ while her maid is combing her hair, and 
«« clofes her book to ftorm at the poor tremb- 
<< ling creature for accidentally hurting her with 
** the comb." 



CHAP. 
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In which Henrietta makes a very fantajiick 
diJiinSfion. 

IjEnrietta could not help fmiling at lady 

D 's fatirical manner of expofing the 

follies of the lady who had juft left the room : 
but a female free-thinker was, in her opinion, 
fo (hocking a charadter^ that ibe would much 
rather have feen ic the object of abhorrence than 
mirth. 

Lady D— put an "end to her reflexions : 
iFor, turning towards her, ** Mrs. Benfon (faid 
" ihe) it is time to think of you now." Hen- 
rietta immediately rofe from her feat. 

«* There is a lady of my acquaintance,** pur- 
fued lady D — r-, " to whom your accomplifh- 
*' ments of fingihg and playing will make you 
'' a very acceptable companion : and indeed I 
'* think it is a pity a yoUng woman of your ap*. 
.*' pearance and genteel education (hould remain 
<* in the condition of a fervant, which I am per- 
". fuaded you was not bom to/* 

Hen- 
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Henrietta blu(hed $ which lady D o6>i- 

ferving, •* come," faid (he, fmiling, «* be in* 
^ genuocis, and confe&that the propofal I have: 
^ made pu will fuit you better than being ». 
^•.fcrvant.'* 

** Indeed, madam, it docs not,** replied Hen- 
rietta ; •< I am extremely obliged to your lady- 
♦* fhip for your kind intentions, but I had rather 
^ be recommended to the lady as a ftrvant tbaa 
^* in any other charafler/** 

** You furprife me,'' laid lady I>- , af- 
ter a little paufe j ** what objeSions can you 
<* have to a fituatlon (b much to be preferred to 
**fcrvitudc?" 

*''I. am.very fure^, madam>? jEud Henriettaf 
^' that I have not too. much pride to be.afert- 
** vant, fince it is necefiary I fliould be one : 
^* but I am afraid I cannot to eafily ful^mit to be 
«• a dependent.*' 

Lady D ■ ■ ■, a little difappointed to find 
Jierfelf fo far below this obfcure young perioii. 
in delicacy of fentiment, anfwered gravely, 

^« Well, fince it muft be fp, I will ferve yoo- 
*^ in your own way ^ let me fee you again ^ few 
** days hence, by that time I may poffibly have 
*« heard of. fomcthing for you,? 
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Hcnrictta agwn politely thanked her ladyfliip, 
and withdrew, leaving lady D and her 

daughter difierently zSe&td with her behaviour 
in thb laft inftaiicc : for young minds are apt td 
iit ftruck with uncommon fcntiments, and t6 
admire fuch as Seem to poffefs them; while 
perfons advanced in years, either from cxpcri^ 
cncc of the world, or the natural depravity of 
the human heart, afcribe every thing to afFeaa- 
tion^and dcfign, that contradi^Sfa- certain- received, 
maxims in Uf«. 

However, Henrietta's peculiarity made lady 

D — — ex^^mely deilrous to know who Ihe 

was, and whether there was any thing extraor-- 
dinary in her circumftances. She wrote to iSit 
•counted her fiftcr, exprcffing her curiofity : but 
tfcal lady was refolvcd to keep Henrietta's fecret^ 
as well in regard to the promife ihe had given 
her, as bccaufc flie really thought an unfcafon- 
able difcovery of her true name and family 
would be difadvantageous to the plan ibe hadi 
Jaid.. 

She therefore contented hcrfelf with telling 
her Cfter, . in an^er, that Mrs* Benfon was 
a very deferving young woman, who had been 
weU'brought up, but, by misfortunes in her fa? 
inilyi reduced to go to fervicta 

Ladj; 
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Lady D was fatisfied with this account ; 

and when Henrietta, in obedience to her com- 
'Hiands, waited on her again, (he received her, 
,with gre&t benevolence ; told her, fhe had re- 
commended her to a lady of great fortune, 
whofe place fhe believed wo,uld be an advan- 
tageous oile ; and ordered her own woman to 
go with a meilage to the lady, and introduce 
her. 

Henrietta having a hackney-coach waitingt 
lady D- 's woman and her, after fomc cere- 
monies which^ our fair heroine would gladly 
have difpenfed with, fisated themfelves in it; 
and, as foon as it drove from the dopr, the Abi- 
jgail began, 

<< Well, mad^m, you are certainly very for- 
*« tunate, Mrs. AutumnV place is one of the 
*' beft in Cbriftendom : you have n6th'ing to do 
<' but to flatter her, and you will gain her heart 
"forever.'* 

*« Is the lady fond of flattefy then ?** faid 
Henrietta. 

** Oh ! Jmmenfely>" cried the other; "but 
" for fear you (hould miftake, and compliment 
** her in the wrong place, you muft know (and 
** I think it is very lucky that I had an oppor- 
** tunity of inftrufting you) you muft know that 
^* though Ihc is between forty and fifty jears of 

" age, 
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** age, (he aSefis to bc^thought extremely young ;' • 
'< and having been handfome in her youth, as 
<< my lady fays, (he forgets flie is no longer fo 
*< noW (he is oldl 

"'Now, dear madam, this is your cue. Be 
** fure to praife her bloomy complexion, and ^ 
** the brightnefs of her eyes ; and, if flic bids 
** you guefs how old flie is, as 'tis ten to one 
** but flie will fome time hence, don't exceed 
** tweiity years, I charge you; 

•' The poor fimple girl that lived with her 
<< laft, loft her place, by faying, when (he 
<< aiked her bow old ihe believed her to be, 
<<that flie took her ladyfliip to be about the; 
*' fame age as her another. She. was a vulgar 
^' creature, to be fure. You, madam^ are in 
^' no danger of fpeaking fo improperly. But 
<< on certain occafions you may contradi£l bor 
<< rudely, and flie will be the more pleafed ; 39 
<< for inftance, when flie fays flie looks hori^idly ! 
*« tell her in a furly way, as if you were veiced 
'< at her perverfenefs, that you never law her 
** look fo handfome/* 

'< Mighty well,** faid Henrietta, fmiling, << I 
«< perceive you sue excellent in this art ; I 
« am — '! 

••OhI 
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<< Oh ! no thanks, d^r madam,*' intemipteS 
lady D— — 's woihan^ « I am fond of doing 
V good offices,** 

" I was^ going to fay,*' replied Henrietta) 
<< that I am afraid thefe wife documents will be 
•* thrown away upon me." 

<« I hope not,'' faid the other, g^ely^ 
^< Come, tsdce courage, you are but a young be« 
<^ .ginner .; tbeFe things come of courie. I fliould 
<* be forty you were not capable of taking good 
«' counfcl." 

They were now arrived at Mrs. Autumn's 
houfe : lady D— — 's woman fent up word, thai 
(he was come with the perfon her lady had re- 
tommended to her ladyfhip ; upon which botti 
were ordered to go up ftairs. 

They found the lady gbing audience *to z 
millener, a mantua^ndcer, and a meicer* Se- 
veral pieces of filk lay tmrolled before her, 
and a vaft variety of ribbons, lappets, egrets, 
and other faihionable trifles, virere fpread upon 
a tabl^ on which (he leaned, in a thoughtful 
pofture, as unable to determine her choice. 

When Henrietta and her companion entered, 
file nifed her ey^s, and nodding familiariy at 
lady D— — ^'s woman, who approached her, 
courtefying ; ^ you find me exceffively bufy, Mn. 

#< £lii$ ((aid (be) well, what has lady D ^ 

'^ • « fent 
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«Tcntmc— ^h! a good likely body,*' purfucd 
Ihe, looking at Henrietta ; *^ my compliments, 
*«< Mrs. Ellis, and thanks— You fee I havc'hardly 
** time^ to fpeak to you — ^Thc young woman may 
<* ftay, ril talk to her prcfcntly." 

Mrs. Ellis withdrew; and the ladyrefuming 
her contemplative pofture, gave Henrietta an pp- 
^ttunity of conHdeting her at'leifore. 

If lady's D— 's Woman had not fixedlier age at 
Ibme^iriAat mote than forty, Oxt would have con- 
cluded her to have been older, *by the deep furrows 
in her iace, her fallen cheeks, and the poor fhri- 
velPd hand that fupported her head : but her 
drefi fpoke her fcarce fifteen; a French fillet 
fiippliedthe place of a cap, and ferved tobind 
the few ftraggling hairs that graced her tem« 
f les, to a tete, which was fo loaded with hair^ 
that her head ieemed to be of an enormous fize. 
The roft of her drefi was fuited exadly to th^ 
childifh ornaments of her head; and though no 
€A)je£t could be more ridiculous, yet Henrietta 
beheld her with a ferious Concern ; for, true be* 
nevolence compaffionates thofe follies which un«> 
feeling hearts facrifice to mirth. 

Mrs. Autumn at length rofe up ; << that muft 
<< be the thing," laid Ihe pointing to a pink 
and filv^n She then gave fome diredions to 
kti milicners and^ fuddenly interrupting herfelf^ 

turned 
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turned with alivcly air to the mercer, and aflced 
bim, why he had not ciit ofF the filk ? 

<^ Your ladyfliip did not tell me how much" 
<< you wanted/' replied the tradefman* 

<< Lord! I am the g^ddieft creature," ex- 
claimed Mrs. Autumn. This matter, however* 
was foon fettled, and the important bufinefs 
with the millener difpatched, flie difmiflcd her 
trades-people, and, throwing herfelf with an af- 
fe£ted air upon a fettee, ordered Henrietta to 
come forward. , 

<< I Avas afraid (faid (he) that lady D— ^ 
«* who is very fond of feeing grave iblemn faces 
<< about her, bad fent me fome antiquated crea- 
<< ture that would have frightened me i but you 
<< feem to be a iprightly young body : we ihaU 
** agree very well, I hope.** 

Henrietta courtefied. 
f <* I hate old people," purfued the lady ; ** they 
<< are generally obftinate and furly. God help 
** us, we {h^U all be old if we live — but when 
*^ one is in years one's lelf it is time enough to 
** be plagued with the humours of thofe that aref 
<^ you will fuit nie extremely welL^i 

Henrietta courtefied again, 

« You are no talker, I find;*' faid Mrs; Atf- 
tamn, a little chagrined diat the hints (he had 
^owA out, had produced nothing which could 

flatter 
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flaiCter her extreme defire of beitig thought young. 
*< Well, there b no great harm in that ; I fhall 
"•*. take you upon lady D——*8 recommendation. 
*<^ As for terms— ." 

** Madam," faid Henrietta, who now for the 
firft time opened her mouth ; ^< they {hall be 
•* whatever you think proper.'* 

<c Very well," faid the lady, «< we will talk 
** no more about them then ; if you can -find 
** out how to pleafe me, which will be no dif- ^ 
'• ficult matter I affure you, my place may prove 
** a very advantageous one, and the fooner you 
<« come the better." 

Henrietta told her, (he was ready to come, 
whenever {he pleafed. Upon which, Mrs. Au- 
tumn, with the pretty impatience of youth, aflced 
her, if it would be any inconvenience to her to 
come that very night ? 

Henrietta, who was naturally obliging, af- 
fured her it would not ; and was dlfmiiTtd with 
a gracious fmile for her ready compliance. 

Mrs« Willis, who had flattered herfelf that 
(he {hould enjoy the company of her amiable- 
friend for a few weeks at Icaft, was greatly dif-- 
appointed when {he found {he was to lofe her 
fo foon ; and gently blamed her for being fo pre- 
cipitate. 

Vol. II. G Hen- 
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Henrietta gave her the charaficr of the lady 
ihc was going to ,livc with, and repeated what 
ihe had faid to her. " You may be fure (added 
<« flie) that I fliall never pleafe Mrs. Autumn in 
<* the way flie expefls to be pleafed. Flatteiy is 
/^ always mean i but to flatter folly, is, in my 
** opinion, criminal. However, I gladly em- 
«« braced the firft oppportunity that offered to 
^* fhew my willingnefs to oblige, though I would 
*« not flatter her. You will hardly believe me> 
«« perhaps (faid fte, fmiling) v/htn I tell you, 
«« that one of the greateft bars to my happinefs 
•* in my prefent humble iituation is, the difr 
<< ficulty of pleafing without wounding my own 
•« delicacy and candor. It is not cafy to live 
<' well with our fuperiors, and preferve our in- 
«« tegrity, but it is not impoflible 5 and, if I 
««£ail in that attempt, I flrall at leaft haVe 
<* this fatisfaftion, that I fuffer in the caufe of 
«« virtue." 

*« It requires all fhat fweetnefs of temper 
<« which you poffefs," &id Mrs. Willis, ** to 
^^ live with a woman of Mrs. Autunm's fantaf- 
*« tick turn, without being difgufted with it. 
<* What an abfurdity ! at fifty years to expeft to 
^' be thought young ; and to imagine that, by 
*« affe<aing the follies of youth, {he fliall have 
«< the bloom of it alfo. Our fexhave been re- 

*«proachcd 
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^ preached with never cultivating our minds till 
** we can bo longer pleafe by our perfons ; but 
*^here is a woman who has not judgment 
*• enough to know when (he ought to refign the 
*• hope of ple^ng by her perfon- Take myr 
** word for it, you will be very unhappy with 
"•* her, unlefs you refolve to accommodate your- 
^^ felf to her humour, and footh her in her ridt<- 
^* culous folly/* 

<< That I will not do,'' replied Henrietta ; 
<* and fince I have learned not to fear povertjr, 
<< my happinefs will never depend upon others." 

Mrs. Willis, finding (he could npt prevail 
vnih her fair friend to alter her refolution, ac^ 
quiefced in it at length ; and Henrietta!, taking 
an affedionaie leave of hcr^ repaired to her new 
4iabitalioii« 



Gm chap; 
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tVhich Jhews Hinrietta in her new fervice^ 
ivhere Jbe acquits herfelf extremely ilL 

'T^ H E lady being engaged with companjr 
when Henrietta arrived, fhe did not fee 
^ her till late at night, when (he was fummohed 
to undrefs her. 

•* Come hither, Henrietta," faid ihe, as foon 
as (he entered the room i ** I have {ten lady 

«c p, fince you was here — She has given mc 

•* fuch an advantageous account of your under- 
«^ {landing, that I am refplved to make you my 
«« confidant." 

At the word Confidant Henrietta looked a 
little confufed : but the lady, who did pot ob- 
ferve her emotion, reclined her head upon her 
hand, and fixing her eyes on her glafs to fee 
how this penfive attitude became her, 

«* I am certainly (purfued (he, fighing) the 
*' moft unfortunate woman in the world — Bcn- 
** fon, if you would be happy, never marry/^ 

<^ I have no thought of marriage at prefent9 
f< madam/* faid Henrietta; , 

!'Ah^ 
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^* Ah, how I envy your freedom !" faid the 
antiquated fair j *' you are plagued with no un- 
** reafonable jealoufy. Benfori, you will not be 
** here long before you are a witnefs to my per- 
•** fecutions. I wifli I could" conceal them, but 
** that is impofEble.'* 

** I am forry, madam," faid Henrietta, who 
was under a neeeflity of faying fomething ih an- 
fwer to this ftrange fluff, " to hear that you have 
** anything to make you uneafy.'* 

** It does not fignify,'* exclaimed the lady, 
"with ah emotion which flie herfelf took to be 
real ; *^ I fliall be choaked if I don't (peak ; may 
*' I depend upon your prudence, Benfon ! — But 
** I am fure I may. Well then, you muft know 
*' there is a poor young fellow who pretends — 
.•* But why do I fay pretends — who is defpe- 
. •* rately — what fliall I call it— who has an un- 
. ** conquerable, invincible, hopelefs, fatal, dying 
•' paffion for — for me, in flaort. Is not this a 
*' fliocking thing ?" 

** Indeed ! madam," replied Henrietta, with 
great truth, *' I pity you extremely." 

*' :Ay, am I not greatly to be pitied, child ?" 

, faid the lady. ** Then the poor wretch cannot 

*« conceal his folly ; and it makes Mr. Autumn 

•* fo uneafy, that really his temper is intolera- 

«* ble. 

G3 "Par- 
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*' Pardon me, madam/* iaid Henrietta j «< but 
*« i am not furprife4 that Mr. Autumn is ubeafx 
" at fuch folly as you juftly call it." 
- " Why, to be fure it is folJy,'* faid Mrs. Au- 
tumn: « but then if one reflets a little — Iti» 
" not folly neither-^-for love, you know, is an 
** involuntary paiEon. So that — but you hav« 
'* a very unfeeling heart, Benfon ; and yet, to 
*' judge by your looks, you fliould have great 
*• fenfibility. Pray, have you never fell the 
" tender paflion ?" 

** If you mean love, madam," replied Heo- 
rietta ; <« indeed I cannot fay I have." 

" Well, you will be a happy creature," feld 
the lady, fighing, " if you can always main- 
^^ tain this indifference : but poor Languifli mull 
^* not expe<5l to meet with much compaffion 
" from you. Poor wretch ! (continued fhe^ 
" laughing) I cannot help triumphmg a littfe, 
*' I have nick-4iamed him Lai^uiflai from his 
" eternal fighing, and the melancholy roll of 
** his eyes. Mr. Autumn cannot endure to 
** hear me call him by this name ; but I love to 
** plague him a little now and then : what fig* 
*' nifies power, if one docs not fhew one has it. 
•• Yet he ought to be fatisfied with me for what 
** I did this evening, when Languilh indifcreetly 
*« betrayed the violence of his paffion," by ea- 

«« gerly 
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** g^Jy running (though there were two gen^ 

** tlemen nearer) to take up ray glove which I 

** had dropped ; I took no notice of the dying 

•' air with which he prefented it to me 5 but, as 

•* if his touch had polluted it, I received it 

*^ haughtily from him, and threw it afide,. 

** Sure this inftance -of difdain was enough to 

^^ fatisfy a jealous husband ; yet mine, inftead of 

^'looking pleafed, coloured with jealoufy and 

'* rage, and gave'^me fuch furious glances— 

*^ however, this will always be the cafe, where 

*' there is fo great a difproportion in age ; Mr. 

^^ Autumn is not le6 than forty. But hey day I 

<^ is the girl afleep i" continued fhe, looking 

at Henrietta, who ftood fixed in thought s for 

the abfuld affedation of her miftrefs gave her 

matter enough for reflefUon* ^^ Come, un- 

^^ drefi me ; Mr. Autumn will wonder at my 

^ long ftay, and as he is ingenious in torment- 

*< ing himfolf, he will poffibly fufycdi that I 

*< have been jfeading a letter from this' rival of 

^< bis ; but ithere he over-rates his prefumption, 

^* he has not ventured to write to mp yet, his 

*^ paffion is oitly exprefled in iighs and looks." 

. Henrietta made hade to obey her, her patience 

being almoft exbaufted ; for Mrs. Autunui had got 

. oil a fubjed which flie knew not how to quit, and 

iber women beii^ the only perjfoas to whom'ibe 

G 4 could 
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could utter thefe extravagancies, without an/^ 
danger of being mortified with farcaftick hints of 
age, and fuch envious and unjuft refle£lions, (he 
made herfelf amends with them» for the referve 
(he was much againft her will obliged to main- 
tain with others. 

Henrietta was at length ordered to wait on her 
to her chamber, and foon after retired to her 
own, greatly out of humour with her miftre6, 
and not a little difpleafed at herfelf, to find that . 
her philofophy, by which (he was enabled to 
bear the change of her fortune with patience and 
refignation, could not guard her againft fretfiil- 
neis and difgufl at the follies (he was forced to be 
witnefs to. 

Mrs. Autumn, like other modem ladies, lay 
in bed always till it was very late : this being 
one of thofe happy expedients for killing time 
(as the falhionable phrafe is) which, to difcover, 
employs the inventions of perfons of rank and 
fortune. Henrietta had attended three wh^le 
hours in her lady's dreffing-room, in expedation 
every moment t>f being fummoned to affift her 
to rife, when Mr. Autumn at length entered the 
room. 

His fervant, while he was dreffing him, bad 
told him, that his lady's new woman, whom he 
kad a gly mpfe of as he pailed by her on the flairs, 

was 
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was the greateft beauty he ever beheld ; fo that 
being curious to fee her, he came to breakfaft 
with his wife that morning. 

Henrietta rofe up at his entrance; Mr. 
Autumn bowed, looked at her attentively, 
and thought his man had tafte. But he was 
ftill more ftruck with her noWe air than the 
charms of her face, and felt an uneafy emotion 
when he faw her continue {landing, with that 
humble refped^, which, although it became her 
iituation, feemed little fuited to the dignity of 
her appearance. *^ Is not Mrs. Autumn up, 
** madam ?" faid he, not being able to forbear 
ufing that refpedlful ftyle. Henrietta, fuppo- 
fing he did not know her rank in his family, re- 
plied, 

. " I expeft my lady will ring every moment, 
« fir." 

*' Pray let her know that I am come to break- 
" faft with her,'* faid Mr. Autumn. 

Henrietta went immediately into her lady*s 
chamber, and, finding her awake, delivered her 
meflage. 

" Lord blefs me !" faid Mrs. Autumn, *' what 
** new whim is this ? He does not ufe to invade 
'* my apartment in a morning ; I fuppofe he is 
** come to teaze me with fome of his jealous 
** fancies. Well, fince it muft be fo, order 
G5 ^ >* break- 
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^* breakfaft to be fent in, and come to me di- 

« redly." 

What a ridiculous woman b this, thought 
Henrietta, as ihe went out of the room, to tor- 
ment herfelf at her age with the notioa of her 
husband being jealous of her. 

The good lady, li^rhen flie returned, charged 
her not to leave the room while they were at 
breakfaft. «* Your prefence (faid flie) may per- ^ 
'• haps be feme reftraint upon him." 

She then flipped on a night-gown, and went ^ 
in a frightful difhabille to attend her complaifant 
fpoufe } for fhe was one of thofe ladies who drefs 
for every body but their husbands. ] 

Henrietta was not forry that fhe was directed 
to wait, for fhe was extremely defirous of know- 
ing whether her lady had any reafon for the 
uneafinefs fhe exprefled. Mr. Autumn's good 
humour and complaifance foon put that matter 
out of doubt i but Mrs. Autunm was refolved to 
perfuaJe hei; maid that her husband was jealous, 
and laughing afFefledly, cried, 

" Well, don't be chagrined, Mr. Autumn, 
^^ but I proteft I dreamt of poor Languifh lafl 
«* night," 

The husband fhook his head, winked at his 
wife, and pointed to Henrietta, as if he had 

faid, 
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l4td, don't expofe yourfelf before your new fer« 
vant» 

** Why, how you frown now !*' purfued Mrs, 
Autumn ; *' I knew you would be angry. Lord ! 
** what does it Ggnify of whom one dreams : 
**j>ne does not always think of the perioQs one 
«« dreams of. I wilh I had not told you.'* 

^* I wifli yon had not/' faid Mr. Autumn^ 
biting his lip with vexation at her folly. The lady 
then lowering her voice, as if fhe was not willing 
to be heard by Henrietta, tho' fhe took care not 
to make it impoffible^ repeated, 

<« Trifles, light as air, 

<^ Are to the jealous, confirmations (trong 

** As proofs of holy writ." 

<^ You are well read in Shake(pear, madam,'* 
*faid Mr. Autumn, who was willing to give ano- 
ther turn to the difcourfe. 

<« Oh \" exclaimed Ihe, *' he has touched 
" the paflion of jealoufy finely in his chara^cr 
^* of Othello ; I think the Moor was uneafy abo^t 
<* a dream too." 

Juft then fomebody tapped at the door, Hen- 
rietta opened it; one of the footmen delivered a 
meflage from one lady, enquiring how Mrs. Au^ 
tunm did^ and a fealed-up card from another* 

G6 While 
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* While the.fervant was fpcaking, Mrs. Au«' 
tutnn called out» what makes the fellow whifper 
in that manner, as if the mefiage he brings was 
a fecret ! Henrietta delivered her the card, 
which ihe threw upon the table without open- 
ing it. <^ I am refotved (faid (he) to turii 
*^ that blockhead away ; his myfterious manner 
*' is enough to put ftrange fancies into people's 
•t* heads.*' 

" The ftrange fancies are all your own," faid 
Mr. Autumn, peeviihly. 

^* I thought it would be fo,'* cried the lady, 
** you are out of humour. What is this fealed 
** up card the grievance ? come, we will open it, 
«* and you fhall know the contents.** 

** Indeed I will not/* faid Mr. Autumn rifing 5 
« I have not the leaft curiofity about the con- 
•^ tents— -Good morning to you, my dear, I atji 
'•* going out." 

** Wel),Benfon,'* faid Mrs. Autumn, asibon 
as her husband had left the room ; " is not this 
*^ a comfortable life I live? what a paflion that 
*« poor roan is in !*' 

•* Was Mr. Autumn angry, madam ?** faid 
^Henrietta. 

** To be fure he was,*' faid the lady ; ** did 
•** you not obferve it ?" 

<• Indeed, 
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** Indeed, madam/* replied Henrietta, «« Mr. 
•* Autumn did not feem to .me to be angry." 

** No, really !** faid Mrs. Autumn ; '* you 
'^ have a great deal of penetration, it muft be 
^« confefled — You think you are very difcrect 
*' now, but you are mifiaken. However, I charge 
•* you, don't goffip among your companions 
*' about Mr. Autumn's unhappy jealoufy ; I don't 
^' want the world to know what I /ufFer upon 
*' that account." 

** I never will mention it, madam, to any 
*« body," replied Henrietta. 

•' Nay, for that matter," faid Mrs. Autumn, 
** you might mention it without any bad inten- 
•* tion, by way of pitying me, or fb ; and per- 
**' haps I fliould not think the worfe of you. But 
*' if you can be filent, Benfon, you will oblige 
*< me ; reports of this kind, you know, (hould 
«• not be circulated." 

** They never Ihall by me, madam," faid Hen- 
rietta. 

*« Enough, enough,'* cried Mrs. Autumn, 
haftily 5 •* 1 hate long fpeeches." 

Henrietta was pleafed with a declaration which 
enjoined her filcnce 5 for if it be tirefome to liften 
, to the fallies of aiFefbtion and impertinence, it 
is much more fo to be obliged to anfwer them. 

CHAP. 
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Cms the reader hopes of a favourable change m 
the circumftances of our fair heroine. 

TjEnrictta had cxercifcd her patience for 
fome weeks in the fervicc of Mrs. Au- 
tumn ; but every day producing new inftanccsi 
of her folly) fhe r^olved to quit her as foon as 
the countefs came to town. She conceived Ihe 
was in fome degree accountable to that lady for 
her zSdonsy fince it was through her recom- 
mendation, that {he had been introduced to 
Mrs. Autunm ; and jQie thought it neceflaiy fqr 
Che jufiification of her condu^):^ to have fb 
confiderable a witnefs of its being irreproach« 
sible. 

|Ier lady, though 0ie found herfelf always 
difappointed in that complaifance to her whims 
whidi (he endeavoured to exadl from her, yet 
ventured to make her a jpropofal, which her own 
want of delicacy hindered her from feeing the 
impropriety of. 

She bad taken it into her head to try her fop- 
pofed lover's conftancy, and therefore wrote a 
letter to him^ in the charader of a lady un- 

known> 
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knowO) on whofe heart he bad made a deep ioi* 
preffion> but who was refolved not to difoover 
faerfelf ti^l file icnew whether lads was wholly 
difeng^ged. 

This letter, (he doubted not, wiould produce 
a. declaration that would aiFord matter of great 
trtuBiph to herfelf, who Ihe fufpeded was the 
fecret obje£l of his adoration. 

She acquainted her woman with her fcheme^ 
and gravely d«{ired her to copy the letter, foe 
JLranguiQi, fatd, knew her hand. 

Henrietta blulhed with furprife and ihame at 
this improper requef^, and very frankly begged U^ 
be excufed from complying with it. 

« What!" f^d MsB. Autumn, a little con- 
fufed i ^' youdifpute spy commands then I" 

** I never refufed to obey any of your com* 
<• mands, before, » madam," replied Henrietta ; 
I ^* but this, (pardon me, madam,} appeals ib 
« flrange." 

" You do not dare to MpeSt my virtue, I 
*^ hope," faid Mrs. Autumn, in a lofty ap« 
cent. 

*< It does not become me, madam," iaid Hen« 
rietta, ** to cenfure your adions." 

^* No, certainly," replied the lady, *<norta 
*^ refufe to do any thing that I order you to do : 
<< but I would faia know if you, in your great 

** wifdomt 
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<< wifdom, think there is any thing improper in 
<« this litdte piece of gallantry." 

i< My opinion is of no confequence, tnadatn^*' 
replied Henrietta ; ** I only beg to be excufed 
«* from copying it*^' 

«< Well, no more of the letter," cried Mrs. 
Autumn, haftUy : *' perhaps I had only a mind 
<< to try your difcretion ; perhaps too I fhall 
<* like you the better for ^our fleadinefs — Be 
«* modeft and rcfcrved, and you will be fure of 
** my approbation. Were you the beft fervant 
** in the world, you would not do for me, un- 

. <* lefs you were extremely modeft. And now 
<« you know my mind, be cautious how you be- 

*<^ have : modefty is a fure recommendation to 
<< my favour ; I can pardon any fault in my fer« 
« vant but want of modefty." 

^Henrietta, from this declaration, had reafon 
to think herfelf pretty fure of her lady's favour : 
for the fevereft prude that ever declaimed againft 
the monftrous levity of her own fex, could not 

' have objefted to the propriety of her behaviour ; 
biit, unhappily for her, (he was that very d^y 
guilty of a fault by which ftie incurred very- 
fliocking fufpicions : for having negleded to fill- 
her lady's fmelling-bottle with fome frefh Eau 
de Luce, Mrs. Autumn declared that fuch heed* 
leiiheis muft nec^ftarily proceed from her hav« 

ing 
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ing her thoughts continually employed upon fel- 
lows ; and telling her, that flie could not endure 
fuch a creature in her fight, ordered her to be 
gone immediately. 

Henrietta did not think proper to ofkr any 
anfwer to this ftrange charge ; but quitting her 
prefence immediately, and her houfe a few mo- 
ments afterwards, (he returned to Mrs. Willis, 
who, feeing her alight at her door, eagedy flew 
to receive her. 

** I have great news for you, my dear mifs,'* 
faid fhe, '^ I was this moment preparing to fet 
** out in a coach to bring you a letter, which 
** was left here by one of your uncle's fervants. 
** It is very true,'* purfued (he, feeing Henrietta 
look furprifed. << I asked the young man, 
<^ who he came frbm ? and he faid, the earl 
« of — — . You may believe I am impatient to 
** know the contents of this letter. Come, my 
<< dear, and read it j I hope all your troubles 
"** arc over now." 

Henrietta receiving the letter from her, which 
(he took out of her pocket, followed her into the 
parlour, and breaking the feal^ 

" It is my uncle's hand, indeed (faid (he) and 
** this is what he writes." 

* Mrs. Courteney is defired to call at the earl 
** of -— > to-morrow morning at twelve o'clock : 

•he 
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^ he has fomething to propofe to her for her ad- 
• vantage;* 

« Did I not tell you, mifs,'* feid Mrs. Willis, 
cxultingly, "that the flap you barf taken woiild 
•' produce a favourable change in your fortune ? 

<< Don't be too fanguine in your expedations, 
<• my dear ^ts. Willis,*' faid mils Courteney ; 
<^ who kiiows but my uncle may have another fir 
*< Ifaac Darby to propofe to me : however, I 
♦* will certainly wait upon him, and, if poffiblp, 
^* will be pundual to ^the hour he has prefcnbed 
*' me ; but if nothing ihould come of this over- 
<^ ture of his Iord/hip's» I fhall be your gueft again 
«* for fome time. I have left Mrs, Autumn." 

She then related to her fome circumftances of 
that lady's extravagant folly, and the caufe and 
manner of their parting, which, together with 
their comments on lord - — *$ meflage, furniihed 
them with matter fufficient for difcourfe during 
the remainder of that day : what happened to our 
fair heroine the next, will be found in the fol^ 
lowing chapter* 
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J>iftroys ihg e^^eSfatUns raifed iy the firegftng 
chapter. 



HEnrictta was at her unck*s houfe cxa£tly 
at the hour prefcribed her; and, upon fend* 
ing in her name, was defired to walk into his 
iordfliip's library. 

The carl was there to receive her : he had 
with him two of his daughters ^ but thefe young 
ladies withdrew immediately, after faluting her 
in a very diftant manner, which (he returned 
with equal referve and coldneis. 

** Mifs Courteney,'' faid his lord/hip, as fooo 
as they were alone, *^ I have been very angry 
<< with you for leaving your aunt in the ftrange 
** manner you did." 

<< I am extremely obliged to your knrdihip/' 
replied Henrietta, *^ for taking fo much intereft ^ 
** in any thing that concerns me.'^ 

** You certainly afied very indifcrectly,** faid 
the earl ; ^' but what is paft cannot be helped. 
^' You have had the good luck to make your- 
^< felf friends, notwithftanding this wrong ftep* 

Yott 
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*' You have been at the countefe of — *s feat, 
*'Ihear.'^ 

"Yes, my lord,*' anfwered Hehrietta ; -*<^I 
** was there with " 

** The counters is very much your friend,*' 
Interrupted his lordfliip, haftily, " buther fon is 
"more fo.'V ~ 

Henrietta blufbed, and was filent, 

** I will not," purfued his lordfliip, *' exa- 
** mine into your motives for. leaving lady Mea- 
*^ dows ; but I will, if poflible, accommodate 
•* matters between you, provided you will con- 
*• cur with me in my endeavours for that.pur- 
«pofe." " 

*' I defire nothing more earneftly than to be 
** reconciled to my aunt," replied Henrietta. 

** I believe it will be your own fault ifyou are 
" not," refumed his lordfliip ; *' and ifyou reco- 
*' ver her favour, your good fortune will not (lop 
** there — To keep you nQ longer in fufpencc 
** then, lord B — has declared a paflion for you, 
•' has foiicited my intereft towards ^ffefting a 
<< reconciliation between your aunt and you, that 
** he may pay his addrefles to you in a proper 
.** manner." 

, ** I am furprifed that lord B — fliould make 
** fucha propofal," faid Henrietta, «« he is en- 
c< gaged to the daughter of a rich citizen ." 

'' No, . 
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** No, not engaged," replied the earl j ** the 
** match has been propofed, and he has vifited 
** the young woman.? 

«* Indeed, my lord," replied Henrietta, « thcj 
*« aflFair is much farther advanced." 

*« Well, well,'* interrupted his lordfliip, « we 
«« will fuppofe that the writings, are drawn and 
*« every thing Tettled 5 but they are not married^ 
•* nor engaged neither. . 

** His inclinations, you find, have taken an* 
** other turn : you have no reafon to blame him 
^* for this, I am fure; and it would be Arrange 
*^ indeed if a man of his rank and fortune was 
*' to mind the cenfure^ of the vulgar." 

Henrietta was filent His lordfbip pro« 
cceded, 

" Lord B- will iind it difficult, no doubt, 

*« to prevail upon the earl to break off this treaty, 
<< and confeni to his marrying you, Ihough 
*' lady Meadows fhould offer to make you her 
^' heir ; becaufe in that cafe your fortune wouI<3[ 
** be ftill lels than that of this citizen, whom he 
" has chofen for him. Nevcrthelefs, he does 
" not defpair of effcfHng this, provided your 
** aunt will do for you what it is expedied 
" fhe would before you was fo unhappy as to 
" difobligc her. In this lord B~. fufficiently 

" fhews 
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^' (hews the fiocerity and ardor of his paiSon ^ h 
^ is your part now to convince him that yoa aro 
f * not ungrateful." 

«< What would your Icvdibip have me tado ?*^ 
faid Henrietta. - ^ 

*^ I would have you fubmit to your aunt/' faid 
(he earl, <' and regain her afFedion, if poffible. 
<s Lord B ■ has reafon to exped tl^ comr 
f * pliance {torn you.*! 

«' I will do every thing I ought to do,** re- 
plied Hetuietta, «^ to recover my aunt's fo- 
, f < vour, and this without any view to lord B— ''s 

f* OuCIS. 

<' Well, tve £hall not eacamine too nicely 
^< into that matter," intermpted his lordihip, 
fmiUng. << All that remains to foe done, is this ; 
<< I will fee lady Meadows myfelf, ihe will be 
<< in town focm, I fiq>pDre ; lord B— *-'$ pro* 
<< pofal, which I wBl aoguaiat her with, wzR 
<* captivate her attention^ and be your beft juf* 
<< tification. As for whtt litde conceffions Ihe 
<'may]|exped from you, I ihall leave them to 
«< be fettled by youriclvts/' 

^< There are certain .conceffions, however,** 

faid Henrietta, ^^ which it is impoffible for me ; 

<< to make, and which, if my aunt infifb upon 

^< as the neceiTarjr conditions of a reconciliatiofi 

^ between us, I muft ftill continue under her 

«dif. 
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<< dirpleafiire, and hazard all the confequences 

*' I am afraid you are going to fay fome filly 
<< thing or other,'* interrupted his lordChip, 
rifing from hia feat ;^ which motion Henrietta 
underftanding as a bint for her to hafienher de- 
parture, rofealib* 

^< I will dfstain your lord(hip no long^r^' laid' 
ifac, *^ than juft to tell you that feme time ago 
*< my aunt propofed to me to fettle all her fortune 
^ upon me, provided I would embrace the Ro« 
** man catholic religion." 

«< A noble offer, upon my honour !" faid his 
lordihtp, ** and did you refufeit ?*' 

^^ Would your lordfiiip have had me accept 
"of it?" faid Henrietta. 

<• What fignifies what I would have had you 
<« do," replied the earl, pceviihly. «« What 
" did the confideration of your own intereft fug- 
«« geft to you ?•• 

*« To refufe it, my lord," anfwercd Henrietta^ 
•« and I did fo." 

"I find you are a very romantic girl»" faid 
hislordfliip; << I am refolved to trouble myfelf 
^< no more about your afl&irs." 

^' I hope it will not be imputed to me as a 
"crime," faid Henrietta, "that I could not be 
^* bribed to change my religion/' 

s 5 *« Change 
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«« Change your religion !** repeated the earl, ' 
<< what neceffity was there for changing your 
« religion: you might have humoured the 
«< old woman, have gone with her to ma&, 
<< and conformed to ibme of her fuperftitious 
<< ceremonies, and be a good proteftant in 
V your heart notwithftanding ; the world, Ifstow^ 
(c ing ^our motives, would have commended 
«« you for fuch a prudent condu^ — I fee 
«« there is nothing to be done with you/* pur- 
fued he, after a little paufe. « For the lake 
*« of the unfortunate m^n, who was your fa- 
<< ther, I would have been glad to have feen 
*« you well married ; but lord B — is not fuch 
<< a fool as to take you without a fortune ; and 
«< as you cannot reafonably have any expefla* 
<< tions but from lady Meadows, who has no 
<< children, and may leave her fortune to 
«« whom (he pleafes, without doing any body 
•< injuftice, you know beft whether it is worth 
<' your while to make a proper fubmii&on to her 
«« or not/' 

<< I will never make an improper one,*' faid 
Henrietta. 

" To be fure," faid his lordfliip, « your^ 
** own wifdom is tobejudgc of that/' 

*No, 
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^* No, my lord,*' replied Henrietta ; " you 
^' fhall if you pleafe be judge— if my con- 
** fciencc— " 

^< Pray, let me hear nothing about your con- 

" fcience," interrupted the carl ; ** it is not my 

^^ bufinefs to fet matters even between you and 

i ** your confcience : your aunt's popifli confeflbr, 

^^'-who is likely tol)e her heir, is fkilful in thofe 

*' things^ yet I would not advife you to confult 

^^ him neither, for he is an interefied perfon : 

** but remember, that you may either fecure to 

^< yourfelf a good eftate, and marry a very de- 

•« fcrving young nobleman, or continue in the 

** obfcurity and want your father left you in, 

<* which is all the legacy be bequeathed you. 

<« Think well of this, and then let your con* 

;*^ fcience determine. I do not advife you to do 

*« any thing againft it/' 

*^ My refolution is already fixed,** fiiid Hen- 
rietta : *^ my confcience will neither permit me 
<c to change my religion, nor to counterfeit a 
<* change of it/' 

«< Do [you infinuate l)y that," faid his lord- 
ibip, faaftily, << that I advifed you to do either 
«< the one or the other f " 

<« My aunt alrieady knows my mind," faid 

Henrietta, evading a queftion which (he could 

Vofc.II. H not 
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not anfwcr truly without ofendiiig him ; ** I 
** have nothing to hope for from your lordfhip's 
«« interpofition, unleS fh^ has, been pleafed to 
«« give up this point j and I fhall ch^earfully re- 
*' turn to that' poverty my father bequeathed 
*< me, fmcc with it he bequeathed me piety 
•* and virtue.*' 

*< It is a pity he did not leave you prudence 
*« alfo," laid the earl, who found fomcthing 
very provoldng in this lafl: ipeech, *^ you would 
** not then have difobliged your aunt by your 
^< icandalQUS elopement from her, which has 
,'< reduced you to the^ miferable condition you 
<^ are now in, .£> t^at your friends know ik>C 
^* bow to take notice of you." 

«* Friends f my lord,*' repHed Henrietta, rifmg 
in her temper ; ^^ I have no friends^ I have only 
*« relations." 

<« That is likely to be their misfortune,'^ faid 
his lordfhip, who was very ahgry at this farcaim : 
<< your undutifukiefs to your aunt makes you 
<* unworthy of the notice of your relations | 
^< and I declare to you plainly, that from thb 
<^ moment I will never concern myfelf about 
« you." 

Henrietta difdained to make any anfwer to 

this uDJuft and cruel fpeech ; but courtefied in 

5 filencci 
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filence, and withdrew j leaving the earl very well 
Satisfied with himfelf for the tender and parental 
part he had a£):ed towards his brother's daugh« 
ter, and fumifbed with excellent reafons for 
never feeing her more. 

^^I had provided a match for her/' (^idhe« 
Aat very tvening, to an humble friend, who 
he knew would not fail to fpread the report^ 
** not unworthy of a daughter of my own. She 
^^ rejeded my propofal. She refufed to make 
<< any fubniiffion to her aunt, whom I would 
** have prevailed upon to be reconciled to hen 
*^ Let her fuffer the confequences of her obfti^ 
^< nacy and folly; I have done all that I ought 
*< to do, and am juftified to the World." 

His lord(hip forgot to add, that the fubmiffion 
which was expe£i:ed from her was nothing more 
than the change of her religion, and the match 
file fo obftinately refufed, could not be efFe£ted 
without (he purchafed a fortune by an impious 
hypocrify. Neverthelefs the omtiiion of diefe 
trifling circumftances gave fuch a colour to Hen- 
rietta's behaviour, that ihe was confldered by 
all, who beard her uncle's account of it, as an 
unhappy young creature, who would ruin- her- 
fclfp and be the blot of a noble family, 

Hz As 
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As for our fair heroine, (he forefaw that her 
uncle would juftify his negled of her at her 
expence. She had every thing againft her 5 
ranic, fortune, power; that general prejudice 
which prevails againft the unfortunate, and that 
as general fervility which adopts the paffions of 
the great. But thefe reflexions filled her with 
no uneafy apprehenfions ; for there is this ad- 
vantage in virtue, that it is fufficient for it- 
felf, and needs not the applaufe or fupport oS 
pthers, its own confcioufneis is its beft reward. 



CHAP. Yh 

In which lord B Jbews himfelf a trui 

modem lover. 

TjEnrietta, before (he went home, wsuted 

upon lad^ D , to acquaint her that fhe 

had left Mrs. Autumn. She avoided mention- 
ing that lad/s peculiarities which had made it 
impoi&bleto pleafe her; but with great fimpli- 
city related the error fhe had been guilty of, and 
the fufplcions fhe had incurred by it^ which occa- 
fioned her difmiflion; 

Lady 
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Lady D— — diverted herfclf for fome time 
with the extreme delicacy of her whimfical 
friend, and then told Henrietta, that having 
ftill a good opinion of her prudence and mo- 
defty, notwithflanding the reafons Mrs. Au- 
tumn had to fufpefl her, fhe would place her 
about a young lady, a relation of her own. 

Henrietta thanked her in very refpeQful terms, 

and took her leave, after fhe had, at lady D 's 

defire, left her a diredtion to her lodgings, that 
flic might know where to fend for her when it 
was neceflary. 

At her return, fhe found the faithful Mrs.. 
Willis full of anxious impatience to hear the 
fuccefi of her vifit to the earl. Henrietta, thro' 
refpe£l to her uncle, concealed the greateft part 
of his diTcourfe to her, but owned that flie had 
no expeflations from him. 

Mrs. Willis flirugged up her flioulders : 
** Then it was as you fufpefled (faid (he) your 
** uncle has propofed fome abfurd match to 
'< you, and you have forfeited his future fa- 
<« vour by not complying with it." 

*' You will be furprifed to hear that lord 
« B — - has made an application to my uncle," 
faid Henrietta. 

•« Surprifed !*» repeated Mrs. Willis ; " why, 

<* to be fure, confidering how your affairs are 

H 3 "cir- 
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** circumf!anced> this is a generous way of 
" proceeding. Well, I hope you begin now to 
" have a favourable opinion both of his love and 
<• honour." 

" I am fure I think highly of his prudence/* 
replied Henrietta, fmiling: " only mark the 
^* caution with.which he sl&s in this affair; my 
(« poverty gave him hopes that I fhould be an 
f' eafy conqueft, and that paffion which firil 
^* manifefted itfelf in an open attempt upon my 
^^ honour, fought afterwards to allure me with 
*' bribes. It is not ftrange that perfons who 
<< hold money to be the greateft good, fiiould 
<* think it more than an equivalent for virtue. 
*^ Here, however^ he was difappointed again^ 
<< to his great aftoni(hment« no doubt, and mar-> 
«* riage is this honourable lover's laft -refource; 
.<' but this he does not offer till he is fure I (hall 
*' have a fortune^ if not equal to that of my 
<« rival the packer's daughter, yet at Icaft fuf- 
" ficent to juflify his choice in the opinion of 
" the prudential part of the world j and per- 
«« haps he cxpcfts I (hould purchafe the mighty 
*« bleffing of his hand by the facrifice, the tcm- 
*' porary facrifice at leaft of thAfe principleSs 
** for which I have already fuffered fo much." 

"Have 
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** Have you any reafon for this (hocking fufpi- 
** cion ?'* interrupted Mrs. Willis. 

** I think I have/' replied Henrietta : ^* a 
^' reconciliation with my audt is, it feems, a 
** neceflary preliminary to his addrefTes ; and 
•* yet he heard from myfelf upon what condi- 
*' tion that reconciliation could ohly be effeft- 
*' ed." Henrietta, fuddenly interrupting her- 
felf, cried out, *' There he is^ there is lord 
** B ." 

^« Where ? where ?" faid Mrs. Willis, run- 
ning to the window. *' It is certainly he," faid 
Henrietta, ** hepaffed by in a chair." 
' That inftant they heard a loud rap at the door. 

«* As I live," cried Mrs. Willis (in a violcjjt 
flutter) ** he is come to vifit you. I hope you 
** will fee him, mifs Courteney j hear what he 
*^ has to fayi pray do ; there can be no harm in 
« that, 1 am fure." 

« Well, well," faid Henrietta, fmiling at her 
follcitude ; *' I will fee him ; let him be ihewn 
** into the other parlour, if you pleafe.'* 

Mrs. Willis, curious to fee this young lord, 
went herfelf to open the door. He bolted out 
of the chair ; and, with a look and accent fuH 
of impatience,^ asked her, if the young lady that 
lodged there was at home ?" 

H4 «Mifi 
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« Mifs Courtcney, fir ?" faid Mrs. Willis. 

*« Yes," replied he, haftily j ** is Ihe at homc^ 
*< can I fee her I Pray tell her a gentleman from 
« enquires for her/* 

Mrs. Willis defired him to walk into the par- 
lour, faid fhe "svould acquaint the young lady 
with his being there j and a few moments after- 
wards Henrietta appeared. 

Lord B- flew to meet hel^ with the air of 

a lover confcious of the right he had to be well 
received ; and, , taking her hand, which he re- 
, fpeafully kiflTed, 

** Now," cried he, exultingly, *« can you 
** doubt the ardor of my paffion for you ? and 
<< will ydu not at length confefs that it is pofKble 
*' for a man to deferve you ?'* 

"Certainly, my lord,*' replied Henrietta, 
** it is very poflible.** 

« May I periOi if I think fo (faid he) but 
** how poorly would words exprefe my adora- 
« tion of you ! Judge of the purity, the ardor 
'* of my love, by what I have done to make 
*< you mine — Have you not feen your uncle, 
" mifs Courteney ?" 

« I havej my lord," replied Henrietta. 

*' You have !*' repeated his Ibrdfliip; "and 
" in that, grave cold accent too. Surely my 
" fentiments and dcfigns are ftiU unknown to 

**you; 
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** you : it is inipoffible elfe that you ihould bq 
** thus infenfible, nay ungrateful, I will fay— • 
•* for I have given no common proofs of love, 
" I think." 

** Inileed, my lord" replied Henrietta, who 
had a mind to teaze this generous lover a little, 
** you (hall not fufFer for your noble difintereft- 
•* ednefs — ^you fliall not refign mifs Cordwain 
^* and her immenfe fortune for me." 

** Name not her fortune," cried lord B ■ 5 
** Vftre it millions I would refufe it for you.*' 

*« Nay, now your lordfliip is quite roman- 
«< tic," faid Henrietta, *^ to prefer to. a rich hei- 
** rcfs an unhappy young woman, deferted by 
<' her relations, and reduced to feek a fubfiftence 
** by her labour." 

*' Call not my paffion 'romantic," interrupted 
lord B — , ** becaufe it fo^rs above common cbn- 
<< ceptions : a mind fo elevated as yours might 
«* give it a jufter epithet." 

<* Were my aunt," purfued Henrietta, ** to 
*< Ipave me her whole eftate, you would ftill 
« make no inconfiderablc facrifice by quitting 
«« mils Cordwain for me, fince my fortune 
« would then be inferior to her's. But you 
** know, my lord, I have no expeditions from 
«* lady Meadows : I have declared to my uncle 
Hs "the 
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^ the hard conditions upon which ihe offers to 
*^ make me her heir, conditions that I never will 
^^ accept of ; and therefore I may well cgU your 
*' paffioa romantic, when, under fuch circum*^ 
^' ftances, you could think of making an appli* 
" cation to my uncle." 

- «' To be fure, madam," faid lord B— — , 
whofe countenance exprefled at once furprife, 
confufion, and difappointment— *^ I did apply 
** to the earl, not perfonally indeed. I con- 
** trived it fo that a friend of mine, who is very 
^* intimate with his lordfhip, fliould give him a 
*' hint of your fituation, and the fentiments 
^' I entertained for you : and, from the ac- 
*' count my ftiend gave me of his fuccefs in his 
" negotiation, I conceived that you might be 
" prevailed upon— that is, that you would con- 
•* fider— Tor might I not hope, my dear mi(s 
*« Courteney, that you would not be infenfible 
<' of my affeflion." 

Here his lordfhip paufed, and looked on Hen- 
rietta with a languifhing air, feeming to wifli 
and expeft that her tendernefs would fpare him 
a further explanation ; but our fair heroine, 
who did not chufe to colledl his meaning from 
the abrupt and unconneded fentences he bad 
uttered, continued malicioufly filent, as if £he ^ 
waited for the end of his difcourfe. i 

"I 
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<* I fee (refumed he) that I have not been 
** happy enough to inlpire you with any tender 
** fentiments for me. Pardon me, mife Couf- 
•' teney, but I muft be fo free as to tell you 
** that if you were not prepoflefled in favour of 
** another perfon, the proofs I have given you 
** of my afFedion would not be received with 
** fuch indifference." 

*^ There needs not any fuch prepoflcffion," 
replied Henrietta^ vexed at this hint, <^ to make 
•' me receive with indifference the proofs you 
*« have hitherto given me of that affection your 
•' lordfliip boafts of. Am I to reckon among 
** thefe proofs, my lord, the infult you offered 
*< me at Mrs. Eccles's, and the ftrange declara- 
** tion you made me in the country ?*' 

*^ All, how cruel is this recapitulation now !** 
cried lord B : " do I not do juflice to your 

*^ birth, your beauty and virtue^ by my prefent 
<< honourable intentions ?" 

«« It is not enough for me, my lord,'* faid 
Henrietta, <' that your intentions are honour- 
^ able now ; to have merited my efteem, they 
^< (hould always have been fo : but, to fpeak 
$< plainly, I am ftill doubtful of your inten- 
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<* Doubtflil ftill of my intentions !'' repeated 
lord B— — : ^< have I not declared them to your 
<< uncle, madam ? have I not folicited his inte- 
« reft with you ?*' 

** Suppofe that obtained, my lord," faid Hen- 
rietta, << and that it has all the weight with me 
«« you could wifli." 

<« Why then we fliall be happy, my angel/* 
cried he, taking her hand, and preffing it to his 
lips. *«You will be reconciled to your aunt, 
** and I may hope for my fathex^s confent to our 
** union.'* 

^^ A reconciliation with my aunt is impof- 
«* fible," faid Henrietta, withdrawing her 
hand. | 

** Say not that it is impoffible," replied lord 
B , *« but that you have not complaifancc 

enough for me to attempt it.'* 

*< Did I not know it to be impoffible,*' re- 
fumed Henrietta, «* I would attempt it for my 
*' own fake j but nothing lefs than the facri- 
** fice of my religion will fatisfy my aunt : on 
" this condition indeed. fhc promifes to fctde her 
<< whole eftate upon me -, I think I once told 
*• your lordfliip fo.** 

"You did, my dear mi(s Courtency," inter- 
rupted lofd B— -- 5 «5 and I adore you for your 
« fteady adherence to your prmciples,*' 

Hen- 



y Google 



« 



HENRIETTA. 157 

Henrietta was a little ftartled at founexpe£Ud 
a declaration j but lord B did not fufFer her 

to remain long in the error his laft words )iad 
Ocafi9ned, 

** If lady Meadows was not fuch a bigot,*' 
purfucd he, ** excufe my freedom, mifs, we 
** might expe£t that (he would receive my pro- 
^' pofals with pleafure, and make fuch concef- 
**iions in favour of her niece, as might en- 
*' gage my father's confent to our marriage : 
'^ but lince this is hopelefs, is it reafonable that 
'< you fhould be the vi3im of her obftinacy i By 
** feeming only to comply with your aunt's de-» 
*' fires, all obftacles to our union will be re- 
^* moved ; a temporary compliance is all that 
** is neceflary to fecure to you a fortune, and a 
<* rank in life fuitable to your birth. Do not 
*< imagine that I wifli to fee you a profelyte to* 
<< the religion (he profefTes : no, if any thing 
«« could weaken my paffion, your being capable 
<« of fuch a change, upon interefted motives, 
<< would do it. I love you ; I repeat it again, 
** I love you for your piety,." 

** Then, to be fure, my lotd," replied Hen- 
rietta, << you think that a little diffimuhtion ia 
f < this cafe would be a virtue/^ 

«Ih 
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** In yourcircumftanccs,** refumed lord B— , 
** it certainly would ; for while your principles 
^ are unchanged, what do you facrifice, in 
** yielding to your aunt, but externals only t 
^^ this facrifice your intereft, your happineis de- 
^* mands of you : let me add al(b that you owe 
*' it to a man who loves you with the ardor X 
^ do. And furdy, to induftrioufly feek occa- 
•* fions of fuflcring for a religion, which, ^ if you 
** could be contented with fecre^Iy profeffing, 
** you would be happy yourfelf,' and make 
** others happy alfo, is to give the world reafon 
/•* to fufpeft that c^ntation has a greater fliare 
•* in your refolves than piety. Therefore, my 
^ dear mils Courteney, you fee it is not the 
^ fiicrificc of your religion that I require of 
«« you, but of the reputation of fuficring for it/' 

«* Well, my lord," replied Henrietta, who 
had liftened to him with great calmnefs, «« if 
*« ever I was in doubt of your intentions, you 
•*have clearly explained them now; of them, 
♦* and of the fentiments you have avowed, you 
•* may collet my opinion, when I declare to 
•« you, that if you had worlds to beftowon me, 
** I would not foe your wife/* 

« Is this your rcfolution, thiis Courteney ?^ 
iaid his lord/hip« 

^*It 
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«< It 19, my lord ((he replied). A refdution ' 
*<juflifisd>le upon your own great principle in-* 
** tereft. It is my intercft I confult, when I 
«' prefer poverty and fervitude to the fortune my 
^* aunt can give me ; becaufe the filenk tefti« 
*Srmooy of a quiet confcience is, in my opinion, 
•* of infinitely more value than riches. It is in- 
*< tereft by which I am influenced, when I re** 
** fufe your ofiered alliance, becaufe I am fure I 
** could not be happy with a man whom I can* 
« not eftcem." 

<< Hold, madam, hold," interrupted lord B--^^ 
^ this is too much : I have not deferved this 
«* treatment, but I thank ypu for it ; yes, from 
*^ my foul Ithank you for it : it has helped tor 
^* reftore my ienfes ; I have been foolifli, very 
«foolilb, Iconfcfs." 

His lordfhip indeed looked fooHIh enough 
when he pronounced thefe words, which wert 
fucceeded by a paufe of fevcral minutes : then 
fuddenly ftarting from his feat, and bowing with 
an afFeded negligence, 

«« The beft apology hfp^n make, madam ((aid 
<< he) for the importunate vifit I h^ve paid you, 
•« is to affure you I never will repeat it." 

Henrietta courtefied gravely without anfwer- 
ing him ; and having rung the bell for a fervanC 
to attend him to thedoor> went into the room 

where 
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where her friend was fitting. Lord B-*--*— 
fiopped, looked back, and, finding {he bad 
withdrawn, he rulhed out haftily, and flung 
bimfelf into his chair, glad of his efcape, and 
congratulating himfelf upon the vidory he had 
gained over his paffion ; for, in the firft emo- 
tions of his grief at parting, he had almoft re- 
vived to declare {he would marry her without 
any fortune : but her difappearing Co fuddenly, 
gave him time for a moment's reflexion, and 
that was fufficient to hinder him from being 
guilty of an imprudence which he now trembled 
at the thoughts of. 

It is fo diiScult for mean and felfifli perfons to 
conceive that any thing but private advantage 
can influence the refolutions of others, that not- 
withflanding the proof Henrietta had given of 
her attachment to her religion, and her invio- 
lable regard to truth, yet ftill lord B fup- 

pofed there muft be fome other latent motive for 
a conduct, in bis opinion, highly ridiculous, and 
very inconfiftent with that good fenfe which it 
was apparent Ihe pofiefibd. 

Sometimes he fancied he had a rival ; and 
then^ to clear a doubt fo tormenting, he was 
upon the point of returning to her to oflFer her 
his hand upon her own conditions: but his 
avarice reflrained him from making !.&> dan- 
gerous 
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gerous atrial: (he might accept his ofi^r $ and 
with all the paiEon he felt for her, he could not 
refolve to marry her without a fortune. 

To ftifle a thought which fuggefted to him 
defigns lb deftrudive to his intereft, he endea- 
voured to perfuadc himfelf that her obftinacy, 
in refuiing to temporize a little when fuch 
mighty advantages were in view, was the efFe£t 
of female vanity, which fought diftindion at 
the expcnce of folid happinefs. In this opinion 
he was confirmed by his friend, whom he had 
employed to found the earl her uncle with re- 
gard to his propofals, and to whom he now 
communicated the refult of his interview with 
Henrietta. 

« Depend upon it," faid this fagacious per-, 
fon, " your goddefs will defcend from her ro- 
<< mantic flights, when (he finds (he has almoft 
** foared out of human ken ; and is much more 
« likely to be laughed at for her extravagant 
** folly, than admired and applauded for , her ex- 
" traordinary piety. Follow my advice (pur- 
" fued he) fuffer your miftrefs to believe you 
" have broke her chains ; if intereft does not 
*^ make her wiih to recal you, vanity will. 
" Few women can endure that a lover (hould 
*' efcape them ; and, to recover their influence, 
** they often make conceffions, which, in the 

" zenith 
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*« zenith of their power, they would have 
*« thought impoffible/* 

Lord B-^ improved a little upon his friend's 

*fcheme, and refolved to continue his addrefles 
to mifs Cord wain, to pique Henrietta, he faid ; 
but in reality, he was as much in love with her 
fortune, as with the perfon of our fair heroine ; 
and was not willing to hazard the lofs of the one, 
while it was yet doubtful whether he fhould ever 
poflefs the other. 

CHAP. vn. 

fm^b cmludis thi fourth hit df thi$ 
hiftory. 

TjEnrietta having acquainted Mrs. Willi* 
with what had paifled in her interview 
with lord B >, the gockl woman who Jiad 
flattered herfelf that the aiiair would have ended 
more happily (though more honourably it could 
not) for her fair friend, conjured her, with 
tears of anxious tendernefs, not to think of 
going to fervice again, but to allow the coun^ 
tefs, whom her conduA with regard to her fon 
inuft neceilarily oblige very highly, to employ 
faer good ofiices with lady Meadows in her fa- 
vour. 
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vour, that a reconciliation might be efk&edy 
without thofe (hocking conditions which had at 
firft been propofed to her. 

" If I thought fuch an application would be 
** fuccefsful," replied Henrietta, " I would rea- 
•* dily confent to it. For you may ealily ima- 
** gine, my dear Mrs. Willis, that this low 
** condition is not my choice : but I know my 
** aunt's temper; whatever flie defires, ftie de- 
** fires with ardor ; and makes a merit of per- 
*' fitting obftinately in a refolution fhe has once 
** formed. Her pride will be a more powerful 
*« advocate for me, than any thing the coun- 
•• tefs can urge ; to that I formerly owed my 
« deliverance from dependence, more mortify- 
•' ing than fervitude. This pride will no doubt 
** be fenfibly wounded, when flie finds that I 
** am determined in my choice ; if any thing 
«* can make her recede from her purpofe, it 
^ will be the fliame of feeing her niece reduced 
** fo low. But furely it is not the way to con- 
<* vince her I am really determined, if I allow 
«* my friends to teaze her with folicitation?, 
•* when fhe has already declared her refolution 
^* in fuch ftrong terms : fhe will believe that I 
*' have engaged them to make this trial ; fhe 
" will be offended with th^ir interpofition, and 

*« per* 
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** perhaps be the lefs inclined to raife me from 
' << this obfcure condition, as (he will not have 
** the merit of doing it from her own generofity 
** and tendernefs, but at the inftances of others : 
** time only, my dear Mrs. Willis, can produce 
*' any favourable change in my-circumflances j 
** it will either foften the hearts of my relations, 
** or it will blunt my fenfe of the meannefs of 
** my condition, by familiarizing me to it. This 
** I am fure of at leaft, that, in the confciouf- 
** nefs of doing right, I ftiall always find an lin- 
** failing fource of happinefe, however Provi- 
** dence may think fit to difpofe of me." 

<* Ah, never doubt but you arc the care of 
** Providence, my dear mifs," cried Mrs. Willis, 
«• fuch virtue and piety muft fooner or later be 
<* happy : Heaven and your own prudence di- 
«rea you." 

*« I have not always been prudent," faid Hen- 
rietta, fighing; ** but misfortunes, as you once 
** told me, teath us wifdom." 

Mrs. Willis, obferving an unufual penGv^nefs 
ftealing over the fweet features of Henrietta on 
this reflection, changed the difcourfe to a le(s^ 
interefting fubje£l, and employed her utmoft af- 
fiduity and^ tendernefs to make the time fhe 
ftayed with her pafs agreeably. 

A 
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A week being elapfed, and no mcflage com- 
ing from lady D , Henrietta began to 

apprehend that ihe fhould be difappointed of a. 
place, in which ihe expe£led more fatisfa£tion 
than (he had found in thofe (he had hitherto 
been in, when ihe was furprifed with a vifit from 

the countefc of . 

. She flew to receive her with rcfpe£tful joy. 
The lady tenderly prefled her hand— 

/< I had bufineis in the city (faid ihe) and I 
** took this opportunity to call on you— and 
« how do you do, hiy dear good girl ? (purfucd 
** ihe) have you any agreeable news to tell m% ? 
^ has your family relented yet ?** 

<' I have no reafon to. think they have^ ma- 
^< dam,*' rcjJied Henrietta; 

** Shocking inlSMiflbility !*' exclaimed the 
countefs, lifting up her eyes; ^^ you have been 
^ very ill ufed too by Mrs. Autumn, my lifter 
« tells me.'' 
Henrietta fmiled, but was iilent* 
** Well, mils Courteney^'* refumed the coun- 
tefs, << will you come and live with me as my 
^ friend and companion. I know your generous 
<< fcorn of dependence ; but it is the unworthi- 
<< nefs of the donor only, that can make benefits 
<*iit heavy on a mind like yours : there is 
*^ often as much greatacfs of foul in receiving 

as 
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<< as in conferring benefits ; and when true 
<< friendfhip is the motive for giving, it is pride^ 
«« not generofity, to refufe*" 

'^ Do me the /uftice to belicvci madam^'^ 
replied Henrietta^ << thati receive this inftance 
^' of your goodxiefs with the deepeft gratitude^ 
« but there is ** 

*< I onderfiand you/* interrupted^ the coun- 
teis — - ^< my fon ; but I hope, when he is mar« 
<< ried, you will bate no objefikxi to living ^th 
^ me as my friend." 

The counted, in fpcaking ihefe words, 
looked earneftJy on Henrietta. 

•« No, certainly, madam (cried (he, eagerlyj 
<^ I ihall thiidc myfelf happy in living with you 
*< in any fituation." ' 

*< I know not what to think of my Ton's con« 
^ ^< du£l in this affair,'* refumed the countefi i 
<< every thing is fettled between my lord and the 
«< young lady's father s but he ftill finds pre- 
«< tences to delay the match.'' Her eyesj as ihe 
pronounced thefe wor^s, feemed to demand an 
explanation of Henrietta. 

<< I am afraid, madam (replied (he) that I 
•• have been partly the caufe of thefc delays." 

*• That is candidly (aid," interrupted the 
countefi s « have you fecn my fon lately ?** 
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. «< I have, madam,*' anfwcred Henrietta; " but 
<< your ladyfliip may be entirely eafy/* 

«< Eafy !" repeated the counted ; <« why do 
^< you imagine that I am ib infenlible of your 
<< merit — but you know, my good girl, lord 
is in honour engaged to m^ Cbrd- 



<< His Iordfliip*8 partiality for me," faid Hen« 
rietta, *' has induced him to carry this matter 
.^^ further than (as be is circumftanced) I think 
^< he ihottld have done: He has cauied my 
<<.unck to be applied to ; but thb has produced 

^< nothing, madam. I told lord B upon 

<< what conditions my aunt had offered to fettle 
*' her eftate upon me; and his lordfhip is con- 
«« vinced that I cannot comply with them. My 
<<xefolution is fixed, my lord B— - knows it is 
<^ib» and you have nothing to ff^ar, madam, 
^< from any imprudence on Hk fide» or any un* 
«^ generoftty on mine. I ventured to promife 
<< that i would deferve the confidence you waa 
^^ pleaied to place In me on this occaftui, and 
«< I hope I have and ihall continue to deierve 
« it." 

Notwithfianding the delicate manner in which 
Henrietta ftated the afiair between her and lord 

B , yet the countefi difcovered that her fon . 

had fliiCWA more prudence than generofity, or 

even 
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even love in his behaviour ; and, by a firangc 
contradiction in the human heart, flie at once 
approved and condemned, was pleafed with, 
yet afhamed of his condud ; but charmed with 
Henrietta's noble difintereftednefs, her candour 
and fmcerity, (he embraced her with the ten* 
demefs of a mother, and perhaps with the more 
tenderneis becaufe it was not likely (he (hould be 
her mother. 

<^ I am impatient (faid flie) till I can have 
«^ you with me, that I may have it in my power 
« to ihew you how greatly I both love and ef- 
<^ teem you," ' 

Henrietta thanked her with great politenefi; 
and then told her of lady D— s intentions to 
recommend her to a young lady, a relation of 
her's. 

« Oh ! mils Belmour, you mean," faid the 
<:ounte(s i ^^ my ftfter' mentioned it to me : flie 
«^ is an agreeable young woman, has a very good 
<< fortune, and is entirely miftrefs of herfelf* 
<« She will be much better pleafed to receive 
<<^you in the charader of a companion than 
« a fenrant, when Oxe knows your buth and 
«< merit-'' 

^ I will owe obligations of that kind to none 
«<but yourfclf, ' madam/' replied Henrietta ; 

^< and I beg this young lady may know no more 

<«of 
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^ of me than what b juft necefiary to recom* 
^ mend me to her good opinion as a fervant." 

The covrntefs contefted this point with her for 
feme time ; but finding her npt to be difluaded 
from her defign, « Well!" faid {he, kindly, 
*^ you (hall be indulged this once^ but remember 
^* I claim your promife to come to me when a 
♦* certain objeSion is removed ; in the mean time 
^Vwe will fettle you with mifs Belmour in the 
^^ way you chufe. She will be with my fifter 
^^ to-morraw morning ; and if you come likewife, 
** lady D will introduce you to hen" 

Henrietta faid (he would not fail to attend 

lady D Upon which the countefs rofe up, 

Idfied her at parting, and defired (he would look 
upon her a^s one of her mod faithful friends. 

Our fair heroine had reafon to be fatisiied with 
the kind manner in which lady D-*— recom- 
mended ber to mifs Belmour, as well as with 
the reception that young lady gave her. She 
carried her home with her in her coach, and 
iiehaved to her with an stability that Henrietta 
could no odierwife account for, than by fuppof*-^ 
ing the countefs had difcovered ber true nama 
and circumftances to her--*-In this, however^ 
(he was miftaken : her young miftnds was in 
love ; (he had occafion for a confidatnt. Hen- 
fietta*s youth and gentlenefs promifed her (he 

Vol. II* I , would 
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^iretiibeaonMgeiitme: bcfidesrlaergood^feiife 
^ndtlieelegaBiceof facr pofanandladiafjoBr^b 
leflened the diftmoe betfi^efi die mH&xA and 
fervant, liat her pi4de WM not WHiiicled fajr tke 
-iniillfariljrwkh which flie ttndfefcended tatreit 
•her,, ^ the neicdEuy prelude -to die cotifidknoe 
' Aie ivar tefokred to f cpefe in her. 

Hetiriettt lifteitod wTdi com^atfiMiee to the 
c\nerfiowiiigs of a lie»t tender bjrnacufet 9xA 
vrholly pofieSMl} as fte ^ught, <)y aiif(eiviag 
otgefi; hnt^niien vffia fidmoiir) in thecourfb 
of fiftqucnt conver&tions on this exhanftteft 
theme» gaveJierto nnderflajNl'lfaat'ihis lover of 
^om ihe iboafted was the husfaand of another 
lady, from «4iom,he bad lieen parted fieverd 
years, Airprife, horror, grief, iprere ib flrongly 
imprefled on h» oeunsmiince, that her huly.be- 
gantoiepem Qf-aeonMEonflMJMKl aiade, an 
fcttl confidence HdN^ her 4iRitinentt, wfa num 
:|)iey were, omft nsed^ be appioiiedjqr/her lor- 
vant ' ' ^ 

Sutit being «M^iifeltfi Maedlfaridaqjefoiis 
^ tmdSt what 4be Ind ^fidd, /flte^snas «iider a 
Dcceffity of ^bndtii^g Jto^tfae >moitiryiog tifc 
«yf defendif^ * bar concktartocOBeii4Mife^.dulfiaf 
frdl as intaiefr^ieliadA moment jb^fiarr ocmk 
i:etved ^it to be^ tottacquJefeAyox nthea applaud 
ifUfliedid, 

.She 
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SKe bcgflfi widi Idling ibm^Ms, 4faat Mir^ 
Morfey had, vlien vecy fowa%^ hcmforoedyfaj 
HB ayaricioua fy^pr^ to Dsanya wooaaiiJrhom 
im cottld not love, aod niCh whom he had.hem 
fojBoi&rablc^ that 3 fcptrsition was Mgaai tfkhf 
the relations on both fides. 

Henrietta fighed fyanpatbctiqdlyc«t thai «&- 
ccMiat. Mifs Belmour, encowmged hy^ tins- mack 
ipf her ieafibility, . fKrooeeded Iimcb gnat flueiicy of 
language, to expatiate on .$bc xefiffleft .power of 
love: her lover'« fophSby bad .{^iAied*faer 
jwith arguments to prove, Jbat the marriage he 
had beenforced ioto vd^snatbiniit^ir^lltmfi^ 
jof heaven, and that be was ztUktitft^ hefiow 
his affc£kioB8 eUcwheie. She tieaifd mam«Be 
as a mere human inftitutign, adopted the lenli- 
fi^cnts of Eloifa, talked of «n mion of hearts^ 
^oienial conOiusicy, gftkmm cM<i^bp9e~lie»- 
.ridta beavd hei piih patiirmei bvt W^g out 
of breath at^ll#, >'Ae ftoppedf MdjEscpid 4o 
«pcft a wly, 

^ Q|urijiirheioiqe,ptdi|dl4^^bVffi^^ 
Jili^^ibM^o^tetiit the>fa9ie (^^ fU^be 
0m^pe(i,.^ vrm^V.ojSV^^ the fpecipua aig«- 
IPMiuihe^Juid ttiged^wiib i>tbers,..wh^h mfoRs 
leligioo, and the purity of hor Mvn Jbntifoeiits 
4iggefted «> her ; ibefe, hawey«r, vmitvcry 
little impnfioo 00 nuiafieloiour. :£beya\imed» 
1 2 liniled 
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finiled cootemptuoufly, and was feveral times 

icady.to jfitemipt her with an audioritative aif, 

but refiained, from the cpniideration that her 

woman was now, by the participation of her fe- 

cret, become, hjcr companion, if not fometbing 

more. 

* Henrietta, dcfpairing to refcue her unhappy 

fuSreft by motives of piety, ftom tbe.ihares 

diatwere laid for her, fought. even to intereft 

lier paffions in the caufe of virtue. 

- ^< You depend, madam (purfued fht) uptm 

*^ your lover'-s oonftancy ;. hut what fecurtty can 

<« you hdvc that he will be conftant?'* 

' <* What fccurity !" interrupted mifs Belmouff 

Toufed to attention by fo interefiing a queftioil ; 

^« his vows;'' 

«« TheTe vows, madam (faid Henrietta) will 
-^ expire with the paffioii that caufed them : he 
^** "wilt be coiiftant as long as he loves, but how 
¥ long he Will love» is the doubt.*' 

<< I am really vain enough to imagine," le^ 
pried mifs Belmow, bridling, << that thofe few 
<< attradions I hmrt received from nature, 4ioce 
*^^they have.*giiined^ will fix hb heart: lam 
*^ quite free from any apprehenftons of that for^ 
«« I can affure yott." - 

** You have chsyrms^ madam," fiud Ifenri- 
etta, ** that entidc you to a wocduer cooqueft 

^^thaa 
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*< than of a man, who, not having it in his 
** power to marry you, yet diOionourably feeks 
** to enfnare your affisdions." 

** It is natural to wifli to be beloved by 
^ thofc we love," replied mifi Belmour : *< I 
*• am convinced Mr. Morley loves me." 
. «< If he loved you fincerely, madam," faid 
Henrietta, ** he would not make you unhappy ; 
<* true love never feeks the ruin of its objed : 
*< diftntereftednefs is the teft of love; try Mr. 
*« Morley's by that." 

*« Mr. Morley has no mean, felfifli defigns 
<< upon my fortune/^ cried mifs Belmour. 
r ^* His defigns are mean and felfifli in the high* 
** eft degree," replied Henri^ta, «* fincc he cx- 
** pe£ls that to make him happy you fhould ik-> 
f\ crifice yoor peace, your honour, -^nd your re* 
^^.putation ; and' ihould he fucceed in thefe de- 
*^ iigns, which heaven forbid, the negled he 
** will fbon treat you with will convince you, that 
«< love, when not founded on efteem, cannot 
** be lafting : for the contempt which even li« 
f< bertines feel for tbofe whom they have (c* 
«• duced, is a pro^f of that fecret homage which 
** all men pay to virtue." 

** If I thought MrrMorley would ever fail in 
^ the refped and adoration :he^ fays me now,** 
iud rniis Behnour, ^< I flioold bate.him/' 

I 3 « The 
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«5 Thk m1^ ntfajrte pielme rtmt relied, im^ 
^itm^* repKed HeoTtettA} *^ is mt ta dbi^ 
«<hiin'to encourage aiqr preffiiii{iCiio08 hope^: 
«* if yoa wiAf td keep hk hesrt, engage bip 
'^ efteem ; he nia7>one ttaie or odi^^ perhapli^^ 
<< be at liberty to offer you hk bsmd/' 

«< Afe» Ifeiirietta!" iaterrupted noifs Bel* 
inour» figging, *^ dMkk time i» veiy diftaaCy I 
^< fear : but yoii baipe put fthmge thoughts intA 
'* my head^;^ I have been to blame to fifer Mr; 
*^ Morley to talk to me fo freefy of his paflSon t 
^* iiidded I think he has been* lefs refytOM^ 
'* Cnce I &tfered luiii to p6t<ehre «hat I prdb/J^ 
<* ed him to all the men I ever (tw. t &mk 
*Ho jom fredy tbit it wtts my appnell^ifeh j^ dF 
<.< lofibgKIm that made me Mften to his avgii^ 
«< ments; for I tlioiigfat»\ if I redoced^ him* (^ 
*^ defpatr^ he vrovid eonquer hii paffioir forme i 
*^ but what if the v^ means I have urfed ttt 
'' keep his bent flmild ptove the caofeel hl« 
V flighting me ! — Oh ! you do not knoir wkM 
(< anxious, uaeafy doubts yott have laifed in my 
<« mind 1 — However^ I aitl refolved eo behaii<d 
M with moie ttkt^t to him for the future, 1 
** will try whether bis pafltm is ftrong encHigM 
<«^ fubfift of itMf i for you have convinced Ikie 
«« thai the hopes with whicbl have btthertDfotf 
«' itahavebdenleislikely t^nouriiitbantocloy.'^ 

••Hen- 
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Hfenrieica vmSid hare beoi better ploafed if 
ftmifneocs moroputre badf faggefted this defign;' 
VoCit vH» a gj«at point gained to prevail witfar 
her on any temw-to difcwmge the addreffes of 
a man whofevlovc was a crime. She flattered 
Berfclf likewife that this uftexpcded fcverity in 
m& Behnoor wouW produce an alteration in hcB 
unwpfthy lover's behaviour, vrhich might favour 
bes views of esicidng: her refentment againfi 
him } and in this (he was not miftaken. 

Mu Morloy thought fit to be offended at the^ 
jiew plan of conduct m'^ BelmoMr had laid 
i&ma fcv berfeifji and complai/iod of k at fir(fc 
with, tfaa^ mixture of haughtinefs ai^ fubmi& 
fioo which a man^. who k fure he is beloved^ 
thinks he has a ri^t to ufe i but, finding this had 
mot the effisahe defired, he hiid recourfe to a per- 
ibnated indifierence,^ in osder to alarm her witk 
ibc fear of? hfing^him. 

Henrktta^ whtwi ihe acquainted with everjc 
diangp in his behaviour, told her that this wai 
t)io time ta humble her imperious loven ^^ You 
M muft either give him laws, madam (faid {he> 
¥<abt conteatedto receive them of him : hia 
** aim was to degrade your to a inift^^ i be wilt 
^ love you, you fee, upon no other leondittoo/' 

<< I fee it ! I Ibe it plainly !'^ interrupted mifa- 

Belmour> butfiing into tears i, ^* where is now* 

I 4 « thar 
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** that aweful love he profefied for me, when a 
^* look, a fmile, was a fulHcient reward for all 
«« his fufFerings ! — Dear Henrietta, tell me what 
*< I fhall do to (hew him how much I hate and 
•*defpifehim." 

'* Avoids htm, madam, as much as poffible,'* 
replied Henrietta. «^ When you happen to meet 
♦* him in company, fuffer him not to fpeak to 
'• you apart, and receive no letters from him j 
** perfift in this condud, and you will convince 
** him that you are refolvcd not to purchafe the 
** continuance of his aire(Slion by the fiicrificer 
*' of your honour. If he is capable of a iincere 
^< and generous paffion, he will efteem and re- 
•* verence that virtue which oppofes his defires ^ 
** and his efteem will ftrengthen his love.** 

"Yes," cried mifs Belmour, «^he (hall find 
*^ that he is not fo fure of me as he has the pre- 
«' fumption to imagine. I will tell him fo my- 
** felf, and fee him again, but it (hall be only to 
«* declare that I will never fee him more — Givd 
<< me pen and ink, my dear Henrietta : I will 
«< appoint him a meeting at lady D— — *s thfs 
** evening ; and while the company is engaged 
** at cards, I fhall have an opportunity to tell bint 
<< the refolution I have formed, and doubt tioi 
*' but I will fpeak to him in the fcvereft tcmn 

« my 
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«< my refentment can fuggeft : he ihall know, 
^ to his confufion, that I am in carneft/' 

<< Indeed, madam/V faid Henrietta^ ^< that ir 
<< not the way to periiiade him that you are ixT 
^' earneft j let your adions fpeak for you ; Ihuii 
**. him carefully, and then he muft be coitvijKe^ 
^ that you do not feign.** 

<< I have thought of a way to torment hirn^^ 
faid mifs Belmour, after a little paufe ; ^* I wilt 
" go to Paris. Laft year fome ladies of . my 
<^ acquaintance propofed to me to go there with 
^^ them, and I had alnlofl confented; but the 
** wretch, who braves me fo infdlently now,* 
^ declared then that he could not fupport my 
^ abfence^ and feemed fb overwhelmed with 
<* grief that I put off my journey for that time :^ 
•* but now were he to offer to flab hfmfclf at 
•* my feet, it fliould notalCer my purpoft. T 
^ Will write to hfm this ihd6ieiit,^ahd let hioi 
•• Jcnow my dcfign.** * • . 

' ** Let me intreat you, madam,** faid Hen- 
rietta, •* not to do that ; go firft, and write to , 
♦* him afterwards — And yet I could recora- 
•* mend a better way of punifliing.thJs infolerit 
•« lover.* ' ' ' ' ;' 

« Tell me what hptter way/' cried mils B9I- 
inour, eagerly; * 
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^U k to lin^rtfy itiaAlf^,^ i^i^ Htn- 
rietta; ^^dnifr one of tiout cib^d of lorerr 
«< who addre& yov,' biifti whom fon thmk iifMt 
^ deferving. Mmiage will feeure y&» pitae, 
^ yblir hmoar,. amrf fepcrfatioir^ amd dKafiuail^ 
<« pwftifli Ihe nttury wfaonhaAe fh< fsrr^ of alf 
«« diefe, the nccellary cbnikfon of Mi lo^« for 
«yott." 

Tim obedient was not at all approve of hf 
mife fielmour* She decltred flic heud tbe^^ 
whole fex for Mr, Morky's fake ; and Henri- 
etta had no difficulty to believe her^ howeveiv 
&e prevailed with her to promife that (he woulik 
Iceep her intended journey fecret tiU (he wat^ 
jiift ready lo depart> that it noight not fteinr a» 
if ihe meant only to alarm h^ r defignirig lover/ 
Thi^-promiie ihe obferved lb ill, that fiie de^ 
cjared that very day at lady D-^^— ^^s her iAten*» 
tion to fpend^ a few months in Paris. M''^^ 
Morley, who vras there^ and who fttU kept up 
his afliimed indiffisrence, inftead of endeavour- 
in;g to alter her purpofe, as (he expelled, coldly 
congratulated her oh the pleafures (he would 
enjoy in that enchanting metropolis. Mifi BeU 
moor came home ready to burft with rage and, 
diiappointment. 

' ♦« I knew ho\n^ it would be madam,*' faid 

Hemietta^ ** if you talked of your dcflgn. Mr. 

4 : •^Morle^ 
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^ MoAey thtxib he ifees tkioogh^thc aur^e 0I 
^ it ; all you cMi do now »^ to hifieirjoiif da«- 

^^ I am rdblvecl m Cet out to-ntiomn¥ tnora*-^ 
*^ ingf"' ^^id RiUs Belmour. ^^No matter fbr^ 
^ preparations 1 pack up a few noceflaries to* 
^ take with' ua in the coach,^ and teave direc- 
^ tiona for my tninb to be fent after. Whert^ 
«wc come to Dover, iftbere is not a packet- 
«f boat ready to faiJ» Pit hire one at any price z 
^ Ifiiall not be at reft till I have convincecl 
^'this max? I am really deteimined to avoicS 
•« him-" 

Henrietta kept up thisr fpirii r anii' after flue- 
bad given propter dire&ions to the houfekeeper,. 
and font orders for the coach to be ready earl/ 
in the morning, ibe bufied herfelf in packing 
Ujp, her lady aiUfting, in* a violent flutter 06 
foitits, and^wiihing impatiently for the hour of/ 
departure. 

Our £ur heroine kid (bme e^Sion^ tCM 
tsdcing thb journey berfelf, but her concern for 
mi£i Belmour over-ruled them all. She was 
not willing to leave unfini(hed the good work 
fht had b^n } and (he was apprehenflve thar,. 
if the ypuig )adjr w^ left to the guidance of 
iltr own paffions^ this fudde^i fally of refent* 
I 6^ menti 
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ment would end in a rtconciliatioa fatal to her 
virtue. 

She would have been glad to iee the countelb 
before ihe wentp but there was no time fof 
this vifit; therefore (he contented herfelf with 
writing to that lady, and to her friei^d Mrs. 
Willis. The counte(s received the news of 
t^is journey with great pleafure, becaufe flie^ 
hoped that abfence would efFeduafly cure her 
ibn*s pafiiou for Henrietta^ the confequences of 
which fhe was ftill apprehenfive of« notwithftand* 
ing he had (hewn an extraordinary prudence iu 
the condud of it. ^ 

But Mrs. Willis was very uneafy^- Jeft any 
thing (hould happen that might .make her re- 
pent the removing herfelf thus from all her 
friends, and putting herfelf entirely in the 
power of a ftranger. Had there been time for 
it, (he would have endeavoured to difiiiade 
Henrietta from going ; but, recoUeding that 
Mr. Damer viras in France, and that they might 
poffibly meet, (he refolved to write to the old 
gentleman, and give him a full account of 
every thing relating to the iituation of his fair 
perfecuted ward, not even omitting his. fon*s 
doubtful behaviour with regard to her; for (he 
knew, that if they met^ Henrietta would be 

filent 
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fient upon that article, and ytt it wa« hcceffiwy 
be fliould l^ovi^ ity that he might be convinced 
her misfortunes were chiefly owing to his fon'» 
treachery ; aad tUs ^onlideratioii fte hofci 
would produce ibmething to her advantage^ 



HENf 
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BOOK THE FrFTH. 

/ 

CHAP. L 

ConUnns an adventure^ in xuhiA our heroi^i is 
mart than ordinarify inUr^id* 

£v ow mcait ttmCy oor rair ujiveiieiS) jncfT 
ing regulated their affairs in. the beftnnan* 
fier the extreme hurry they were in would* 
admit* fet out for Dover in mifs Belpiour'ik 
coach. That young lady, flill agitated with 
the violence of her refentment» which Hienrietta 
took care fliould not abate» and elated with the 
hope of reducing her lover to defpair, by thusi 
Jeavkighim, thought the horfes went too flow 
for her impatience. She wiihed for wings to- 
convey her at once far from him, and declared^. 
that fihe never defired to fee him more; yet 
Henrietta obferved that flic frequently look^, 
out of the windows with an air of anxious ex- 

pedation^ 
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peftatlon, and' wouti fig|h when (he drew in her 
head dgalYT, ^ If Are h^ been difappoinitd--' 
Douhtlcfi Ike hdd cimceived hopes (hat her 
Ibver wbutd fblldv^ heri^ ^ confideriifg; thb 
flegfea a» i nev^ pt66t ef hi ^ tndifer^nee, ie" 
il*dottt>ted bel: fi^e, and (trengthened a reiblu-. 
ttdfi in wbSdi x^fdn And virtue had very little^' 
Ithare. . - 

This thought gav6 ^nrielta extreme concern: 
her tdtivtrfioti promifed no great permanency^ 
i!nce it wasr foanded ch Itidi ihodvesi bnt itt 
file could novr do was to manage her paffions,' 
tbi Ale lime mf mt yet totttiy^ ta tbuth her 
k(^art l|y ferttftnenfc of pwty atidtii^ue: 

Ohth^if aftiviKlatDtevCf, they Touiid fhe Ca- 
his packet-boat ready td fail. Mifs Bclmour^ 
who WCidd fain have lingered at Dover a day,, 
was n6t much pteafed witti this circumfiance, but 
het ptiAc was concerned not to betray any irre*. 
iblutlon ; accordingly fbe embarked with a tote*, 
rable good grace ; and the wkd continuing fair^ 
they foon landed at Calais. 

Mi^ Bdmour having made the journey be-* 
fbre, was under no.embarraffineBt how to con-« 
du^ herfelf. $he prooecfded to the inn ibo 
had formerly t>'een at ; and having, hirtd • a 
poft-chatfe for berielf and Henrietta, and a borfe 

• for 
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for her fervant, fhe fet out immediately after 

dinner, and rca^phed Boulogne that evening. . 

. As the chaife flopped at the inn they put up 

at, two gentlemen alighted at the fame, time ;. 

one of whom hearing they were Englifli ladies 

advanced, and refpe£lfully offered them his. 

band to help them put* A^sBelmour, pleafed 

with the graceful' appearance ot this ftranger^ 

politely accepted his afliftance, which he likewife 

tendered to Henrietta, whofe charms, at the^ 

firft glance, made a powerful impreffion on his 

heart, \ 

I His eyes told her this fo ii^elligibly, ^that ih^ 

was under iome confiy£oR} yet file found in 

herielf a kind of fatisfadion at the attention with 

which he gazed on her, and was now for dio 

ffrft time fenfible to the pleafure of charming : 

but, accufiomed to watch carefully over the 

motions of her owii inind, (he checked this ri£> 

i'ng vanify ; aad a little aihamed of the folly (he^ 

difcovered in faerfelf, Ihe haftily withdrew her 

hand, which he ftill held, as not being mafter 

enough of himfclf to part with it, though Ihe 

was already oat of the chaife j and thanking 

bim by a graceful courtcfy for his civility, 'the 

followed mifi Belmpur into the rooni the ian^ 

tady had conduced berto» ' 
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The young . gentleman fiood gazing after hei 
as long as {he was in fight; then turning to 
bis friend, who Was giving fomck orders to their 
footmen, 
: ** Oh, Charles !'* cried he, with a look half 
icHous, half gay, . ^< my fatal hour is come." 
• "What! I'll warrant you," faid the other, 
^^ you are ihot through the heart with the* 
^' glances of the younger of ^thofe ladio i I ob« 
^* ferved how you gazed on her.'* 

^' Is (he not a charming creature ?" exclaimed 
the firft ; *< what features ! what a complex* 
^ ion I what elegance in her whole form ! — ^I 
^ am fure ihe has wit ; I faw her foul in her 
«« eyes.*' 

*' Faith ! I am half concerned for you," in* 
teirupted Charles, with an affefied ienoufnefs t 
<< this will be an unfortuiiate encounter,. I am 
*Vafraid.*' 

. << Can we not think of fome method to in- 
<« troduce ourfeives^ to them ?" cried the other, 
without minding what he had faid : f ^ I Ihall: 
«* not reft till I find out who they are.'* 

" What will it ^fignify to you to know," 
replied Charles: << they are going to Paris, and 
'*' we to London." . . 

" Why aye, that is true," faid the dtfaer> 
<<we Ihall go different ways in the mornings 
V w and 
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* and jftt*-*what think you, my dear Charles, 
^ of going back to Paris for a few thys, and' 
«• wc fball have an opportunity of efcorting^ 
•* thcfe fair Uavellers ?—— Cornell t wtU bebut»^ 
^ froltck, and I koovr you are^ no enemy t9 
<• them.*' 

« I don'^ late tWs frolkb;'^ repU<;d Charltt ? 
^« k has too feriotts anair : fare yo» arc fttangely 
^charmed with thb girl— — Juft upon the poinf 
** of feeing your fiifhcr and your faini)y» after 
«< a long abfence) and ^ fiiddenly to rafoltre 
^ upon^ {Mxy|rad&ig your SsKf from thtm-r-^' 
*<doirthalfliiBeitIcoafc«i and this onecy my* 

«<Oh, fir, you are grave !•' replied hi»^* 
fliip, if Ifttte ftUenlf, "you Hive a^ iiiiftd to 
<<e9ifeit die |«o¥eniertoo$ bu^l^ me tril yoll» 
«»ti)at>t ooiiifidering A« e<^aliiy of our yeara 
«< aiKi the terms we have hitherto Uved^ ugcn,. 
^^ diiawWboBriis Y0rf uafeaifimible;'' 

The young lord;, having faki tfiis? wttiL finnr 
cmolicii^ haftily entered the houfe ^ aad caOsi^^ 
to the inn-koeper to fliew him^ a« 000m, woie* 
away, withoul taking any forthet notice, of Us 
govcri^or^ who ftood mufing fee &ma titae: 
after he was gone> and then foUmoivhitt witi^ ^ 
» intention to \mi% hiniy' ii poffiUe^ ta 

ngjyQtt. 
- r - ^ UpMk 
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UpoD bis emering the room^ he found his 
pupil leaoing on a table, with a dtfcontented 
air. He juft raifed his head to fee who it was 
ttiat caime in ; and hnmediatdf/ rcfiitned his 
former pofture^ witboat fpeaking a word* 

The govern6r looked' at hhn a oiotnent' in 
filence ; at lafty 

^ Thif penihreheis (faid he) and tfaisoai/fe- 
^lefi riffeacaieat;' are they not ftrong argu« 
^ ments agamft mycomidying widi yovr pfo- 
^< pofai i The itxqpreffion this- girt luis made on 
4< yMr heart aiittfl' .n«dd^ te ver^ great, finte^ it 
<< can make ycm ^e^ ftipgah Aat MAidihipl 
^ywbavetowarf?lbi:n«^sMk»wUef^ placed 
^ ib much haippiirefa.'* 

^ irisfooi not I^^hb IMMMi^ha^ibrgor mur 
<« Muittid fri«Ad&itM' it^feid thd^^yoong noUe- 
nan, mdted atthoftf I«ftw6rds : <<" Why didycm^ 
^ my dear Ghairk«^ idtt tlhit beloved fiiend andT 
^ companion' ift tStt^ adtefe govtmor 7 is not thia' 
«< flrange afFeaatiM !'^ 

«« IiidMi) n»y lord^^ itplied tbe governor, 
•< I ihouhi be ufiworihjf^tht title 6f your frielid^^ 
•« if I was not attfentive t& your ititcreffi" ' ^ 

«< Was there ever any tWng fe abfurd/* mttr- 
fupted his loidfliip, <« to make a feriourafikir o^ 
«« a litde idle ^uridety r 

«Don*« 
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*« Don't you make a ferious zShar of it,*' re- 
plied the governor, /' and I ihall be con- 
« tented/* 

f^ Well, then, you confent to go back to 
^* Paris wkb me,'* faid the piipiU 

* « If you are refolded to go," anfwered the 
governor, ** to be fure I will go with you." 

^^ Now you are my friend again," laid the 
young lord, hugging him : ^ I promife you, I 
*f will not ftay long in Parts j but we muft be 
** Freeman aod Melvil once more, my dear 
** Charles — Ah, how muij pleafi»fU adventures 
*^ have we bad under thofe names I" 

/< If this proves of no greater confequence,^^ 
refumed the young governor^ '* I fliall not r&* 
*^ gret comi!^ into your fcheme ; but I confefs 
<< I am alarmed at your eagernefii to follow this-' 
*< young woman. She feems tohavjb.ihade no 
^ flight impreffion on yo^r hc^art : there is dan* 
<*gerin thefefort of attachmentK;. hbwdoyoii 
^* know how far this may lead you i^ 

.<^What ftrange notions haveieptered your 
<< head !" iaid the young nobl^^man ; ^Mt 19 
^* hardly worth while to make a ferious anfwjer 
** to diem : but this you may depend upon, that 
<* I never will follow my inclinations in oppofi- 
'< tion to the duty I owe my father. And now^ 
** what do you think will become of this 

** dan- 
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** dangerous attachment? but (added he, fmiling) , 
•** we muft make bur fellow-travellers a vifit; 
-** thefe inns arc charming places for fliortening 
^* the ceremonies of- ar firft intro^uSion/* He 
rang the bell, without waiting for his friend's 
anfwer, and, one of his fen^ants appearing, he 
ordered him to prefentJVIn Freeman's and his 
compliments to the two Englifh ladies, with a 
requeft that they would permit them to wait 
upon them. 

Henrietta felt her heart flutter at this meflage ; 
.y€t her natural referve made her wifli mifs Bel- 

mour would decline the vifit of thefe young gen- 
.tlemen. However, that lady returned a civil an- 

fwer, and permiifion for them to come. 

Henrietta^ fenfible of an agitation which flie 

had never known before, would have chofeh 

not to have (hared this vifit ; but it was not poT* 

- fible to avoid it : mifs Belmour had obliged her 

to throw olF the chara£l^r of a fervant, and ^o 

live with her upon the 'footing of a friend 

and companion ; to which Henrietta was in- 

tduced to cpnfeiit, by the hope ihe had^ that 

ithia familiarity woidd /umtfh her with €^>por- 

. tunities to guard . her uhha^^py iiiifire& agaioft 

c^te; evils into which her blind paffioa was hurry^ 

tngher^ 

To 
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To this mark of confuleration aod dSeem 
Hu&Bplmour added a moft affectionate behalf 
viour, wbich entirely won die heart of l^e tender 
and. grateful Henrietta : for nothing fo much re- 
fembks triie friendflup, as dio& connexions 
which lovers /onn with perfbns whqm thejr ante 
Ike confidants of ih^ piffimi* 

Thus circumftancedf Henrietta was obliged 
to receive the compliments of Mr. Meivil and 
bis friend, as well as her lady, who, foon aftei« 
fell into a fit of mufing, that made it neceflaiy 
fer our fair heroine to keep up the conveirfi^ 
.tion with the two gentlemen, wbich ihe did 
• with that ^rightlinefs and vivacity fo natural to 
her. 

The graces of her w^, the eafy- elegance of 
her manneis, and the modeft dignity of her de« 
-portmicnt, formed new chains for the heart of 
Melvil. He looked on bis, friend with ane»> 
ttlting air : bis tyes challenged bis admiuticin 
of the.wom^n, vvhofc mqit juftilifd the ftoti* 
menu be entertain^ fprji^rf 

M fltiting^ Jic toU she Jadies, that, £iioe 
-lie ma gaing ito Faris, .as veU as. ^ley, be 
vlMiped Acy.avoaid jiUow inm she ^ealiiie -^ 
-ffcoidng Aemi ^usAilUith^moM KfpilmC'M$ 
jpurpcy entirely by thfucf* 

nes* 
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JEIetirietta, who well remembered to have 
leen thefe travellers taking tlie very contrarf 
route^ was a little forprifed at tbis ^daration ; 
but mifs Belmour, abforbed ia^l^er own sefleo 
tionSt was wholly ignorant of that cirCuni-» 
ftance ; and, confidering this ofier in no other 
light than that of general fK>Iiteiiefit ihe re* 
ceived it with her ufual complaifance. 

The youth and beauty of the two ladies 
made their apparent independent fituation a 
matter of curiofity to Mr. Freeman^ as well as 
^e profound melancholy in which one of ^m 
feemed buried. 

Melvil was little concerned in thefe enqtM- 
ries: all his thoughts were taken iip with 
the perfe£Hoas he found in her who had 
charmed htm s and he was much leis iblicitous 
to difcovcr who (he was, than bow to make 
.himfelf agreeable to ben He found Ibe was 
not married, by the other lady's giving hf^ 
the title of saifs when ihe fpoke to her i and 
be was pedeftly iatisfied with this knowledge. 
.Q>nicious x>f the aidor ^rith which be alrea% 
Jpved this fair ftraoger, .iie «as ^^fp^^^pJoEm 
fof awakeoifig the feais.of hi&Ai<QAd> bydweH-^ 
ing too long on her praifes; but.^enceiy^l 
die itefiaipMnyy. vAiich iFreeman cauid nH kelp 
.pmz IP ber m^ wA Mi^mw^ 

tianiF- 



y Google 



-i^a HENRIETTA. 

tranfporty as drew from hini ibme ferious ad- 
monitions, which he rallied off with a fprighdy 
air, and then changed the difcourfe to a Itis in- 
tcrefting fubjeft, 

C H AP. II. 

ffVicb Jhews that it is eafier to he wife for 
Bthers than ourfehei. 

''TpHOUGH mifi Bdmour's melancholy had 
hindered her from taking any great (hare 
■in the conv^rfation during this vifit, yet her 
mind was ftill free enough to obferve, that 
Henrietta had made an impreffion upon the 
heart of Mr. AJdvil. She congratulated her, , 
fmiling, upon her conqueft; nor did her rail- 
lery even fpare her : for Henrietta, who, for 
a full hour, had appeared animated with ah 
extraordinary vivacity, became all on ^ fuddeti 

•penfive and iilent. This change exadJly com- 
menced at the time Mr. Melvil went away j but 
ihe did not perceive it herfelf, and ftarted, «s 

*from a dream, when mtfs Bdmour reproacbiEd 
hcrwifhk. * * 

Concerned that flie had gt^en room for a 

^ttfpicion of this nature^ ito begao, as foon as 

ihe 
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ftie was alone, to examine her own heart : 
mi& Belmour had praifed the perfonal graces 
of Mr. Melvily and tt was but juftice to own» 
that he was eminently handfome ; but was (he 
weak enough to be dazxied with the beauty 
of a man ? No, certainly ; his countenance 
plea(ed her, becaufe it was a pidure of ht» 
mind ; candor, fweetnefs, benevolence, (hined 
in eveiy feature : the politencfs of his addrefs, 
his gentle manners, that air fo noble, yet fa 
peculiarly foft and engaging, his good fenfe^ 
and, above all, the jufinels and purity of hit 
fentiments, which flie had time enough to dif* 
cover during their converfation ; were not thefe 
qualities which a modeft young woman migh( 
cfteem ? and is love a necei&ry confequence oE 
efteeming one of that fex ? Mujfl' flie deny 
kerfelf the pleafiire of approving virtue and 
merit, for fear of loving it too much ? It wa» 
thus file argued, and fbon difpelled thofe doubts 
which mifs Belmour's raillery had r^fed in her 
mind. 

While Henrietta, under die notion of barely 
efteeming what was indeed truly worthy of 
cfteem, was infenfibly giving way to more 
tender fentiments, Mr. Melvil, who loved with 
air the teiidernefs and ardor of a firft pafHon> 
*s hij really was, burned with impatience 
'VoXhIL K f(y: 
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for the hour when they were to join the fair 
tiavellers : Freeman dire^d his attention tO; 
miis Beknour, which gave the young lover an^ 
opportunity of employing his whole care and^ 
affiduity about his c^iiftre^ who afcribed all ta 
bis natural poKtenefs, and remained in a per-; 
fcSt tran<}uility, as w^l with regard to his fen-i 
timents as . her own. Mifs Belmour's exped*: 
cnce, however^ foon let her into the fecret oC 
their hearts. Melvil's paffion was indeed ap- 
parent enoug^» notwithftanding the pains he 
was at to conceal it^ thro* fear of bis friend'a^ 
troublefome remonflrances ; but Henrietta'st 
tho' hid from herfelf, was open to mifi Bel- 
mour's difcerning eyes, and ihe exulted in tho^ 
difcovery« 

This rigid cenfurer of her conduct ; this in* 
flexibly virtuous maid, was entangled in the;; 
ihares of love. She perceived that Ihe herfelf 
was ignorant of her own dai^r, and ihe was 
refolved not to draw her out of this &]fe fecu- 
rity by any unfeafonable railleries : for, how- 
ever ufeful the AriSt principles of. Henrietta bad 
been to her, yet ihe could not bear die fupe- 
riority they gave her; and ihe rejoiced in the 
hope, that a paifion, perhaps as unfortunately 
placed as her own, would reduce hpr to aa 
equality with her. 

4 !tbck 
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Their journey now <lrew near a period : 

Melvil trembled at the thoughts of parting,; be 

iiad indeed laid the ibundation of an intimac/ 

with the two ladies, which would give him a 

t^ht to vifit them^ in Park ; but he had beea 

ufed to fee the obfedt of bis paffion continually^ 

from the firft moment of his acquaintance 

with her : and altho' they never feparated till 

(he eveaing, yet he thought the time amazingly 

long till they met again. How then would he 

be able to fupport an anfwer of two or three 

^ays, wbidi decorum would oblige him to 

make the interval of bis vifits i befides, (he 

was ftill ignorant of the ientiments fte had in* 

4>ired him widi. Hitherto he had never found 

an opportunity of fpealdng to her abne $ but i( 

one ihould offer, bo\y could he declare himfelf 

to a woman, for whom he felt as much refpe^l 

as love? yet one, wbofefaidjh be was igno* 

tant of, who feentied to bie in a dependent fitua* 

tionj whom be could not think of marrying^ 

and whom he durfl not wKh to^ feduce. 

The difficultiea be could not remove he 
endeavoured to banifli from his thoughts $ and^ 
«;}thout confidering what muft be the event of 
Ac paffion he ivas Aus indulging, be for the 
prefem confined all Ki« wiihes to the pleafure of . 
feeing hen ^ 

K a Mift 
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Mifi Belmour had often wondered that thii 
j^ung lover (hewed fo little foUcitude to make 
opportunities of fpeaking to his miftrefi in pri« 
v^te. She could not impute this behaviour to 
want of ardor; eveiy look he gave her was 
expreffive of the tendeme& his foul was filled 
with : it was then refped, it was awe, it was 
fear of oflFending, that laid him under this re« 
ftraint. How glorious this for Henrietta ! how 
humiliating for her, who had fcarce efcaped 
falling a facrifice> to the dUhonourable attempts 
of her lover ! Was fbe then le& capable of in- 
ipiring a refpeftful paffion than her woman? 
or did her charms ad more powerfully on the 
heart fhe had fubdued, than thofe of Henrietta i 
This queftion her felf-love eafily decided ; and» . 
from the fame fentiment, (he was perfuaded 
that Henrietta, with all her boafted virtue^ 
would defend herfelf as weakly againft tHe lovec 
her inclination^ declared for, as (he had done. 
Her prefent triumph, (he thought, was leis owe« 
ing to her own flrength than her lovei^s weak-* 
nefs, who had not yet made a formal attack 
upon her heart : curiofity to know what efFeA 
the declaration of bis pgffion would have, maA 
her refi>lve,to give him 9n opportunity of fpeak< 
ing to her in private. They were now within 
g day's journey of Paris* On their arrival at 

tb9 
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the houfe where they were to dine, Mr. Free- 
man, as ufual, went to give orders for their 
entertainment, and left Melvil with the two 
ladies. Mifi Belmour, pretending that (he had 
a mind for fome particular difb, ran after him, 
and Icept him in converfation, that he might not 
interrupt the lova-s, who being now for the firft 
time alone together, were both equally embar- 
rafled. 

Henrietta caft down her eyes, furprifed at 
the confufion in which flie found herfelf, and 
Chocked at the intelligence this new emotion 
gave her of the true ftate of her heart. Mr. 
Melvil approached her tremblings he could not 
refolve to lofe fo favourable an opportunity of 
declaring hi$ fentlments to her : but the natural 
goodneis and reditude of his mind fuggefting 
to him, that it was a kind of fraud to feek en- 
couragement of a pailion, the defign of which, 
he was not hhnfelf able to anfwer for, he re^ 
mained a few moments in fufpence. 

This fiience increafed Henrietta's cmbarraff- 
ment^ but fuddenly reflecting upon the advan- 
tage it gave Mr. Melvil over her, fhe turned 
her eyes towards him, with a look, in which 
(he endeavoured to throw as much indifference 
as poffible, but which^ nevertbelefs, had an 
unufual coldne& in it; fo that Melvil^ partly 
K 3 with- 
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Witb-held hy ht» extreme delicacy* and parUf 
by the awe which this £eve«e glance infptred hrn 
with, dropped, for thai time, all thoughts of 
'declaring his poffioa, and immediately entered 
into an incKfferent conveF&tion* 

Henrietta feemed as if relieved from a pain* 
ful load; ^her countenance refumed its former 
iweetBe&, and file talked to him with, her i^al 
vivacity^ yet miis Belmour, at her leturn, faw 
fcme remMnsof her late uneafineis in her eyes r 
;ihe ob&rved loo, tftat flie fpoke lefi to Mr. 
MelvU, tnd nioi>e to his friend dian fliedid be* 
fore; that ftio Omdwufiy zvoUkd the looks <tf 
the former ; and that her beiiavtour ta hkn was 
k& free and obliging than it ufed to be. Ail 
ihfs (he looked upon as the play of coquetry ; 
and in Mr. Mekrii's appelant mdancholy flie 
faw itB purpofe and efie^ 

B\A Henrietta taught by whait pafed in her 
<mn heart, during the few n^omei«te fte waa 
alone with Mr. Mekil, that ihe not onlycon^ 
fidered him as a lover, but a lover formida- 
ble by his engaging qualittes> refolved not to 
flrengthen her prepoileiBon in his farbur, by 
continuing to fee and coairerfe with him. Lord 
^B " ' " ' ^ s behaviour had given her no hig^ Idea, 
of the diAntereftednefs of men. She trembled 
at hex owrn impnidcaace»^ in fo £» foi^tting the 
. hiimbla 
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iHimble ^tion that Providence had placed her 
'4n, as to entertain fentimentfl of tendemefi for 
41 man, who, from the inequality there was be* 
Cween them, might think himfelf authorifed to 
form expe^tions injurious to her honour : tho' 
her weaknefi was fo lately known to herfelf, 
yea file fandcd it had been perceived by others 
before, and that even Mr. Melvil had difeovered 
«l3ie preference with which {he regarded him. 
'It was thb thought which made her fo fuddenly 
alter her behaviour ; but as indifference is, of 
all difpoficions of the mind, the hardeA to 
feign, Melvil imputed the apparent conftraint 
*in her manner to fome diiguft he bad unhap- 
pily given her, and mifs Betmour to the artifice 
«f a coquets 

Henrietta, who was far from imagining ih^ 
*<iiN3^a£ttd her part, continued, during lYm 
^whole rime they were at dianer, to a^oid her 
slbvei^ looksy (p cairtftiHy^ tkas be had no oppov- 
*Cunity to make her comprehend by them, how. 
'^much be was concerned at her extraordinary 
coMoeis. However, flie could not, without 
• aSedation^ refufe him her hand when they left 
the inn ; but they followed Mr. Freeman and 
>mtfifielmour fo clofe, that it was not poffible 
,for him to ^ak to her without being over- 
heard i and he in vain fought her eye^ t they 
K 4 were 
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were always direSed another way. He fighe€ 
yNhen he helped her into the chaife ; and if (he 
had not turned her £ace from him that moment^ 
the blulh with which it was overfpread, would 
have fhewn him that ihe took but too much no- 
tice of that iigh. 

*^ You are melanchdy, Henrietta,** faid mi6 
Belmour, after looking at her in filence for a 
long time, attentive to the motions of her mind^ 
which might be eafily read in her. countef- 
nance. 

<^ Am I, madam ?" replied ihe> with a fiiji 
half fupprefled, and a gentle (inile. 

." Yes, indeed, are you," refame4 mifs Bel- 
mour, mimicking the languid accent in which 
ihe fpoke ; *< and I don't remember that I ever 
«' fa w you Co before." • 

^' And yet I have many caufes for mblan« 
<<choly, madam," replied Henrietta, wboib 
heart was full> and flie eagerly grafped at this 
opportunity to relieve herfelf by tears ; tears, 
which fhe fuppofed ihe gave to the remembrance 
of her misfortunes, without afking herfelf, why 
that remembrance was more poignant now. than 
before. 

. '« Ah ! Henrietta," faid mifs Belmour, fliaking 
her head, ^' your heart has undergone a great 
♦« change within thefe few days— You are Hi 

•Move, 
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^ love, my dear." ** Is it poffible, madana,*' 
cried Henrietta, hafiily> her fair face all crim* 
ibned over, *' that you have difcovered ?— 
** Do you think that— ^Then, to be fure, Mr. 

^* Melvil." She flopped abruptly, and caft 

xlown her eyes : die mention of tha( name feemed 
to lead her to a confcioufnefs, that (he had be- 

Jtrayed herfelf. 

' Mifs Belmour was afFedled with her beautiful 
fimplicity. *' Don*t be aihamed, my dear Hen- 
>< rietta,'* faid ihe, taking her hand, "tofpeak 
^* freely to me. From me, (added flie, fighing J 
*< you may be fure of indulgence/* 

•* No, madam» no,*' interrupted Henrietta, 
with great carneftnefs, "I would not fcek in- 
<^ dulgencc for my weaknefles : but 1 conjure 
^< you, madam," purfued (he, with tears that 
in fpite of her endeavours would ~ force their 
Veay, ** fuflfer me to return to that humble fta- 
^< tion, from which your partial kindnefs raifed 
** me — ^You have made me forget I was a fcr- 
*' vant— It does not become me to view with 
«< fenfibility the merit of perfons fo greatly above 
<< me. But you (hall find, madam, that I will 
<< fepair this error, and that my condud fhall be 
«« fuch as may render me not tmwortby your 

'" cftecm.'* 
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Notwitbftanding the delicate turn which H$i^ 
lietta gave to a decIaiation> whieh fliewed &• 
was deteraiined eacly t» conquer her pafficHi,* 
yet mt&Bdgdoarconfidered it asatriumpkover 
fter, who had not been capable of adiog witb 
equal prudence^ . 

. << It is happy for you ((aid ihe, coldly) that 
^^ you need no affiftance to help you to keep* 
^^ your paffions in fubjeSion i but I owe you^ 
^* too many obligations for the good cotinfel 
*^ you have given me,, to permit you to appeal 
^' in any other cbara£ter dian that of m]p 
« friend/' 

Henrietta's mind was in fo much agitation,, 
that (he did not take in the full fenfe of this sa^ 
fwer, but ftruck with the obliging purport of 
the laft words of it, ihe exprefled her gratitude 
in terms full of tendernefs and refpefi;. 

The fight of Paris drew them both out of » 
long filence, which had fucceeded a converfa- 
tion with which neither had been pleafed : Hen^ 
rietta, becaufe it had difcovered fo much weak«^ 
nefe on her fide ;. mifs Belmour, becaufe it had 
(hewn (b little. 

Their chaife^ as mi& Belmour had diseStd, 

ficpped at the houfe of her banker fai Paris. The 

two gentlemen were already at the fide of it : 

}Ar. Melvilj as if he was afraid Henrietta would 

refufc 
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teftHe htm her hand, feized it with trembling;* 
hafte ; and, as be led her into the houfe, ven^ 
tured to preft it with his lipa, unpercefved by 
any one clfe. Henrietta, imputing this bold- 
nefs to the discovery he had made of her fetir*' 
timents, pulled her band away haftily, giving 
-him a look at Iht fame time that exprefled her 
refentment; but all her anger could not pre- 
vent her from being afleflcd with the foft lan- 
gour that appeared in his face, and the fubmif- 
five manner in which he had yielded to the effbit 
ibe made to withdraw her hand* 

Mifs Belmonry at partings told tbern^ fhe 
hpped to fee tbeo) ^ain in a day or Iwo, when 
Ibe {hould be fettled. Her Pariftaii friend fopn 
•procured her convenient lodgings, and,, at her 
dsfire, recommended to her a Femme de Cham- 
bre^ iimong the otfa^sr fervants he provided her^ 
which Henrietta in vain oppofed ; but fixed in 
ber deiign to avoid Mr. Melvil, ibe took care to 
be feldom in the way when he came. 

Mi6' Belmouf blamed her for this ccmdufi'. 
*< You w^U make the man think you love him> 
** and are afraid of him (faid ibe) by %ii>g 
•*him." 

' ** If I Jovcd him^ madam,'' replied Hjen- 
aietta, Uii£biiig> ^ is it not prudence to avoid 
**biiar 

K 6 •*Wby^ 
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«<Why, I don't know/' faid mifi Belmonr^ 
** Mr. Mdvil certainly loves you 5 and, what** 
«< ever inequality there may be in your condt^^ 
^< tionS) yet love is a great leveller : he may 
.<« poffibly intend to marry you." 

^< It is not fit I ihould fuppofe he has any 
^< fuch defign, madam," refumed Henrietta^ 
*^ fince it is highly improbable ; and I will not 
«* expofe myfelf to the danger of being dc- 
(« ceived« I have fome-where read (added ihe» 
** fmiling) that in love flight' is vifioryj and 
•* this way at leaft I Ihall be fure to conquer.'* 

Mift 'Belmour, who knew how difficult it 
was to be in love and be wife, laughed at a re- 
; Jblution, which fhe did not think it would be. 
always in her power to maintain. Poor Henri- 
etta, who had fo artlefsly laid open her hearty 
was often expofed to the moft poignant railierji^ 
from her ; but at length (he was delivered from 
this kind of perfecution by a furprifing alteration 
in mifs Belmour herleif. 

This young lady, who had fled from her 
lover, rather with a hope of fiimulating his paf- 
fion than of fubduing her own, .(hough ibe en- 
deavcxired to impofe upon herfelf in believing 
the latter to be the true motive of her condud^ 
fell into a moft violent defpair, when flic found 

thatj, 
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that, far from following her, he did not eveit 
feek a reconciliation by wjiting to her. Sick 
of herfclf, the world, and tired of her. cxift- 
ence, (he miftook the agitations of a heart 
tortured by jealoufy, difappointment, and the 
pangs of flighted love, for the motions of grace, 
' and the genuine marks of repentance. She 
oegleded her drefs, took no pleafure in any 
amufement, avoided company, and fpent whole 
bouis in her clofet, where (he wept and prayed 
by turns. 

She told Henrietta, that the world and dii 
its pleafures were grown infipid to her; that 
her whole foul was filled with divine love ; and 
that the thoughts and exercifes of religion made 
up all her happinefs. She then paffionately re- 
gretted that there were no religious communi- 
ties among the proteftants, where a mind that 
was weaned from this fublunary world, and iill 
its vanities> might freely indulge its pious con« 
templations, and devote itielf entirely to Hea* 
ven. " Oh, how happy are the nuns !'' ihe 
exclaimed i ^< how I envy them ! Sure nothing 
*< can be more delightful, when perfons are 
*^ truly pious, than to live in a religious ibcietjr 
*^ excluded from^ all commerce with a world 
^< they muft certainly defpife. I think I ihould 
f< be perfectly contented if I v^as in a doifter/' 

Kent 
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Henrfotta congrattdated her tipon her new 
fentimentV, but endeavoured to prove that there 
was more merit ki paffing through life with Iil- 
fiocenee, and in rightly performing alt its duties^ 
than in flying to the gloomy folitude of a cIoi« . 
fter, where virtue is fecurcd by bdts and bars, 
and the exercifbs of religion performed as ^ 
penanee. She recommended to her the ftudy 
of the fcrtptures, and put fome praftical trea* 
tifes of religion written by the beft authors, into 
her hands : but the zeal of this new convert wa» 
fb darning, that nothing would ferve |ier but a 
total retirement from the world $ and ihe made 
Ach frequent viiits to a convent, where a friend 
of her's had lately taken the veil, that Henri- 
etta was apprehenfive the nuns would difcover 
the true ftate of her mind, and take advantage 
of her paffions to pervert her principles, and fe- 
cure her to themfelves. 

While tbefe whims poffeiTed.her, (he was fo 
^acceffible to all vifiters, that Mr. Melvil could 
with difficulty get admittance. Freeman faw 
the progre6 of his paffion with great uneafineis^ 
and, finding that he could not be prevailed upon 
to leave Paris, refolvcd to write to his father, 
•snd give him a hint of the dangerous attach- 
ment his fon had formed, thit he might fend 

him 
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1»m a peremptory command to return to Eng* 
land; but before -lie could execute this de%T» 
Melvil, to his great furprtfe» toild him» that he 
would leave Paris m two days. The poor youth 
cxpe(!)ed his friend would have exprefled fome 
joy at this news ; and being difappointed at hik 
receiving wkh uidifference what had coft him fi> 
many pangs to refolve upon> 

** You make me no compliments,*' laid he^ 
with a tender fmile, ^< upon the conqueft I 
^ have gained over my inclinations : do you 
*< think I can banifh myfelf from mifs Benfon 
♦* without concern ?*' 

^ I am fure I cannot hear you fpeak in thi» 
f* mnniier without concern," replied Freeman*. 
*^ Is it fit for a young man of your rank tQf 
^^ entertain a ferious liking for a woman^ to^ 
^. whofe birth and charader you arc aa abfolute^ 
wftraqgerr 

*« There ie not a man in the world," refumett 
Melvil, eagerly, *^ who need to Uu(h for bv* 
^< ing mifs Benfon ; her perfon,' beautiful as it 
<^ is, is the leaft of her charms ; that mingled 
<^ fweetnefs and dignity in her manners, that 
^ graceful modefty which diftinguiflves every 
/* word and a£lion of her's, exalt tor above all 
^ die women I have ever jfecn. You have 

^ beard 
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*^ heard her talk, and you could not help own* 

^< jflg that you thought her very fendble." 

<« Well, but what is all this to the purpofe ?" 
interrupted Freeman, " what fignifies attri- 
^^ buting fuch goddefi-like ^perfe^ions to an ob* 
<« fcurc girl, whom, if you were at liberty to 
«^ difpofe of yourfelf, you would not, I fuppofe, 
<« be fomad as to marry : your fortune enables 
<« you to make other propofals, lels unworthy 
^f of yourfelf, though advantageous enough for a 
«* young woman in her dependent fituation j own 
<* freely then that this is your intention.'* 

« May I perifli," replied Melvil, with fome ^ 
emotion, " if I would degrade fuch excellence 
« to a miftrefs J but if I were capable of fuch a 
•< defign, her virtue, I am fure, is incorruptible* 
<« Have you not obfervcd with what care flie 
« Ihuns me ? She khows I love her 5 but Ihe 
«* knows not with what purity 1 love her; and^ 
« confcious of her fituation, Ihe is afraid I fliould 
« take advantage of it to declare myfelf m a 
^ manner that would wound her delicacy.— 
«• Charming creature, I love her I I adore her !— 
«« Indeed, my dear Freeman, it is time to be 



*< gone " 



*« I fee it plainly,*' replied Freeman, " you 

•< are grown quite romantic We will fet out 

« to-morrow, if you pleafe 5 for, with the ftrangc 

«« notions 
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^' notions you have entertained, I think: you 
<* ought not to truftyourfelf here any longer/' 

The lover confented with a figh ; but at the 
fame time put his friend in mind, that civility 
oUiged them to go and take leave of the ladies. 
Freeman could not reaibnably oppofe his mak« 
ing this vidt ; and, after he had given proper 
diredlions to the fcrvants for their journey the 
next day, he accompanied him tp miis Belmoui^l 
lodgings. 



c H A ?. m 

|fo V/bUb mifi Belmur affs the part of a tru^ 
femaU fritncU 

*TpHEY found the two ladies together! 
Henrietta could not, without aflFefiationy 
avoid her lover that day, as ihe was in the room 
when he came in ; and he, who had not been So 
fortunate for feveral days before, found fo much 
delight in looking at her and hearing her fpeak^ 
that he forgot he came to pay a farewel vifit^ 
which Mr. Freeman obferving, took care to 
mention their d^fign of leaving Paris the next 
dajr. 

Mdvirs 
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Melvil's gttiety was immediately over-caff, 
Ilenrietta turned pale, Freeman was attentive to 
•his friends emotions^ and only mifi Belmour 
had freedom of mind enough' left to fpeak. She 
Aid fome civil things upon the occafion, which 
Freeman anfwered ; for Melvil continued iilent,. 
with his eyes fixed upon Henrietta^ who had 
bent her's towards the ground : confcious of the 
Ciqotion with which ihe had heard the news of 
their intend^ departure, {he durft not look up, 
left the perfon, from whom fhe was moft felici- 
tous to hide her concern, Ihould read it too plain) j 
in her countenance. 

Recovering herfcif at length, upon mi6 Bel- 
Biour's taking occafion to thank them anew for 
the civilities Ae h^d received from them during 
their journey from Calais, (he added a few words 
to her compliment ; but, in doing ib, her eyea 
iUghtly glaaced over* Mf » Mel>«U> and dke^^ 
their loob fiill upon his friend. 

The coflverfiuion was dull enough during tw^ 
horns thu, they ftayed ^ and Freeman* perceiving 
the young gentlemanr wanted refolution to put 
an end to the vifu, rofe up firft, Mr. Melvil did 
fo likewiie, though with apparent reluAance; 
and having &luted mift Belmour, apjproached 
Henrietta, trembling. She turned pale and red 
fuccei&velys a foft figh fiole from her. MelvU 
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was in too much emotton to obftrvv herV : he 
. ialuted her with an air of folemn tefpc& ; but» 
as fh« retired a flep back» a fudden impulfe, 
which he could hot refift, made him take her 
hand ; he preffed it to his lips with paffionate 
tenderness, and, fighing, quitted the room with 
the utmoft precipitation* 

Henrietta's eyes overflowed ; (he made hafte to 
wipe tbem^before mifs Belmcoir, who attended the 
gentlemen as far as the door of her smtft-chamber^ 
returned. 

<< Ah ! my poor Henrietta,!* fiud that young 
lady, who perceived ibe had been weeping, '< I 
*^ pity you— What fordid wretches are thefe men ! 
<' Melvil loves you, aCd yet he is able to leave 
^ you; nay, I am perfuaded he has difcovered 
*^ your tendernefs for him — What monfbous ii^ 
*^ gratitude ! you ought to hate him, my dear.'* 

^* You bid me bate him, Biadam,^ rtpiiei 
Henrietta,; fmiliog, ^^yet % every thing thaC- 
*< can conJBrm me ui a favourable opinion of hinn 
*^ If be loves me, and has feen any weaknefs in 
*^ me, he gives the heft proof of his love in not 
^< feeking to take advantage of that weaknefs.** 

Miis Belmour, who thought this a ftrange way 
of reafoning, anfwered no otherwsfe than by a 
fignificant fmile,' which feemed to fay fbe was re- 
folKd to juftiiy him at any rate i^ ivhileHen- 

ricttt. 
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rietta, finding in her lover's behaviour a delicacjr 
which tigreeably flattered her efteem of him, che- 
ri£bed his remembrance with a tender grief, and 
perhaps, for the firft time, repined at her un- 
happy fortune, which had placed fuch a diilance 
between them. 

As foon as the two gentlemen had left theif 
lodgings, Melvil, who found hlmfelf veiy 
low-fpirited, .propofed to his friend to fpend 
the evening at a noted Hotel, with fome 
young Engliflimen of fafhion, who were newly 
Arrived: Freeman confented $ but obferved with 
uneafineis, that his pupil, who till then bad 
been remarkably abllemious, pufhed idx>ut thi 
bottle with great velocity, and could jiot be per-* 
fuaded to go home till the night was far jad« 
vanced. 

Mr. Freeman faw him in bed, and then retired 
dto his own chamber, full of appreheniions left 
A\b fudden intemperance &ould have any bad 
effe£t on his health. As foon as it was light, he 
. went to his bed-fide, and found him with all the 
iymptoms of a feverifh diforder upon him, to 
which the agitations of bis mind had contributed 
more perhaps than the liquor of which he had 
drank fo fi^eely. 

All thoughts of their journey were now laid 
afide ^ phyficians wexQ fent for, who pronounced 

that 
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tbat he was dangeroufly ill : Freeman^ full of 
anxiety, fat clofeto his bed, holding one of bis 
burning hands tenderly prcflcd between his. He 
heard him figh frequently, and from thence took 
occafion \o a(k him, if^ny fecret uneafinefs oc-^ 
cafioned his indifpofition ? 

The young gentleman attributed his illnefs 
entirely to the excefs he had been guilty of the 
night before ; but his fever inereafing, he grew 
delirious, and then the name of mifs Benfon was 
continually in his. mouth. 

Freeman, judging by thefe ravings of the deep, 
impreflion this young woman had made on the 
heart of his pupil, blamed himfelf for Co obfli?*/ 
nately oppoftng his paffion, and^ judging from 
Henrietta's fituation that^lhe would not refufe to 
lifien to fucfa propofals as his fortune enabled hinf 
to make her, he refolved to attempt fomething 
in his friend's favour. 

His curioftty having led him to make fome en- 
quiries concerning mifs Belmour of feveral per- 
ibns that had lately arrived from England, he 
found (he had but a doubtful charader ; her con« 
nexions with Mr. Morley having e^pofed her to 
great cenfure : of her companipn he could karn 
nothing; but, concluding from the friendfbip 
^^ere appeared to be between them, that fhe was 
to confidant in this amour, he flattered bim^ 
z . fell 
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ieif diat (he wouU not be a Ttry difficult ccm* 
queft. 

He Ihut his eyes upon all that was wrong in 
this proceeding ; and, confidering nothing but 
the intereft of bis friend^^ for whom he had the 
moft paffionate concern^ he thought it l^b dan* 
gerous to give him a mtftrefs, than to truft faioi 
to die fantaftic power of his paffion, which might 
hurry him on to a clandefiine marriage* 

The young gentleman was in a few days en» 
tirely out of danger from the fever ; but his fighs^ 
and the penfive air of his countenance, fhewed 
that his mind was not at eafe. 

«« If you were able to go abroad" faid Free- 
man to hiin, *< we would vifit our Engliih ladies 
*« once more before we leave Paris. They ima- 
^^ gtne we ^are in London by this time^ and will 
«' be firangely furprifed to fee us again." 

*' Then they do not know 1 have been ill/* 
replied Mr. MelviL 

*< Not yet,^' iaid Freeman ; but if you wifli 
«< they fhould know, I w91 wpiton them this a&» 
*< ternoon, and tell them what has kept us m 
^ Paris fo much longer than we intended.'^ 

MelvU affefM to- receive this f ropofid with 
indiffisrence; hut his friend obferved, that he 
was more chearful than befiare, and doubted not 
but he expeded the news of his iilnefi woM 
iiavefom«efie(5lmHenrietta» tU 
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He went at the ufual hour, and was immedH 
^ely admitted : ** you are in Paris ftill, then ?'V 
exclaimed mifs Belmour, in a joyful accent, at* 
foon as Freeman entered her apartment, *< I am 
^-exceffively glad of it, I hope your agreeable 
•* friend is with you/* 

Freeman, a little difappointed at not feeing 
Henrietta with her, anfwered coldly, that Mr; 
Melvil had been indifpofed, which obliged them 
to delay their journey. 

" I ifancy,*' laid mifs Belmour, with an arch 
leer, ** that the air of Paris is mighty neceflary 
«' for your friend at this time; you are in the 
*« wrong to hurry him away." 

*' You have a great deal of penetration, ma- 
*< dam,'* replied Mr. Freeman, fmiling, ** you 
«* have guefled the caufe of his illnefs, I believe." 
<« I believe I have,'* rcfumed mils Belmour, 
** and perhaps I could tell him fomething that 
'^* might contribute to forward his recovery." 

Freeman began now to think his fcheme was 
in a hopeful way. *' To be fincere with you, 
^^ madam," faid he, with a graver look and 
accent, <* Mr. Melvil is defperately in love with 
** mifs Benfon." 

** Poor man !'* cried mifi Belmour, laughing, 
^ he is to be pitted, truly, for mifs Benfon is moft 
** defperately in love with him likewiie*" 

?« Hoip 
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<< How happy would this news make him I**. 
•exclaimed Freeman. ^^ Am I, madam, at iibert/ 
•<to tell him?'' 

*« Certainly ,'* replied mlfi Belmour, ««Itold 
<< you for that purpofe; and now what do yoa 
«• think of my franknefi?'' 

«* I adore you for it, madam,** faid Freeman^ 
taking her hand, which (encouraged by ^er be- 
haviour) he kiffed with great liberty. " Ah !'* 
purfued he, looking at her tenderly, ^< what 
^< additional charms does kindned give to - 
<« beauty !" 

<< I hear mi(s Benfon on the fiairs,'* faid mifs 
Belmour, withdrawing her hand ; *« I will give 
^* you an opportunity to plead your friend's 
^ caufe : remember what I have told you, and 
<< don't be difcouraged by a little afFedation.** 

She ftopped upon Henrietta's entrance, who 
fiarted at the fight of Mr. Freeman, and im- 
mediately after her fair face was covered with 
Uuflies. 

^< You fee we have not loft our good friends 
^* yet," faid mifs Belmour, Henrietta only 
. fmiled, " I muft defire you, my dear," purfued 
that young lady, ^< to entertain MrV Freeman ; 
*^I ordered fome trades-people to attend me 
♦« about this timp.** 

She 
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'She hurried oat of the room when (he had 
&id this, not without fome confiifion for the 
part (he had a£ted ; to account for which, it^ is 
ncceflary the reader (hould know that the mind 
"of this young lady had undergone another revo- 
lution, within the few days of Mr, Melvil*s 
fllnefe, 

A letter from her lover, filled with tender 
complaints, and new affiiranccs of everlafting 
iidelity, had baniflied all thoughts of devotion 
«nd a convent* She had anfwered it immedi- 
ately without communicating it to Henrietta ; 
her traniport at finding herfelf ftill beloved, and 
the fear pf diigtifting him hy any new coldnefs^ 
hurried ho: on to the moft fatal refolutions. Sb^ 
invited him to come to Paris to her ; and, not 
<doubting but be would inftantiy obey her fum- 
mons, (he was now. only folicitou$ how to re- 
concile Henrietta to, her condudl, and oblige Her 
to keep her fecret. 

The unexpefled news of Mr. Melvil's being 
ftill in Paris, and Mr. Freeman's acknowledg- 
ment of his friend's paffion for Henrietta, an- 
swered all her views. She imputed the referve 
Henrietta had been enabled to maintain, lefs to 
her own virtue than to the unenterpriflng temper 
of her lover ; and w^ perfuaded that the difcb- 
veiy (he had made of her tendernefs. for him. 
Vol. lit L . would 
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would put the afiair upon fuch a footing, as to 
make her lefs rigid in her rcmonftranc^s with re- 
ipedl to Mr. Morlcy. 

CHAP. IV. 

ffT)uh contdns a very inter ejiing cSfcevery. 

FREEMAN, though pcrfuaded that mifsBel* 
mour was a woman of intrigue, and by con- 
fequence -entertaining no elevated idea of her 
companion, yet found himfcif fo awed by the 
modefty that (hone in her countenance, and the 
dignity of her perfon and manner, that he was 
at Ibme lofe how to introduce the fubje£l which 
had brought him thither. Henrietta, however, 
innocently led him to it, by expreiEng her fur- 
prifc to fee him ftill in Paris. 

*« You fay nothing of my friend, madam,** 
faid Freeman j ** and this indifFerencc with re- 
^ gard to him is a very bad omen/* 

« I hope Mr. Melvil is well,'* faid Henrietta, 
gravely, without feeming to take any notice of 
the ftrange fpeech he had made. 

<« He is better than he was three or four days 
« ago," replied Freeman, «« when bis pbyfi- 
*« cians defpaired of hislifc*** 

« Blcfs 
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** Blcfs me !" cried Henrietta/ with an cmo* 

tion (he could not fopprefs, " has Mr. Melvil 

•* been fo ill then ? I am extremely concerned to 

"hearit.'* 

*' You would, no doubt," faid Freeman, " be 
** more concerned if you knew you were the 
« caufe." 

« This kind of raillery, Mr. Freeman,'* re- 
plied Henrietta, a little confufed, <<is not at all 
** agreeable to me, laiTureyou. 

« By Heaven I am ferious,** refumed Free- 
man ; ^* my friend loves you with the utmpft 
<^ ardor : I am a witnefs to the birth and pro* 
<< grefsof his paflion, and to.his fruitlefs endea- 
<< vours to conquer it. The efibrt he made to 
<> leave Paris, has almoft coft hiio bis life s he 
<< was taken ill the evening before our intended 
<< departure. Oh, mifs Benfon ! had you htard 
<^ with what tendernefs he called upon' your 
<« name, when^ the violence of his fever ha4 
<* deprived him of his fenfes, I am fure you muft 
** have pitied him.** 

Freeman perceived by the changes in Hen^ 
rietta's countenance, that ihe did not hear him 
without emotion. He paufed, in expeftation* 
of fome pretty aiFe£led anfwer, that would give 
hepe while it fecmed to deftroy it s but Hen*" 
L z rietta^ 
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rletta, with a compofed look and accent, re* 

plied, 

^ ** If I am to believe this account of your 

** friend's illnefs not exaggerated, permit me to 

•* ask you, fir, what is your defign by making 

*^ me acquainted with his fentiments, and what 

<* you cxpe(9: from me upori this occafion ?'* 

Freeman was a little disconcerted by this 
ipcech, and at the manner in which (he delivered 
it ; but, relying on the intelligence he had re- 
ceived frommifs'Bclmour, 
- ** I expc£l you will have compaffion on my 
^ friend (faid he) and give him an opportunity 
M to delate to you hioifelf the paffion you have 
«* infpited him with." 

. ** I will be ycry free with you, Mr. Frce- 
•■ man,*' replied Henrietta ; ** your ready con- 
•*currcnce.wiA your friend in the liking you 
^* fey he lias entertained for nac, rs not confiftent 
« ^th your good fenfe and prudence. Mn 
^ Melvil issa young man of rank and fortune $ 
*^ I am poor and dependent ; my birth perhaps 
^* greatly inferior to his. Will his parens, think 
<f yoii, approve of fuch a choice V* 

<( What have parents to do with a tender en* 
<« gageawnt ?" interrupted Freeman j <* an en* 
^'gagement in whkh the heart cdy is con- 
« fttltcd/' 

« Were 
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" Were my heart ever fo well difpofed in fa- 
*' vour of your friend,'* refumed Henrietta, not 
willing to underftand him, '* I would not re-* 
•* ceive his addrefles without fbc fan£iion of his 
•* parents confent* 

Freemari could hardly help finiling at this 
formal declaration ; and, fuppofing that the beft 
way to^ drive thefe ftrangc notions out of her 
head, was to acquaint her with Melvil's quality, 
which he likewife expelled would have no fmall 
influence over her» 

<< tt iS'-not fit (faid be> that you fiiould be 
^* any longer ignorant of the rank of him vrhom 
^your charms have fub]e£led. Melvil is not 
** the name of my friend ; he is the heir of ii|. 
^ illuflrious title and a great eftate : he loves 
^* yoir, he will make your fortune ; do not thravr 
•* away this opportunity tA freeing yourfelf from 
** poverty and depcndance, nor let a romantic 
<^ notion of virtue deprive you of the advantages 
^' duit are oflEered you/' 

' « Hold, fir,*' interrupted Henrietta, rifing 
from her chair, '' this infult is too plain; 
** I ought not to have liftened to yoiv fo long,*' 
She fpoke this with tolerable compofure ; but« . 
finding her tears begin to flow, flie turned afido 
to ponceal them, and haflily wiping her eyes, 
L 2 ihe 
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fhe looked on him again with a kind of caliU 

difdain. 

** I know not, (faid fhe) what weaknefs you 
** have difcov«red m my behaviour to encpurage 
** you to make me fuch fhocking propofah 5 
** but I may venture to tell you, though I am 
** not the miflrefs of this apartment^ that the 
" doors of it fliall never be open to ypu 
•* again.'* 

She was hurrying out of the room when (he 
Jiad fpolce this, leaving Freeman in fo much 
confufion, that he knew not what to fay to her, 
when mifs Belinour entered with a letter in her 
hand. 

<^ Do you know a gentleman of the name of, 
<« Damer, (faid flie to Henrietta) who jsatprefcnt. 
« at Montpelicr ?'* 

* «« I do, madam," replied (he, looking eagerly, 
at the letter. 

" Then this letter is for you, I fuppofe," 
faid mils Belmour, *< it was inclofed in another 
<^ to me, and dire£ted to my banker's : but is 
** your name Courteney? you fee the fuperfcrip- 
** tion is for mils Courteney ?'* 

** The letter is certainly for me, madam," 
faid Henrietta, blulhing. 

« Oh I 
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^< Oh ! then," replied mifs Belmour, fmiling, 

and giving it to her, " I have difcovcred a fecrer, 

«* I find." 
Henrietta retired immcdtately ; and mils Bel- 

mour approached Mr. Freeman^ who ftood 

leaning over his chair^ with his eyes fixed on the 

ground, 

« What is the matter with you ?" (faid (he) 
** you look cxceflively pale/* 

** Where is mifs Benfon, madam ?" faid he, 
fiarting out of his reverie at the. found of her 
voice. 

** She is in her own chamber, I believe," re- 
plied mifs Belmour ; ^^ but did you take notice 
** of what paflcd about the.letter ? I delivered it 
** to her before you on purpofe : you fee flie ia 
** a manner owned that Courteney is her true 
« V name ; is not this ftrange ? " 

** I muft beg leave to fpeak to her again,** 
faid he, interrupting her, and making towards 
the door, ^^ which way, pray madam ?" 

Mifs Belmour followed him, furprifed at the 
agitation he appeared to be in ; and, pointing 
to a room juft oppofitc, " you will find her there," 
faid (he. 

Freeman opened the door without any cere- 
mony ; Henrietta, who was reading her letter, 
L 4 looked 
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looked up at the noUb lie made in entering :: 
«* this is extremely rude, fir (faid. flie) I defire 
"you will inftantly be gone, ahd trouble me 
" no more/' But> apprehenfive that he would 
not quit her fo eafily, (be ruibed by him, and 
was running to the room in which ihe had left 
mifs Belmour : he took hold of her hand, to. 
prevent her leaving him j and (he was upon the. 
point of exprefling her refentment at the infor 
lence of this treatment,, in har(her terms than- 
any (he had yet ufed, when (he faw tears gufli 
in great abundance from hi^ eyjes. ' Moved at 
this fight> fli^ ftood Mly but endeavoured^ to 
difengage her hand, looking at him earneftly^ 
and in the utmoft a(hHiiftmane. 

" O my fiflfer I** cried he at latf, buHKng 
into a frc(b flood of tears ; <* my- dear, dbsur 
♦* fitter'* — Ht was not aWcto utter a word more,, 
but led her gently back to her chamber, whichL. 
(he permitted^ trembling, confufed^ and full^of 
anxious expeSation. 

** How ftrangely you look upon me !'* faidt 
he, ** do you doubt whether I am your bro-^ 
"tber?'* 

" I know not what to think," replied (he,, 
(hrinking from his embrace i for ho had foldedi 
his arms about h«r«, 

^ Dca» 
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^^ Dear girl !*• cried he, ** how amiable is 
** this fweet referve — thefe modeft doubts 
** but it* is certain I am your brother, my Hen- 
** rietta : is it poffible your memory retains no 
•* traces of my features ? in your's, methinks I 
^^ke a lively refemblance of my^lear mother. 
*•" How dull was I that I di4 not difcover it bc- 
" fore ! but hcJW could I expeft to meet you 11% 
^' France, in fuch a fituation^ and under a dif- 
•* gulfed name ! Oh ! my dear fitter, thefe 
*' circumftances diflra^t me — Good Heaven! 
•* what a part have I a£led— ^ I perceive you are 
*^ftlll perplexed," purfued he, after a little 
paufe ; and, taking a miniatiire picture out of 
his pocket, *' You will certainly be able to re- 
" collect your mother's piifture (faEdhe-) which 
'*''flie gave me at parting.'? 

Henrietta looked at the piiSlure, kiflcd it, and 
then threw herfelf in tears upon her broth e r'a ' 
neck— '' Forgive my doubts (faid fhe) it is' 
" many years fmce I have feen you ; we were 
** children when we parted, but now I am con- 
** vlnced you are my brother : my heart tells 
** me fo without this dear teftimony,"^ purfued 
flje, kifling again the pi^hjre of her mother* 
which (he ftill held ; then fiiddenly clafping her 
hands together, and lifting up her fine eyes, 
which were fwimming 1n tears, '^ I thank thee» 
L 5 «0 
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** O my God I (faid (he) for reftoring to me my 
*' brother ;" and, turning again to him with an 
afFedlionate look, *,* a fev moments ago (faid 
" /he) I thought myfelf very unhappy, but now , 
*« you will be a friend and proteflor to me." 

He tenderly kiffed her cheek — " What a. 
** wretch have I been !" faid he, fighing^— . 
** Indeed, my dear tifter, I never fhall forgive > 
** myfelf for having ignorantly praftifed on your 
** virtue.'* 

"Oh! that my brother,*' replied Henrietta, . 
«• would be taught by this accident never more 
«* to form defigns againft innocence; and, in 
'* cafes like mine, to confider every virtuous 
** young woman as a fifter." 

.Mr. Courtcney, - for fo we (hall now call 
him, was extremely moved at thefe words* 
He gazed at her fome moments with mingled 
tehdernefs and delight; but all qn afudden, as 
if ftruck with fome painful refleftion, 

" Henrietta," faid he, with a look and accent 
greatly altered from his former fweetnefs, « why 
** came you to France ? and how has it happened 
^< that you are Co intimately connected with this 
^* woman, this mifs Belmour ?" • 
! i* Why^ do you know any harm of mifi 
<« Belmour ?" faid Henrietta, frighted at his 
flernnefs* 

You 
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•' You don't anfwer my queftion," replied he, 
peeviflily. 

" Alas ! my dear brother,'* faid Henrietta, 
•* I have a long and melancholy ftory to tell 
** you : I have been reduced to great diftreis ; 
^^ my aunt, with whom you fuppo(ed me fo hap- 
*• pily fettled, has treated me unkindly : I muft 
** confefs, indeed, I have not been whoHy free 
<< from blame ; but you fhall know all fome 
** other time. As for mifs Belmour, I was re- 

«* commended to her I would not fliock 

** you, brother ; but I have been obliged to go 
*^ to fervice, and I wa$ recommended to mifs 
*^ Belmour by two ladies of quality, her near 
•* relations/' 

Mr. Courtency fighed deeply at this account, 
and remained for feveral tooitients filent ; at 
length recovering him&lf, 

** Mifs Belmour, it feems (faid he) did not 
*• always know your real name— You appear 
f * to be on the footing of a companion.'* 

*' Mifs Belmour was pleafed to take a liking 
«< to me," faid Henrietta ; " and, though ig- 
«* norant of my birth, would not fuffer me to 
** continue with her in the cdaraQer of a fervant 
•« — I have been greatly obliged to her.'* 

<* Yes, you arc obliged to her," interrupted 

Mr. Courteney, kindling into rage at the re- 

L 6 membrance 
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membrance of what had paflfed between them.^ 
**' infamous wretch,! ihe has done her part to- 
<< wards betraying you to ruin. You have beea 
*< very imprudent^ Henrietta ; you have talked 
*« to her of Mr. Mdvil too freely : ihe believe* 
<* you are in love with bim» and told me fo^ tsh. 
•• encourage my attempts upon you*" 

Henrietto blufbcd at the memion of Mr.> 
Melvil, and prefently after burft into tears at 
this difcQvery.of mils Belmour's bafenefs and in^- 
gratitude, but uttered npt a word of complaint 
or refentment; 

*< I will not fufFer yqu to remain any longer 
** with her," refumed Mr. Courteney ; " I 
<' will go diredly and provide you lodgings in ' 
'< the houfe of a worthy Englifii family : I fup- 
*< pofe you can have no obje£lion to this pro- 
« pofal." 

<^ Why do you look and fpeak fo coldly, my 
« dear brother V* faid Henrietta ; ** to be furc I 
(^ can have no objection ; difpofe of me as you 
<< pleafe, you are in the place of my father, I 
•* will obey yoa as fuch/' 

** Forgive me, my dear," faid he, tenderly 

-preffing her hand, " my temper is warm j 1 

*^ have fpoke to you harflily : indeed I am 

<< greatly alarmed at the difagreeable circum- 

<^ Aances I find you in : you have been to blame» 

5 €t yo^ 
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w you own. Alas ! my dear fifter, what have 
*< you done to be thus abandoned by your aunt ? 
** I £kiall bt on the rack till I have heard alt 
«< your ftory ; but this is not a proper place— ^. . 
« Take a civil leave of mifs Belmour, but da 
«« not acquaint her that you have difcovered your ^ 
*«^ brother, for I know not yet what meafures I 
«( ihall take ; I will call for you in lefs than slxu 
** hour in a coach." 

Henrietta promifed to be ready ; he took » 
tender leave of bera» and departed. 



. C H A P. V. 

Thf hiflory ccntinutdl 

f\UK fair heroine continued fbme time ^lone 
in her chaml>er, fo tranfported at this un« 
cxpefled meeting with her brother, that flje 
ibmetimes doubted whether her^happinefs was 
real, and whether all that had part was not an 
illufion of her fancy* When her fpirits were a. 
little compofed, fht began to confider what rca- 
ibn (he fliould give mi(s Belmour for quitting 
her fo fuddenly : fhe rightly judged that the fe-^^ 
crecy her brother had recommended to her, pro* 

ceeded 
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ccedcd from his cmbarraffraent with regard to 
Mr. Melvil ; and ftie refolved, however ftrangc 
her going away might appear to mifs Bclmour^ td 
follow his direftions pundually. 

The treachery this young lady had been guilty 
•r towards her, excited lefs refentment than 
grief for the conviflion it brought her, that her 
principles were not changed. Several circum- 
ftances now ru(hed upon her memory, which 
foved to convince her (he was relapfing into her 
former indifcretions ; and (he doubted not but ^ 
mifs Belmour would be rejoiced to be delivered 
from her prefence. This thought gave her cou- 
rage to go to her immediately, and acquaint her 
with her intention. 

*^ A ftrange alteration has happened in my af- 
<* fairs^ madam,'' faid (he, entering her apart- 
ment, *' within this hour/' 
< «< That letter has brought you fome good 
<* news, I fuppofe," faid mifs Belmour, coldly. 

«* It came from a dear and worthy friend^ 
«< madam,'' replied Henrietta j " and I have in- 
<< deed heard fome good nevt^, which I little 
•* expefled :. but I am obliged to leave you, . 
*< and fo fuddenty, that I am afraid you will think 
*f me ungrateful for your kindnefs, in fubmitting 
«♦ to this neceffity/' 

"Pray 
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, <« Pray make no apologies,'* interrupted mifi 
Belraour, with great indifference, ** you arc cn- 
** tirely at your liberty." 

Henrietta, who thought fhe had reafon for 
this behaviour, ^was ftudying for fome anfwer, 
which, without revealing the fecret motive of 
her conduct, might tend in fome meafure to 
cxcufe it; when a fervant introduced a gentle- 
man into the room, who, though &e had feen 
but once, (he knew immediately to be Mr. 
Morley. She turned eagerly to obferve how 
mi& Belmour was a(Fe£ted by this vifit i and dif* 
covering no iigns of furprife or anger in her 
countenance, but an excefs of joy and fatisfac* 
tion, (he concluded this meeting was concerted, 
and retired immediately, in great concern, to her 
own room. 

Here, while (he waited her brother's return, 
(he employed herfelf in writing to mifs Belmour. 
In this letter (he repeated what (he had often 
urged before, to guard her againft the bafe de- 
(Igns of her lover : (he recalled to her remem* 
brance the refolution (he had made, and the 
vows with which (he had fealed it, never more 
to liften to his deftrudive addrefles s and conjured 
her, by every motive of religion, honour, and 
virtue, to bani(h from her fight a man whofe 
jopiy ^io^ was to ruin her« 

She 
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She had fcarce finiihed her letter, when a 
fcrvant came to tell her that fome. company- 
waited for her in a coach. She made, hafte ta 
feal it> and gave it to mifsBetmour's maid^ with 
eiders to deliver k to her lady. At the doof 
ibe found her brother, who helped her into the 
coach; and came in after her. He aiked her^ 
ifniling^ how (he had parted with mifs Bel* 
mour i 

Henrietta tpld him, fhe had left her with 
company, **' It is indifferent to me what company 
^ flic fees now yott are not with her," faid he r 
^ but my heart will not be at reft till I bear all 
"-yourftory, fitter." 

Henrietta promifed to fatisfy him when they 
were arrived at her new lodgings. '< I am alfiK 
♦* impatient (faid flie) to know your adventures ;. 
<^ why you called yourfelf Freeman, and what 
**^ was the caufc of your not writing to me for • 
^* (p many months paft," 

«* To fay the truth, my dear fifter (faid he) 
<< I have been guilty of a little negledl in not 
** writing to you oftener : however, fome of my 
" letters muft certainly have mifcarried j for I 
** wrote to you both from Bruilels and Genoa, 
«« and I don't remember I had any anfwer. The- 
^< account you gave me of Mr. Damer's kindnefs 
*^ in. taking upon him the office of your guar- 

«dian> 
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^^ dian, and your happy fetilement with lady Mea- 
•* dows, made me perfe£Uy eafy with regard to 
" you. I had informed you that I was appointed 

•* governor to the marquis of : this youngs 

^ nobleman h^d contracted a friendihip with me^ 
•* during his ftay at Leydon, where his governor 
" dying, he wrote tahis^ father the duke of — j> 
•* in fuch pteffing terms in my favour, which^ 
*• joined to the knowledge of my birth, and very 
^high recommendations from the univerfity,^ 
^ had fo much weight with him, that his grace,^ 
** notwithftandlng my youth, appointed me go- 
** vcrnor to his fon,. with a faJary of five hun.-^ 
^dred pounds a year.. I have, endeavoured tQ| 
••acquit myfelf faithfulFy of this tr«ftj my^ 
^ pupil and I have always lived together lika 
•* bcothen i and I flatter myfelf his father wilt 
^haveno^canfe tor repent his having conGgned 
•* Mm to my care,** 

>< But why did you take the names of MelviL 
•^ and Frepman ?" interrupted Henrietta. 

*« The marquis>'* replied Mc Courtcne^,. 
<^had an inclination to tra^irel without the pa«^ 
^* rade of quality, that he might, as he wrote 
<' to his father, make nearer and more ufeful 
<^ obfervation$ upon men and manners ; and,, 
^' being indulged in &i& fcheme, we have tra« 
** veiled through France and ibaly under thofe* 

^namcsji, 
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^< names, and with a very fitiall equipage* And 
*« now, Henrietta, that you know the quality 
•* of my friend, I cxpeft you will not entertain 
** any ridiculous hopes from the liking he has 
•• exprei&d for you. I will do him the juftice 
*' to own that he never formed any diihonour-. 
«< able defigns upon you. The chara£ler of tht 
^ woman you lived with, encouraged me to. 
** make you fome (hocking propofals. You be*, 
5* haved very properly ; but, my dear fifter, no, 
** words can exprefi my anguifh and confufion,. 
<< when I heard you own the name of Courte«« 
•* ney, and your connexions with Mr. Damcr— . . 
'^ Good Heaven ! what did I not fufFer at that 
<< momsnt^-What. a wretch did I feem in my, 
<* own eyes V* 

^< Let not this cruel remembrance difturb you 
"now, my dear brother,** feid Henrietta; *« I- 
** am fo happy in finding you^ that I forget all 
** my paft uneafineiles." 

, Her looks boK delightful, witnefs to the truth 
of what (he faid. Joy fparkled in her charm- 
ing eyes, heightened the rofy bloom of her 
complexion* and animated her whole air : but,' 
pearly as (he loved her brother, the aJQllirance 
he gave her, that her lover had no part in the 
diihonourable propofals he had made her> was a 
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circumftancc that greatly incrcafcd her fatisfac- 
tion in this meeting. 

Mr. Courteney looked at her with admiration 
and delight, while a tender fenfe of the mif- 
fortune$ fhe had been expoTed to, almoft melted 
him into tears. As foon as the coach flopped, 
he told her, that the mafter of the houfc they 
were going into was a^ery worthy man, with 
whom he was intimately, acquainted, and. 
whofe prudence he could depend upon. ** His. 
•* wife (purfued he) is a virtuous, fenfible wo- 
•* man : I know ho family fo proper to place 
** you in as this ; and it was extremely lucky 
^* that I thought of them upon this occafion,. 
*^ for it was not fit you fhould day with mifs 
'f Belmour, and in fo fhort anime it was dii&cult. 
^* to difpofe of you properly.'* 
^ As foon as they alighted, Mrs. Knightcame 
to receive Henrietta, and prefented her husband. 
to her. Both feemed greatly charmed with her 
appearance, and politely thanked Mr. Courteney « 
for bringing them fo agreeable a gueft. 

After a few compliments they withdrew, fup-^ 
pofing the brother and fifter would be glad of an 
opportunity to converfe together in private. Mr. 
Courteney immediately drew his chair near his 
filler's, andj with a look of impatience, demand* 
ed the account fhe had promifed him. 

Hen^ 
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Henrietta blu&ed, and begged him not to 
judge her errors too feverely. She then gave 
him a candid relation of all that had happened 
to her, from her mother's death till the time 
fixe met him at the inn, concealing nothing 
from him but mifs Bdmour's paflion for Mu 
Morley. 

Mr. Courteney was varioufly affcQed during 
the courfe of her little ftory. He often changed 
countenance^ but would not interrupt her. He 
obferved with pleafure, that file laid no ftrefa 
■pen any part of her conduft, which might 
wkh juftice challenge efteem and admiration,, 
bttt appeared' nicely confcious of every ^'ttle im-» 
prudence; and, when flie bad ended, waited 
for his repiy, wtth stn anxiety that ftewed (h^ 
lather expe<^ed cenfure than praip*.. 

«^My ddtf HcnrifittV*' faid Mr. Courteney, at 
length, with' tears in his eyes j ** you have aded 
«* nobly ; you cannot imagine hbw much your 
" Aifferings endear you to me, llnce you have 
^ behaved under tbem with £uch becoming 
« fortitude.^ 

' " How happy you make me,'* cried Henri- 
etta, ** by your approbation — ^Indeed I was afraid 
** you would have chidden me feverely for Icav- 
*« ing my aunt in the manner I did*'* 
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*« It was a rafli ftep," replied Mr. Courteney, 
<* but your fubfcquent condu<a has effaced it ; 
" and I fee not how you could have otherwife 
^^ avoided being in the power of that villain- 
" prieft." . / 

After feme farther converfetion on different 
parts of her ftory, he looked at his watch: 
" How fall the minutes fly 1" faid he, fmiling. 
^* My dear Henrietta, I muft leave you now> 
*' yet I have a thoufand things to fay to you : 
** but I will fee you to-morrow morning. Yon 
** will be very happy (continued he) with Mrs,r 
" Knight, and I fliall tiave no fcruple to truft 
** you to her care, till I have conduced the 
*^ marquis to London : we (hall go in a day 
*< or two : and> after I have delivered my charge 
** fafe to his father, I will come back to Paris, 
♦* and fetch you." 

Henrietta turned pak at thefe words : *• Then 
♦* we are to part again foon T* faid Ihe, in a 
melancholy accent. 

«« It wouH "be highly improper for you (re- 
*« plied Jie) to take this journey with us, on fe- 
<' veral accounts : I (hall be concerned to leave 
*< you, but it muft be fo." 

•* Could you not day till Mr. Darner comes ?" 
interrupted Henrietta ; and, uking his letter out 
of her pocket9 *< ice here faovf affedionately be 

<* writes 
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** writes to me (added (he) : he propofes to be 
•* in Paris in three weeks, and infxfts upon my 
** going to England with him/* 

Mr. Courteney read the letter with great plea- 
fure. Mr. Daaicr addrefled her in it by the tender 
name of daughter ; and afTured her^ that he 
would in every refped ad like a father towards 
ber. He praifed her conduQ in terms of the 
higheft admiration, and begged her not to be 
uneafy at her aunt's defertion of her ; fmce it 
was in his power to make her eafy, and he was 
refolved to do fo. 

•« This letter," iaid Mr. Courteney, after a 
paufe, '^ will /make fome little alteration in my 
«*plan: I had refolved not to take any notice 
<^ to the marquis, that I had difcovered you to 
^ be my fifter, but to make fome excufe for 
** your difappearing ; however I fee it will be 
«* neceflary to wait for Mr. Darner. I cohgratu- 
*< late you, my dear Henrietta, on the friendfhip 
*« of fo worthy a man.'* 

** But will you ftay till he comes to Paris ?'* 
Interrupted the tender, anxious Henrietta. 

•« May I depend upon your prudence, fitter ?*' 
laid Mr. Courteney. ** It is poflible the mar- 
^' quis may talk to you of love : if you give him 
*< the leaft encouragement, you wM forfeit my 
^efteemforeveri it fliatl never be faid, that 
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«* I took advantage of his youth to draw him into 
•* a marriage with my fitter/* 

** Oh ! do not fufpc<a me of fuch meannefe," 
faid Henrietta^ blufliing : << if the marquis was 
*^ a thoufand times more amiable than he is, 
•* and were I ever fo much prejudiced in his 
** favour, I have too juft a fenfe of what I owa 
** to my birth, to your honour, and my owp, 

** to admit of a clandeftine addrefs You may 

** be entirely eafy upon this article.** 

•* I anvfatisfied," replied Mr. Courteney, ten- 
derly prefling her hand 5 " and now, my. dear 
*< Henrietta, adieu for this evening." 

« Don't fail to come, to-morrow," faid flie, 
follQwing him to the door. He fmiled aiTent- 
ingly.; and having taken leave of Mrs. Knight, 
who met him as he was going in fearch of her, 
be hurried homt to his pupil, by whom he waa 
expefted with extreme impatience* 



CHAP* 
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C H A P. VI. 

Farthir continuation of: the bj/lorj^ 

^HE marquis, as fbon a$ Ire entered Kii 
chamber, perceived that fomethiflg extra* 
t>rdinary had happened to him* 

*'Sure, (faid he, fmiling) you have met wfth 
^* fome ftrange adventure. Freeman ; you look 
^< pleafed, and yet there is a thoughtful air ii;i 
** your countenance.'* 

*' I have had an adventure indeed," replied 
lV4r. Courteney (entering abruptly into an afiair 
"which could not be concealed from him) ^' I 
** have met with my fitter here in Paris.** 

^' Your fifter 1*^ repeated the marquis $ ^* jcm 
** did not expe£k her, did you ?" 

** No, faith,!* replied Mr. Courteney j " nor 
*« did I know her when I faw her." 

<* That is not furprifing,*' faid the marquis*; 
*' (he was very young^ when you parted^ I have 
« heard you fay : I hope you will allow me to 
«* pay my rcfpe£b to her ; but (added he, im* 
^* patiently) how does mils fielmour and hec 
« fair friend f't 

« Her 
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^ H«r fair 'friend, s^ ycm ftre pI^aM to call 
••< b^r (rep)i(e4 Mr. CounexiK}^} ii my fifter, 
-^ whom for fo many weeks I feive fon aknoft 
^^ every day witbouc knowing her.'' 

*^ Is it poSbie ! (cried the aiaix|iiis, fiH:prtfed) 
"^^ mifs Benieo your iifter ! Sure you are not in 
<* earneft.*' 

^ Indeed I am {(aid Mr. Courtenoy) I di& 
"** covered ber by the oddeft accident : mift Bel* 
^< mour bevfelf -did not knowvrtio Ae was; but 
^ white I was there, ib^ bfoyg^ her » letter, 
^* which bad be^ incloftd to her ; it was di- 
^ reded for p^iis Courteney, and came front 
^^ Mr. Damer, iny filier*« guardian : Ihe owned 
^* the name, and by that means I found out n:iy 
^ fifter. I fee yoit arc aftonilhed {added Mr. 
''^ Courteney^ poor Henrietta has told me all 
^^ her ftory ; the repetition would be tedious^ 
4« but '^ 

^< How can you think ib ?'* interrupted the 
enarquis, eagerly : ** can you doubt that I am 
^ extremely interefted m every tbkig that coi»- 
** corns yoii.*^ 

^< Excufe me,, tof dear marquis (faid Mr.' 
^Courteney) I really cannot enter into parti* 
♦• cuTars juft now— —Fortune ftiH perfecutcs my 
^ dear father in his children, I thou^t my 
*^ Iifter was happily fettled with her aunt lady 
V01..IL M *«Mea- 
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<< Meadows, who has no chilti, and adopted 
<< her ; but the old lady, being a ri^d Roman 
«« catholic, prelTed her very much to change 
•* her religion, and was at laft fo ftrangcly in- 
*< fluenced by an artful prieft, who is her chap- 
« lain, that ftc had formed a defign tp fend my 
« fitter under the conduQ of this fellow, to be 
*' (hut up in a nunnery. The pdor girl, who 
<( was, as I can collect by her account, ex- 
<< tremely apprehenfive of being fo entirely in 
«< the power of this fly prieft, had no way to^ 
*« avoid this misfortune, but by leaving her aunt 
*< privately, who abfolutely rcfufcd. to be recon- 
*♦ ciled to her on any other condition than her 
** changing her religion. Thus deferted, her 
*< guardian being abroad^ and having nothing 
<« to expefi from her relations, (he chofe to go 
*« to fervice, and was recommended to mifs 
«* Belmour, by the countefs of , her kinf- 

** woman. 

. <' Wh%t a wretch mutt your unde be !'' faid 
the marquis, with team in his eyes, « to per- 
«« mit fuch excellence—" He flopped a mo* 
ment ; then fuddenly grafping his hand, " O 
« my dear Freeman (purfued he) you hav« 

«« it in your power to make me happy ^You 

«< know how ardently I love your charming 
«* fitter—'* 

« Thia 
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** This I was apprehenfive of," interrupted 
Mr.-Courteney. "I beg, my lord, that yDu 
*• will banifli thefe thoughts." 

*< What !'* cried the marquis, haftily j'' have 
^^ you any objeftion to my paffion for your 
**fifter?" 

«« Indeed I have, and a very ftrong one," re- 
plied Mr. Courteney, « and that is the cer- 
« tainty of the duke your father's difapprobation 
^* of it." 

•* It is poflible indeed," faid the marquis, 
irter a little paufe, << that in the choice of i^ 
•* wife for me, my father will be influenced by 
^ the fame motives that moft fathers are : he 
« will expe<a a large fortune with the pcrfon I 
^* marry; Aerefore, 'my dear Charles, you fee 
** the neceffity there is for not confulting him la 
«• this cafe.*' 

« Sure you forget, my lord," interrupted 
Mr. Courteney, coolly, ** what you once de- 
*< clared, that you would never enter into an 
« engagement of this kind, contrary to the 
<* duke's inclinations.** 

" I remember I faid fo ^replied the mar- 
** quis) ; and were I to make a choice which he 
V could reafonably objcdl to, certainly it would 
« be wrong, very wrong to difobey him: but 
•* if the want of a fortune can make my -fether 
M 2 « dif- 

\ 
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** dffapprofve pf my aflfefiion for a young lady of 
^ mifs Courteney's birth and merit» muft I b^ 
*« governed by ftick fordid motives ?** 

The marquis went on to prove, by a great 
many arguments common eoougb on iuch oc* 
cafioDS, that in the article of marriage, a paret^ 
had 00 right to lay a^y reftratnt upon the incH* 
mtions of bi3 child. Mr, Coujrteney did not 
think proper to enter into a difpute with him 
upon this fubje&'.'the patience with which ht 
liftened to him* made thejoimg nobleman con* 
dude be was not unwilUitg to come into bt| 
meafures. 

</* My dear Charles (added he, after' a flior^ 

*< paufe) wil^l you not be my advocate with you:^ 

** charming fifler ? I die with impatience t|» 

<< throw myfelf at her feet> and o^ her my 

. «« heart and hand." 

«« You( caimot doubt, ipy loi4> {(s^i Mr. 
• •< Courtcncy) but that I think my fitter highly 
«« honoured by the efteem you exprefs for her % 
•* but £he would be very unworthy of it, if ftft 
^« was capable of admitting your addreiles, e\^ 
M ther unknown to your father, or in oppofi- 
•* tion to his wilL I tn^y venture to infwei; fcff 
«* her, that (he will not, by (q unjuftifiable a coi\^ 
«< du<3, expofe her brother to ceofure : mi itj^iy^ 
*^^ine great cpw^n u> fia<i yon 9XP DO bettp^ 
• •« ac- 
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•♦ acquainted with my fentimcnts, than to ima- 
*• gine I will fo bafely betray the truft the duke 
•* has repofed in me, and be acccflary to youi 
•* difpoTing of yourfelf in a manner which I am 
'•* very (lire be will not approve.*^ 

*• Then I am to expe£l nothing from your 
•* fricndfhip on this occafton, Mr^Coufteney !" 
replkd the marquis, with an air of difpleafure : 
^ ycni are determined to raife difficiilties to my 
<♦ deiigf), itiftead of removing them ; is this a£i- 
•^ing lite « man whom I hai'e foved like a 
■** brother^ and wbonfi it would be my hi^heft 
•• happMiefi to call fo." 

•♦ To C4ll you brother with your father's con- 
^< fem^ my Idrd {kii Mr. Courteney) is an bo* 
^ Mitf [ CMHotbope fot-, and which wicbout k 

^ Ak noble and difmterefted as. yoo im^inv 
^* tMk «bnduA to be (faid the marquis^ rtflng) 
"^^ it will have another name perhaps with per^< 
^ ioM left romantic in their notions than you 
^ ftre. However, fir,, yoa are no mone than 
<< the brother of miis Courteney ; if I am happy 
^ enough to prevail with her to receive my ad^ 
^ dreflea, I (hall not think your con&nt nece^ 
^ £uy" He pafled by him with a coot bow, a^ 
lie pronounced diefe wordti, and retired to bii 
W9i»cliaiober« 

Ml CH.AP. 
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. In which W4 an afraid fome of our readers wiS. 
think Mr. Courtenej aSfs a veryfUfyfarU 

"K^R. Courteney favr plainly,, that by rcy- 
fufing to comply with his pupil's defire9y 
he (hould entirely lofe his friendfliip, but in a 
cafe where his honour «yas fo greatly concerned, 
tiiis confideration bad no weight with him : and 
si though he had a high o[Mnion of his fiftelr% 
candor and integrity, yet the intimation mi6 
Belmour had given him of her regard forMf. 
Melvil, made him apprehenCve that Ae mig^ 
be prevailed upon to iiften to the vows o( the 

marquis of . He refolved therefore to keep 

the place of her abode afecret ffor he knew he 
.could depend upon the prudence of Mr, Knight 
and hb wife) and to ufe his utmoft endea- 
vours to haften the young lord's departure from 
France. 

The marquis, mean time, was forming very 
dilFerent defigns. It is fo rare a thing for a maft 
jn love to be either reafonable or juft, on occaf- 
/ions where ^he intereft of his paiBion is con^ 
cerned, that it is not furpridng the marquis 

flxould 
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fbouldlmpute his governor's condu£i: with re« 
gard to his fifter to peeviihnefs and C3price, 
and think himfelf extremely ill ufed by his not 
accepting his ofivrs. He conceived mxfs Cour- 
teney to be equally injured by the oppofition her 
brother miade to the advancement of her for* 
tune; and fluttering himfelf that, if his perfon 
was not difagreeable to her, he .Ihould foon 
overcome any fcrupies Mr. Courteney might 
have fuggefted on account of the duke his fa* 
ther's difapprobation, he determined ta confult 
him no further in the affair, but to addrefs him- 
ielf diredUy to her. 

He fpent part of the night in writing a letter 
to her, in which he declared bis paiSon in th« 
moft tender and refpefiful terms, and begged 
ibe would allow bim to wait upon her. The 
remaining hours w^e not fpent in fleep, but in 
impatient longings for the. morning, which was 
to confirm or deftroy his hopes. As fi)on as it 
was light, he, rofe and walked about his room. 
:^e read over the letter^ be had written; he 
thought it but poorly expreiled the ardor of his 
love : he fat down and wrote anodier, which 
he liked dill lefs, and had recourfe again to the 
firft, after adding a poftfcript, in which he ear- 
neftly repeated his requefl to be indulged with a 
few moments private dlCcourfe with her* 

M 4 He 
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He ftaltd iqi hb kKM^. aod^ diMftld. tt Mr 
mifs Cottfteaey. H«v brMhet Ktfd noC luetic- 
tioned to him kil^ having, remoired h«r bota Mh^ 
Beloieiii:: he (tafpf^oM tba wa§ ftiU vTidi to> but: 
« doubroGCumtig td hittty #hediet fte wds wiQ^ 
ing to afTttibd J)er real iMsfte j^t^.he thought H^ 
heft to put it ill ^tfiother oo^er^. rupeifbibod ^t 
ftii($ Betifen. 

It was ilil} too eady to fend to a Udf^k lod^^ 
sngs I he eoanted the liouts Irilh anxious ifftpa^ 
lieAce, and at length rung hbbeU for hie fefvant. 
Ae roon aa he appearedj he gave hiei the fetteiv 
Recommending fecxecy, and changing him Jkcft 
10 retom without an aitfwer*. 

The valet^ whefi l^came badt, . hrou^ llIA^ 
^ordthat miftBeftfimwai gomi} andHii^wik^ 
ail the imeHqpsnce jie c<nM fet«- HUA BtW 
aooiiKa woman indeed had aMedwkh a fife^Tv 
that (he went off with Mr^FreeouuH and kwa» 
Aran8e^th«4 hit friend Mr^ Melvfl fliorid net 
know whevr ike was^ TM» p»t of the mef* 
Age Ihr Mtdw pmdeivtlf fli^riflU; for ht 
judged tbehufineft to be an amour, and that thi 
young gentlemen were rival% a^ he dte aMd 
of making mifchtef. 

The mar^ub, howevef, eafily gueflpd thar 
this fbdden removal of miA Ckmiteney was her 
brocber*a aft u he> dtfuified Hi^. ftrauits ml 
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Beginning how to be fenfible hoW much it was^ 
in his governorV power to traverfe his defignst* 
and how obftidatdy he Was bent upon doing fo^^ 
ht refigfied himfelf up to the moft violent tranf-* 
ports of rage; and, during a few moments, alF 
Ms thoughts ran upon revenge* 

Mr. Courteney came into his chamber while:: 
he was under thefe agitations; and, feeing hinv 
walking about with a furious pace, *< For Hea* 
*• vcn's Take,- my lord- (faidhe) what b thr 
« matter with7ou ?" . 

The marquis turned fbort upon him»^ and, 
with, a< Voice broken witb pafflon, exclaimed^. 
•••May I perifli,. Courteney, if I forgive you." 

Mr. Courteney, who fuppofed thb refentmenr 
Ms the coniequence of their converfation th^- 
night before, replied calmly» *^ You are angry,« 
« my lord-^This is no time to talk.?* 

He was going out of the rbom, but the mar^ 
quis, haftily fteppingi between him and the door^. 
ibut it with great violence. 

•* If it is not your time to talk, fir, it is mine^T 
Aid he. 

** Very well,, my lord,'** replied Mr. Courte- 
ney, with a compofed look and accent,, ^*'I am' 
«* ready to hear you/*' 

The young nobleman continued' to walk in* 

a fttUeo filence, as if refolved to be angry, andf 

M 5. knew' 
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knew not well, what caufe to aflign fcr it ; when^ 
fuddenly ftopping, 

** I infift upon your telling me, fir (faid he) 
** why you have fccrctcd your fiftcr ? Do you 
<< fufpedl I have difhonourable defigns upon 
"herr 

•* Diflionourable defigns upon my fitter V* 
repeated Mr. Courteney, kindlirig at the ex- 
prefEon : ** my lord, no man, while I have 
^* life, (ball incur fuch a furpicion with impu* 
« nity." 

" This fpirit becomes one of your birth,** 
replied the marquis ; <* but let me tell you, Mr. 
** Courteney, your condufl is not altogether 
•* confiftem j why muft your fiftcr be hurried, 
*' no body knows whither, and concealed ivith 
** fuch wonderful caution i" 

** Are you furc this is the cafe, my lord ?** 
faid Mr. Courteney. 

*' Yes, very furc," anfwercd the marquis, 
haftily. 
** Since it was not I who gave your lordfhip 
** this information," refumed Mr. Courteney, 
^* you muft have taken fome trouble to come to 
'* the knowledge of it j and the motive that fct 
** you upon thefe enquiries fuiSidently jufiifics 
«« my caution with regard to my fifter." 

« Then 
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*' Then I am not worthy, it kems^ to pay 
^^ my addreiles to your ftfter/' £ud the marquis^ 
peevifhly. 

"Indeed, my lord, this is a Ycry cbildith 
** fpeech," replied Mr. Courteney j ** you knovr 
*' your addreiJTes would do honour to any wo- 
** man : but the depreifed ftate of my fifter^s 
•* fortune leaves her no right to exped a man of 
^' your quality for a husband ; and flie has too 
^ juft a pride to fubmit to make a clandeftine 
*^ marriage; nor wtU I be branded with the im- 
** putation of having feduced my pupil into a 
*♦ marriage with my fiftcr." 

'* What have you to do with the affair at all F' 
teplied the marquis, eagerly : ** leave mifs Cour* 
*• teney to aft as (he thinks proper; you need 
•• not make yourfetf anfweraWc for my condu£I 
*< on this occaion : I loved her before I knew 
" her to be yQur fitter 5 cannot your romantic 
*< honour fatisfy itfelf with being paffive in this. 
« bufincfs ?" 

«* I fhould but in perform my engagements 
" to your father, my lord," interrupted Mr. 
Courteney, " if I did not ufe my utmoft epdea^ 
«* vours to prevent you from difpleafing him in 
" a matter of fo great importance as your mar* 
" riage." 

M 6 •• Hov 
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^ How are ytnt fore my fttbcr will be d^ 
•^fieuMf* fikM thenti^ats: *«niftCoiirtc» 
•* ncy's merit, will juftify my choice/' 
. «« Pot It vpeiMhit iflue/' r^ed Mr. Coer^ 
leney > •< a<k Im cMfcnt/' 

«« WeS, fir, I Witt ftik bi» cenfent^'' refmne^ 
Che marqais ;. ^^ aod now am I at liberty- to vifir 
«« your fiflar ?"* 

<* If yoii imoui^ my lord» to be governed by 
^ tbc diike^a advke (faid Mr. Courteney) yo»^ 
*< will certainly be contented to wait bis anfwer % 
«< and you cannot fiippofe, that knowing your 
« fentiments fo well at I do, I wUI permit tof 
<« fifter to receive your vtfits while we are igno- 
^< rant of the duke's intentions." 

The marqub loft all patience at this unreai* 
fbnable obfiinacy^ as be conceived it* << I re^ 
•< nounce your friendftip from this momeitt 
«< ((aid he) for ever; aod^ had yea not a 
<« ftfter, I would refcnt this behaviour in anp* 
« ther manner. 

He flung out of the room when be had faid 
this ; and, {hutting himfelf up in his fhidy, gave 
his valet orders to allow no body to di/lurb 
him. 

Mr. Courteney was not fo much ofiended at 
the harfiinefs of his language, as to hmderbim 
fsom feeling great concern for the uneal^ ftate 
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•f tris mind ; «)<i) nomkhftanding hit ovm 
mmptt was vehement enough, yet he was ibte 
to make ibme ftllowaoces .for the tnnfpom of a* 
youn^ man, who faw bfanfdf b rcfolucely op* 
fokd in a point he had let hts heart upon : bit 
ie^ring to pacify hh pupil lirkhout entering: 
^to bit defign, he determined to place hb iifter 
•flEcduaily out of bb reacbi and then^^if he ooidd* 
not prevail upon him to return to England, no*^ 
difaig rema'med but to make the duke lus £tther 
acquainted wkb the fMit aSair* 

He waited fame time in expeAation that tfio^ 
tnarquis would come down to breakfai! as ufual ;; 
l^iti^ finding that he had' ordered his chocolate t(^ 
be brought to him in his ftudy, be went to vifit-: 
bis lifter^ as he bad promifed; 

The marquis heard him, as he pailed by his- 
dooTy call for his hat and fword ; and, his valet 
entering a moment afterwards with the chocolate, 
he aiked him» if Mr. Freeman was gone out V 
Being anfwered that he was, it fuddenly came 
into his head, that be was gobg to fee his 
fitter. . - 

<< Follow him infiantly (faid be to the fellow) 
^ and bring me word to what place he goe% and 
«* here is fomething to purcbafe your fecrecy and 
«« diligence/' 

The 
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The fight of five Louis d' ors, which the mar- 
quia gave him, left the valet no inclination to 
be difcreet any longer. He ran out of the room 
with officious bafte, fully determined to execute 
biscommiffion with the utmoft exad)ne(s. When 
he got into the ftreet, he perceived Mr. Cour- 
tcney walking leifurely on : be foUowed him at a 
diftance, took particular notice of the houfe he ' 
entered *, and, . ^fter waiting a few moments to fee 
whether he came out again, he went back to the 
~ marquis with his intelligence. 

The young lover did not doubt but he had 
difcovered his miftrefe's abode; and in the joy 
ii}\s thought gave him, he beftowed many praifcs 
pn his valet's ingenuity^ together with a reward 
of five Louis d' ors more, which he liked fttU 
better. He then ordered him to give dire^ons 
for his chariot to be got ready, while he aflilfed 
himtodrefs. His looks difcovered fuch an ex- 
cefs of fatlsfadion, that the valet, under no ap- 
prehenfions that what he had done would produce 
any difagrceable confequences, entered with vaft 
delight upon his new poft of confidant to his 
maftcr. The marquis ordered him to flay at 
home till Mr. Freeman came in, and then imme- 
diately to come to him at the Hotel de — — • 

CHAP. 

N 
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CHAP. VIIL 

In which Mr. C9urienty gives mere in/hmas cf 
bis foUy. 

"ITirHILE Henrietta thus innocently fowed 
the feeds of difcord between the two 
friends, flie herfiblf enjoyed a perfe£t compo- 
iure of mind, and^ indulged the moft pleadng 
refledlions on the happy change of her for-^ 
tune. 

She was no longer in the humiliating condi- 
tion of a fervant ; or, what to her was far more 
mortifying, a dependant upon the bounty of an- 
other ; an unknown wanderer, without friends 
or protestors. She was now under the care of a 
brother, whom flie tenderly loved, whofe merit 
could not fail of diftinguiihing him, and of 
forcing that refpe£l and confideratioh due to a 
noble birth, and wjiich he, though in a depreft 
fortune, fo nobly fupported. 
^ She was aflured that her guardian was not only 
free from any unfavourable prejudices on account 
of her aunt's defertion of her, but that (he might 
exped all the tender offices of a parent from 
him ; and, what afforded the nice fenfibility of 
her foul a more delicate fatisfadion than all this, 
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the only man io the world whom (he was capav- 
Ue of regarding, with a preference to the reft 
of his fex> though, in fo elevated a rank, had^ 
loved her in indigeooe and obfcimtjr with hoooiuv 
and jttftifiedthe tender ftntimentsfte entertained'^ 
fer him. 

Her finiles,. wlien* flie fliw her IMther appear,, 
and the gaiety of her behaviour, convinced htm,^ 
her mind was at eafe ; but his features ftitl tt^ 
tatned that impreffion of chagrin 4ie had (b lately^ 
felt from the marquis's cauielels rage; and therd 
was a folemnity in his manner, that, in an in- 
ftant, changed the innocent chearfulneis of Hen»*- 
netta into anxiety and concern.. 

The prefence of Mr^. Knight was a reftraintr 
vpon them both^ She peiceived it; and as ibooi 
•s the tea-table was removed (for the ladies were 
at breakfaft when Mr. Courteney canie in) (he- 
jretired and left them at liberty. 

Themonientlhewas gone, Henrietta eagerljr^ 
afleed him, if any thing bad happened to give 
him uneafinefs fince (be faw him ? 

"Yes (replied he rimipcly) die marquis andi 
^ I have quarrelled." 

*« Quarrelled !" repeated Henrietta, trem* 
bling and pale as death,. ** have you quar-^ 
V relied?^. 
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' Vtr.e&tatetiefy whb dbftfvtfiS het Mi^kmy. 
iohtimicd to hck Wt het fa ^rndHy that ft^ 
Muflied atid tca(tf doiv^ft her e^ <«* Y6il feeitv 
^ gfeiKl)r^<iad[ vrtth thfo tctiitnt [fiSA he air 
«" )aft) I Wl^Ihad MM tildrtliMed k t6 jrou;'^ 

•^ Co«M you fupprife,"^ TaW Henricffa, ift aft» 
acctftt which bad at leaft as much of grief a» 
teftdcfncfs ift it, *< that I could hear with indif- 
^ feltetite whdt ihuft neceflarily be very afflidin^ 
•• to ^ ?*• 

•« Yout l^URrtttte, .peAiqpSi on thte occa* 
^ilofr (faid Mr^^Cbuneney) Would^ be vbom 
^ V^ekome lb the than the concern I fct joiM 
^ undcr.^ 

tienitcmi hsvi^g i^ftdeted n iHtte on thtr 
flneaning of thefe words, replied in a firmer wne, 
^ plate ibme confidence in me^bi^er^ you witt 
**&idIlhandeferveiL'* 

•« My dear HcnrJccta^*' tefumed Mr. Cour-^ 
leney, afieded with ^ manner in which tbrn^ 
fjpokey and her expreftvt look, *< you ought ta 
* ibk|;ive my doubts> when you tefleft on irtiat 
^ mils Behnout void me ; the merit of my ncft>Ie ^ 
** pupil has made m tmpretton on your heart i; 
^ but yout marriage with hfati, fifler> will brings 
^ everhfting infamy upon me.** 

^ Harel not aheady declared my refohnion to» 
^ yoti upon thit held r* replied Hentietu. 

I 
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<' The maiquis lov^ you," refiimed Mr. C6a> 
teney : *^ he is ra(h and inconfiderate ; he hat 
^* no hope (and indeed it woujd be firange if 
<< he had) that the duke his father will oxifent 
^* to fucb an unequal match s yet he prefles mm 
** to introduce him to you as a lovtr^ and to 
** favour his deiigns of marrying you privately. 
^* You may eafily imagine what anfiver I gav« 
** him ; the cx)niequenGe is, that he has dc- 
** dared himfelf my enemy. We are upon very 
'^ bad terms. But this is not my greateft om- 
<< cern : the marquis, if he can get accels t9 
<*you, will teaze you with felicitations s and, 
<* difpofed as you are in his fiivour, have I not 
<^ caufe to apprehend you will liften to him but 
« too readily ?'» 

^* Although I fliould confinn your fuipidons,^ 
faid Henrietta, with tears in her eyes, ^* yet t 
^^ muft again sepeat I am grieved at this differ- 
*^ cnce between your pupil and you. Nay I will 
'^ own," purfued (he, avoiding with a fweet 
bafhfulneis the earneft looks, of her brothes, 
<< that I am not infc;nfible of this young noble- 
^' man's affe£lion for me ; but, after this candid 
^^ confeiSon, you ought to believe^ me, when I 
** aflure you, that I will enter into no engago- 
*^ ment with him without your approbation ; 
<« Stfid to o^ake you ^a^, I will oompiy wiiAi 

«« any 
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<^ any mcafures you think proper^ to avoid bit 
"purfuits/' 

*« I fee I may rely upon you,'* faid Mr. Couc^ 
teneyji charmed with her amiable franknefsj 
*^ but, my deat Henrietta, I hope you will not 
** allow this prepoffeffion to take too deep roqt 
'^ in your heart: fure your good fenfe and. the 
*^ delicacy of your fentiments, will hinder you 
*^ from giving way to a hopelefi paffion.*' 

<< 1 beg you not to talk to me on this fubjeft/* 
interrupted Henrietta, tears, infpite of^her et>* 
deavours to reftrain them, flowing faft down her 
face ; *< only tell me what you would have me 
« do to avoid the marquis : have yoii formed 
" any plan ? Doubt not of my readincfe to com-* 
•* ply with it/» 

<^ Have you 4uiy^obje£lions to boarding in m 

^* convent till Mr. Darner comes }** bid Mr. 
Courieney. 

« No (replied HcntietU, half fmiling) for I 
c< cannot fufpefl you have a defign upon my re«- 
^< ligion, as my aunt had^ and mean to confine 
« mc all my life." 

" No, really," refumed Mr. Courtency, 

fmiling likewife ; ^^ but it will be more difficult 

^' for the marquis to get accefa to you in acon« 

«< vent than here; and as it is probable enough 

. ^ that this afiair will make fome noife, it will 
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^ he ttwrc for your reputation' tt) have it feUowr* 
^ that you lived in fuch a refpefiable foci^ty, 
•«Wh««*thfclt v^trt to tnafiy whnefle« of your 
^•eonduA^ and fuch cxaA regularity required*. 
** than iri prtvs^te lo^higs, where you wei:e at^ 
** jtotinlable to no bocly for youf actions." 

** Then you intend to leave» me befofc Mi^ 
*« l}&met comes f faid Henrietti, fighlng. 

« To he fui^ ^replied Mr. Courteney) I will 
^< forte thie oMt^h ftWay if j^oSlbk ; and if t 
^ fiAd all my timt^nftf Writes itieffisctual^ dit duk^ 
^ muA kiteifofe hk aiidarotity.'*^ 

'• V«i intend td witc i© hi(n then ?^ Sii 
xienrietta* 

<«Certate!y (replied he) dohl ^ou fttak. I 
^oi^h^todpfts fifter.?'*^ 

«« Indeed I do^'VMfw^t^ anw 
. <« I mi ^ad «f it (sefiuntd Ntf . Contia^ 
^* yet this procedure will embroil me tncfe tvidk, 
^« the tnaj-quit i but I fee no help for i^ iifde& 
A< Mr; D«iii,er AoM happeA «d come iboittr Ihaft 
^* w« «xpect» and (s|ke fou wkli hltn to £li|;iat)d. 
^< I hope to prevail upon my pOfA to ieive Paiflt 
^*ui twoortkl^dliyss tod if I iHtyc not the &«^ 
« titfaction takM youupder Mt* Damer't otfe^ 
^< a^conmit is the fitieft place for ytm ^ tttirt to.'* 

Henrietta* iMving refleceed M ki^ brntherll 
|rapQ£d» &i|iid it to mSomjpk, $M h ttuich to. 
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tlie advantage gf her repuution, that fhe rea* 
^iljr yielded to put it in immediate execution. 

Mrs. Knight jbelng defired to return, Mr* 
Courteney told her their defign, and requ^ed 
h€x affiftance^ She expreiied fosne concern at 
being To 6x>n tQ lofe her agree^bte gueft, but 
undertook to tranfaA the affair i a^d it was re* 
iblved th^ (he 0iQuld go that day, and prpcui^ 
^e young lady ta he adinitted as a penfibnf r ia^ 
the Attguftine nunnery of Engliih ladies in Paris* 
Mr. Courteney, having promiied bis After to 
come and condufi her to the convent the next 
day, took kave of her, highly fatisfied with her 
docility, and returned hocne. He W9S ivrprifed 
(o hear that the o^kai'quis wa3 gone abroad ; bol 
living no fu^icioQ of bis btention tp vifit Hen-^ 
rietta^ whole abode he concluded was ftill a {^ 
cret to him, he wu only concerned left his health 
ftovld fuibr, by venturing ouf hitkxt it was fuUy 
w-eftablifliirf. 

The marquises valet no fooner law Mr. Coum 
im^ mw99 tbap be mn 'mm^'mt^lf ¥> ac- 
'iguaMit his nmiler, wfaa te foiwsards, with n 
be^twg hem, (9 vifit his miftrris. This vate| 
kftd given fo e^aift a direi9^> that iht 1^9^^ 
man b^d n» diiSc^lty tg $od th^ l)ouie. Th^ 
marquis, alighted thip numi^ the door wm 
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ney, was inftantly introduced into a parlour, 
where Henrietta was fitting alone, Mrs« Knight 
having juft left her to go and execute her com* 
miffion. 

The fight of the marquis threw her into the 
utmoft confufion. She rofe, however, and re- 
ceived him with great refpefl; : he approached 
her bowing, and made her a genteel compli- 
ment upon her happy meeting with her bro-* 
thcr. 

Henrietta would not fiifFer. this fubje£i to be 
dwelt upon long, left it fhould lead to circum« 
fiances too interefting. She changed the con- 
Verfation to indiflFefent matters, and took care 
that it ifaould not 6^ a moment ; fo that the 
Diarquts, partly embarrafied by that awe which 
always accompanies a fincere paffion, and partly 
by the prudent management of Henrietta, fotind 
he had protraded his vifit to a confiderable 
length, without drawing any advantage from 
it. 

Alarmed at the thoughts of loCmg an cppMu^ 
nity, which the rigid and inflexible temper of 
his governor might prevent him from meeting 
with again, he fuddenly aflumed courage to 
make her a declaration of his paffion, but in 
terms the moft tender and refpe£tful> and with 
an explicitnefs that became one of his rank and 

fortune, 
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fortane, to ufe towards a young lady In her dc- 
licate circumftances, whom he would not for a 
moment leave in doubt of the finccrity of hi* 
profeffions, and his firm refolutioi> to adhere to 
tiienu - 

Henrietta liftened to them with a graceful nio- 
defty J and when he eameftly prcffed for her an- 
fHfer, flie affured him, that flie was veiy fen- 
fible of the honour he did her, and fliould always 
think herfelf obUged to him for having enter- 
tained fuch favourable fentiments of her, as could 
make him overlook the inequality there was be- 
tween them. As for the reft, (he referred him 
to her brother, who, Ihe faid, was in the place 
of a father to her, and by whofe advice and di- 
rcaion fl^e was determined to be governed en- 
tirely. 

The marquis would have had no reafon to be 
<liflatisM with this anfwer,-if he had not known 
that he had nothing to expefi from an applica- 
tion to her brother; and the apprehenfion that 
ihe alfo knew it, and therefore took this me- 
thod to free herfelf from his importunities, gave 
bim fo much concern, that,he turned pale, and 
fighing, fixed his eyes upon the ground. His 
air, his attitude, his looks, were all fo mov 
ing, fo ex^ve of tendemefs, anxiety, and 
fincf, tfaatHemiettt duift aot trufl herfelf to 
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lier, and ds^kmet in Jier^ t)M loo gn»t inierdl 
A<s took in \m un»ifioe&. 

{k«ii« moiMAls paiied in w aiectiag fileoco 
0Q both fides, during which the marquis n^ 
0iftintd iamoveabiy ^md in the fame ^nfive 
{loftuic, till roused 1»y the opening of the daor« 
jud the appearance of Mrl Coumney^ .Hen- 
fittta*t lace wm m an loftaRC covered, with 
UuflMs: the xiar^iuB (beKxed greatly embar- 
rafled. Mr* Courteaey fliewed (bme fiirprife at 
firfi ; but, seeovering hianielf, he J^Kike to hts 
•pupil with an cafy aii^ and relieved both hiaa 
and his fifter from their confudon, by enter* 
lag immediately jutoan ind^beot converfa- 
tioA. 

The marquis drew a fitvouraUe omen from 
this behaviour: his looks vefomed their, ufual 
fineelnefs and vivacity ; and, dunng a wliok 
hour that they continued together, nothing could 
' lie more fpirited and Itvdy than the 4ikourfe 
betweea th<«e perloAfi, who had the moft per« 
feet tendemeft (or one another, yet, from their 
(sMtnl circuminnees, weie obliged mutuaHy to 
iq^ofe, and give pain. 

Themsfiquis at length, with apparent rehic^ 

tsUKce^ put an end to hie vi&t, as did Mr. Coiir* 

Hmqr Ijlficwili^ though he was very deftrous of 
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talking to his fitter in private. When they were 
in the chariot together, the young lord was fe« 
veral times upon the point of preffing his go- 
'vernor again upon the fubje£tof his love, as he 
.feemed to be lefs inclined than formerly to op* 
pofe him J but he was reftrained from entering 
into any explanation, by his apprehenfion of de- 
firoying thofe hopes he had fo lately begun to en* 
tertain, and of rendering his aqccfs to Hen- 
rietta more difficult for the future : Mr. Cour- 
teney alio had his reafons for preventing any fuch 
explanSition, and induflrioufly amufed him with 
other difcourfe. 

The marquis could not help thinking it fl range 
that he took' no notice of the vifit he had made 
his fifler : but as love is ever ready to flatter its 
own wiihes, he began to imagine that Mr. 
Courteoey had relaxed in the feverity of his re- 
(blutions, but knew not yet how to yield with a 
good grace; he favoured bis embarraflfment 
therefore for the prefent, and they pafTed the re* 
inaining part of the day in their ufual company 
«nd diverfions. 

When they came home at night, the marquis 
defired to have an hour's converfation with him ; 
but Mr. Courteney, complaining of a fudden 
)iead<*adi, excufed himfelf, and retired to his 
9wn chamber. 

Voi.,n. N The 
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The next morning, before his pupil was up, 
he repaired to Mrs. Knight's. She told him, 
that every thing was agreed on for the reception 
of the young lady ; and he had the fatisfa£Uoa 
to find his filler making preparations for her re- 
moval, without any appearance of diicontent* 
She acquainted him With what had pafTed in the 
converfation between the marquis and her; 

<< I have no doubt of his afFeflion for you,^* 
faid Mr. Courteney 5 ** we muft leave the event of 
^< it to Providence, and a£i fo as that whatever 
** happens, we may not incur ccnfure." 

As foon as breakfaft was over, Henrietta, ac- 
companied by Mrs. Knight and her brother, went 
in a coach to the convent, where ihe was very 
civilly received by thefuperiour. Mr. Courteney 
promifed to vifit her fbon, and took leave of her, 
to wait upon Mrs. Knight home ; after which he 
returned to themarquiS) who had enquired for 
him feveral limes. 
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C H A P. IX. 

In which the reader, it ispre/umedj can make no dif- 
coveries concerning the event of this hijiory, 

'npHE marquis, when he faw him enter his 
chamber, approached him with an obliging 
air, and afFe£lionate}y preffing his hand, 

<* May I hope, my dear Courteney, (faid he) 
" that you have overcome your fantaftic fcruples, 
" and that you will favour my pretenfions to your 
<^ charming fift^. I will make you no apology 
** for ftealing a vifit to her ; you would, I am 
<* fure, have done the fame in my fuuation. In- 
*^ deed, Charles, you muft either refolve to give 
** me mife Courteney, or to fee me miferable. 
,** She referred me to you ; my happinefe de- 
•* pends upon a fingle word of your's : can you 
^^ be fo cruel to refufe me this inftance of youc 
«« friendfliip ?" 

** You know, my lord," replied Mr. Cour- 
. teney, ^^ that there is not any thing you caa 
*^ dedre of me, confiftentwith my honour,^ which 
** I would refufe ; but, unlefs I would make my- 
** felf infamous, I cannot yield to your marry- 
5*ing nay fitter without the duke's confent* 
N 7, ^ «*Hear 
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«« Hear what I have to propofe/* continued ftc, 
perceiving him to be in a violent emotion ; ** let 
«« us returri%> England immediately. You have 
*^ often told me, that the duke is a mod tender 
*« father ; you are an only child ; it is pofliblc 
<* he may be prevailed upon to yield to your de-, 
** fires, if you tell him -you cannot be happy 
«* without my fifler, Let us make the trial jit 
"leaft." 

"I agree to it," interrupted the marquis, 
^gerly, " provided you will proqiife me, that if 
<« my father is fo unreafonable as to refufe his 
** confent, you will no longer oppofo my mar- 
<^ riage. I am of age ; it is fit that, in a matter 
*^ of fuch importance to die future happinels of 
<< my whole life, I fhould be at liberty to follow 
<^ my inclinations. Speak, Charles, will you 
•« riiake me this promife ?" 

*' Indeed, I will not, my lord," replied Mr, 
tourteney, ^* you muft not exped it." 

<« Detefted obftinacy !" cried the marquis, 
flinging his hand away, which he had held till 
this moment, *^ what a wretch am I to have my 
*< happinefs depend upon the will of a capricious 
^< man, who miftakes his romantic whimi for 
^* honour ! But obferve what I fay, Courtcney," 
added he, turning baftily towards him, ^' you 
^* ihall not hinder me from vifiting your fitter ; 

♦<pptbiR|f 
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*< nothing but her abfolute commands (hall pre- 
«* vent my feeing her." 

** My fifter (faid Mn G)urtcney) will flay no 
** longer in France^ than till Mr. Damer (to' 
«* whofe care her mother left her at her death) 
** returns from Montpelier: he is to conduct 
^^ her to England ; and (he is gone to board in > 
•« a convent till his arrival." 

<^ Gone to a convent !" repeated the marquis $ 
** this is your fcheme, I fuppofe.'' 
. V I hoped to prevail upon you,'* faid Mr. 
Courteney, " fincc you are quite recovered, to 
*< leave Paris immediately | and . I thought a 
«* convent the propereft plaCe for my fifter to re- 
^^ fide in till her guardian comes»" 

The marquis inftantly running over in his 
thoughts the ufe that might be made of this in- 
telligence, replied, that he had no inclinatioa 
to leave Paris yet $ and broke pfF all farther 
c<ftiverfation by quitting the room. 

In effedl, he had refolved to make an applica- 
tion to Mr. Damer, fuppofing, that fince he had 
not the fame foundation for fcruples as his go* 
vernor, be would readily liften to an offer fo ad- 
vantageous for his ward. 

Mr. Courteney penetrated into his views, and 

doubtful how Mr. Damer would acSt, and whether 

his fifter, having the fandion of his approba- 

N ^ tiort. 
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tion, might not give way to the motions of her 
own heart, and encourage the addrefles of the 
raarquis ; he concluded it neceffary to make the 
duke acquainted with the whole affair, that he 
might take fuch meafures as be judged proper to 
reflrain his fon from an action which, woiuld incur 
his difpleafure. 

He wrote accordingly that daj^ and having 
t))us difcharged his daty, his mind was more at 
cafe. 

The marquis, full of hope thit his new 
fcheme would be (iKtekfuU. made ho effort to 
fte Henrietta, fox fear of xmTing fu^icionsin hei 
brother : but the coldnefe arid referve with which 
he treated him, fufficiently fliewed how much he 
refcnted his^condud* 

* Henrietta was ibon reconciled to a retire- 
liient, in wliich (he had full liberty to indulge 
her reflefllons; for (he was in love enough ta 
find more fatisfadion in being alone, than in 
t*he gayeft and moft agreeable fociety. Her bro- 
ther did not fail tovifit her every day: he found 
her fatisfied with her fituation ; and, in appear- 
ance, no othewife affefted with his ' approach- 
ing departure, which he gave her room to expe<9, 
than what her tendernefs for him might well 
allow of. 

In 
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In the meaa time the duke of , hav- 
ing received Mr. Courteney's letter, was greatly 
pleafed with the nobj encfs and generofity of his 
behaviour. He wrote to him immediately, in 
terms of the higheft friendfhip and regard ; and, 
acquainting him with the purport of his letter to 
his fon, recommended it to him to haften his de- 
parture, afluring him, he had the firmeft reliance / 
iipon his integrity and honour. 

The packet, to avoid iufpicion, had been di- 
refled as ufual to the marquis, who was not 
furprifed to find a letter in it for Mr. Cour- 
feney, to whom his father was accuftomed to 
wiite often : he fent it ' to him immediately ; 
and, after reading, his own, he went to Mr. 
Courteney^s chamber, holding it ftill in his 
hand. 

' ** My father writes to mc (faid he) to leave 
^ Paris as foon as poffible. He does, not ex« 
*' prefly fay that he is ill ; but, from fonae hints 
*^ in his letter, lean colled that this is the caufe 
'* of his extreme earncftnefs to fee me. You 
*< cannot imagine how much I am afFe£i:ed with 
*• this accident (purfued he, fighing). I lovei 
** my father.: I did not know how nnfuch I loved 
V him, till I feared his \ofs. I am determined 
*^ to fet out to-morrow from Paris ; but I muft 
<« fee your fitter iirft, Courteney,,no£ ought you 
N4 «to 
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" to refufe me the fatisfa&ion of tellling bftr^ 
<* that I depart with a firm refolution never to 
« be but her's.'* 

•< Well, my lord,*' replied Mr. Coiirteney* 
after a little paufe, *^ we will go together, and 
•♦ take leave of my fifter.^ 

<* I was to blame (faid the marquis) to expe£l: 
«* any indulgence from you ; we will go toge- 
** ther then, fince it muft be fo." He retired 
again to his own apartment to write to his ia* 
ther ; and in the mean time Mr. Courteney gave 
^e neceiTary orders for their journey the next 
morning. 

. Henrietta had been prepared by a billet from 
Jber brother^ for the vifit that was intended hec. 
The news of their departure had coft her fome 
tears; but when (he was informed they waited 
for her in the parlour of the convent, (he ap-» 
peared before them with all that foft compofiire 
and dignity of manners, which never forfook her 
in the moft trying fituations. 

Mr. Courteney watched the turn of her 
countenance when the marquis accofted her, 
and was pleafed to fee it equally free from 
cmbarraffment and afFcdlation ; and that, not- 
withftanding all the expreffive language of her 
lover*s eyes^ ihe had fo much command over 

herfelf. 
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herfelf, as to feem the leaft interefted perfon in 
the company. 

Pditeneis obliged the marquis to fhorten his 
vifit) that the brother and After might be at li- 
berty to take a private leave of each other. He 
rofe from his feat, and approached Henrietta, 
with an air that left her no room to doubt of his- 
intention to fay fomething particular to her; 
and now, for the fSrft time, her looks betrayed 
fome little confufion. 

** I cannot go away, madam (faid he) with- 
<' out renewing the declaration I made you 
*< fome days ago s and I take this opportunity to . 
** affure you, before your brother, who knows 
** the fincerity of my heart, that my fentiments 
«' for you will ever be the fame : and, if you 
" do not forbid it, I will carry away with me the 
'' dear hope of being able one day to merit your 
« cfteem/' 

Henrietta courtefied in.filence ; but her bluflies, 
and the foft confufion (be was in, feemed no un« 
favourable omen for the marquis : he bowed re- 
fpe£tful]y, and retired. 

Mr. Courteney, affefting not to perceive hf$ 
fifter's concern, entered immediately after his 
pupil's departure into other difeourfe. He re- 
commended it to her to improve her guardian^s 
cfteem for her, and aflured her he would vifit 
N s lady 
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lady Meadows, and ufe his utmoft endeavours 
to remove her prejudices, and reftorc her to the 
place file formerly held in her afie£lion : at 
her detire likewife he promtfed to call upon 
Mrs. Willis, to whom fhe bad been fo greatly 
obliged. He charged her to keep up no fort 
of intimacy with mifs Belmour, though fhe^ 
fhould feek it, but penmtted her, in company 
with Mr. Darner, to pay her a farewel vifiti and, 
indeed, the condu£k of that young lady, fuice 
the arrival of Mr. Motley, juftified thefe pre- 
cautions. 

Henrietta promifed to follow all his direSions. 
He faid a thoufand affe£lionate things to her ; 
and then, defiring to fee the fuperiour, he ten- 
derly recommended his fitter to her care ; took a 
fhort leave, and went home ; while Henrietta 
retired to her chamber to weep. 

The marquis was not vifible till the next 
morning, when he was informed that the poft- 
*chaife was at the door. His extreme melan- 
choly during the whole journey, gave his go- 
vernor great concern : but he in vain attempted 
to amufe him ; for though the marquis behaved 
to him with all imaginable refpe£):, yet he was fo 
cold and referved, that he found it impoffibic to 
xenew bis former freedom with him, . 

The ' 
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The duke of -— • had tnformed thcip, that 
he (hould be at his country-feat ; and^ immt^ 
diately upon their landing in England, they re- 
paired thither : the duke received his fon with 
the moft tender tranfports, and his governor with 
every mark of efteem and regard. 

The morning after, their arrival, he fcnt for 
Mr.Courteney into his clofet, and dianked him 
in very aiFedionate terms for having fo faith- 
fully and ' honourably difcharged his truft. He 
politely avoided mentioning the affair of the 
young lord's paffion for his After, becaufe fhe 
was his filler; but faid enough to convince him, 
that he had the moft grateful fcnfe of hh difin- 
terefted condud upon that occaiion. He fettled 
on him, during his life, the fum he had allowed 
him while he travelled with the marquis ; and 
oiFered him, in the moft cordial manner, all his 
intereft towards procuring him an eftabliOiment 
fuitable to his birth. 

Mr. Courteney received thefe inftances of 
the duke's friend(hip for him with refpe£t and 
gratitude ; but he was more touched with 
the old nobleman's delicacy with regard to his 
After, than with all the favours conferred on 
himfelf. 

The intereft of this fifter, whom he loved 

with the moft tender afFedtion^ made him haf- 

N6 ten 
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ten his departure from the duke's feat, that he 
might wait on his aunt, who he had heard was 
in London. The dulce embraced him tenderly 
at parting, and obliged him to promife that he 
would return as foon as poffible. The marquis ] 
loft all his referve and coldnefs, when he took 
leave of his governor, his friend, and, what 
was more than all, the brother of his adored 
Henrietta. 

^< You have ufed me unkindly," faid he in a 
low voice ; yet pfeffinghim tend^ly to his. breaftn 
<^ but I ihall always love you." 
Mr. Courteney let fiUl ibme tears, but made 
no anfwer i and immediate^ after mounting hia 
borfe, be fet out for London, attended by hi» 
own fervant, and one of the duke's, whomhii^ 
gracV h^d ordered to efcorthJa|,L 



CHAP. 
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CH AP. X. 

fFhicb lioves thr reader fiiU in doubt. 

li^^R. Courtency, when he came within a 
(hort diftance of London, difmif&d the 
duke*8 fervant) with compliments to his grace 
and the marquis, and proceeded on his journey* 
It came into his head to aK^ht at the houfe of 
Mrs. Willis, from whom it was poffible he might 
receive fome intelligence thatWQuM be of ule 
to him. The good woman received hJm with 
great civility ; but, when be told her his name^ 
flie was in tran^rts, and enquired for her be- 
loved mifs Courteiiey with the tender anxiety of 
a mother. 

Mr. Courteney told her, that Bis fiAer woultf 
loon be in London with her guardian. He took 
occafion to thank her for her friendly care of hei;, 
which Henrietta had mentioned with the utmoft 
^atltude; and affiired her, he ihould always con-^ 
fider hin^elf as highly obliged to her* 

^^ How largely do I {bare in my dear m£^ 
** Courteney's joy (feid (he) for fo happy a 
<* meeting with her beloved brother ! Heaven 
^ wiU> I doubt flOt> fiiQwer its bleifings on her ; 

*« for 
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« for furc if ever mortal dcfervcd them flie docs. 

f^ O ! fif) your fifter is an angelic creature-^-'' 

Mrs. Willis, indulging the tender eflFufions of 
her hearty continued to expatiate on Henrietta's 
virtues, till Mr. Courtcney, though not dif- 
pleafed to hear her, interrupted her, to afk fome 
queftions concerning his aunt. 

^ *< I wais going to write to mils Courtcney to- 
<< d^y fir (replied flie) ; for I have great news 
*< to acquaint her with : that vile prieft, who 
*' was the caufe of all her uneafinefs, has at length 
•* (hewn himfelf in his true colours. The fanc- 
^^ tified hypocrite was dete£led in an amour with 
«< lady Mcadows*s woman ; this affair 1^ opened 
<< her eyes ; {he thinks her niece has been greatly 
«« injured by the mifreprefentations of this wretch, 
<^ whom (he has difcarded with infamy ; and the 
«• firft proof (he has given of her favourable dif- 
«* pofition towards mifs Courteney, ' was her 
«< taking again her former woman, whom fhe 
<< had difmiffed on account of her attachment to 
** the young lady. I had this intelligence from 
5« Mrs. White herftlf ; for fo your aunt's wo- 
** man, fir,^ is called. She fay^ (he does not 
'*> doubt but her lady will wtite to mifs Co'urte- 
-^^ney in th^ mi)ft tender manner, and invite 
« her home again/* 

Tbit 
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This news gave Mr. Gourtcncy great fatisfac- 
tion : he reiblved not to delay, a mosient vifiting 
his aunt $ his portmanteau had been c^ried intot 
a chamber, by Mrs. Willis's direflions, and thi- 
ther he retired to drefs. As foon as he was 
ready, he got into a hackney-coacbj and fraught 
with a tlioufand kind wi(hes from this faithful 
friend of his fifter, he proceeded to the houfe of 
lady Meadows. 

He was fo lucky a& to find her at home, and 
fcnt in his name without any hefitation. The 
old lady, in a violent flutter of fpirits, advanced 
as far as the door of htr apartment to meet her 
nephew. His graceful form and polite addrefs 
prejudiced her inftantly in his favour ; and fhc 
receivedhim with all the tendernefs he could have 
wiflied, and with much more than he expelled. 

Her firft enquiries were for Henrietta. Mr* 
N^ourteney was plcafed with this folicitude ; but 
t obferved that, during the courfe of their con,- 
^rfation, her attention wich regard to his fifter, 
reaicd ^onfiderably. He praifed/her with all 
^^e modeftj^, yet with all the affedlion of a^ bro- 
ther. 

. Lady Meadows, who had heard a very advan- 
tageous account ofr.hifr oriece from the countefe, 
Ker good friend, affuied him that (he knew his 
^ fifter's merit, and had reilored her to that ten- 
2 derne& 
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dernefi and efteem, which fome little error? of 
her's, and fome unjaft falpicions of her own, 
which had been artfully infufed imo her, had 
robbed her of. She exprefled great fatisfadion 
at hearing of her guardian's kindnefi : but her 
words, ** I hope he will.do fomething for her,*' 
gave Mr. Courtency great concern ; who, from 
the firft moment that he had heard Henrietta 
was likely to recover her favour, had formed a 
fcheme to make her and the marquis happy^ 

Lady Meadows perceived t^at he was af- 
fected with that expreiSon : (be therefore added, 
that his flfter might depend upon a welcome re* 
ception from her, whenever fhe returned to 
England. , ^ . 

Though there was nothing to objeA to the 
words of this declaration, yet there was a great 
deal to the manner of it. In the coldnefs with 
which (he made it, he faw the difappointment 
of his hopes. In reality, lady Meadows had 
begun to entertain a prodigious fondnefs for her 
nephew ; and Henrietta had now but the kconi 
-place in her aiFedlion. The longer Ihe con- 
verfed with him, the more this fondneis in* 
creafed. Women are ever readier to diicover 
merit in the other fex than their own. Hen- 
rietta had as many amiable qualities as her bro- 
ther | but lady Meadows wa» not A fenfible of 

them: 
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them: and Mr. Courtfeney made as great a 
prbgrefs in her affe^lions In three hours, as hit- 
fifter had done in as many months. - 

When he rofe up to take his leave, flie de- 
clared with fome vehemence, that he muft 
have no other home than her houfe. " You 
*^have an aunt (added flie, fmiling),tho* you 
** have no uncle, nor any other relations." Mr. 
Courteney reddened with indignation - at the 
mentionof his unworthy uncle; but, recovering 
himfelf, he made her fuitable acknowledgments 
for her kindnefs, and, at her defire, imme- 
diately difpatched a mellenger to Mrs. Willis, to \ 
acquaint her that he Ihould not return, and at 
the fame time fent orders fo his fervant to bring' 
his portmanteau. 

Lady Meadows having given dire£lions for an 
apartment to be prepared for Mr. Courteney, 
they paiTed the evening together with great fa- 
tisfa£i;ion, particularly on the part of the old 
lady, who thought herfelf extremely happy in 
having fo accompliflied a youth for her nephew. 
All her thoughts ran upon the pleafure ihe (hould 
have in {hewing him to her friends and acquaint- 
ance, and of piquing bis unnaturat ^cle, by 
openly profelfing her regard for him. 

More than a week after his arrival was ipent 
ki a continual fucceifion of vifits, to all which 

he 
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he attended her ; and fo abfolutely had he won 
her heart in that time, that (he determined on 
nothing lefs than the making him her fole heir. 
Mr. Courteney, who was defirous of improving 
the favour he was in to his fifter^'s advantage, 
took all opportunities to, revive his aunt's affec- 
tion for her; fo'that to pleafe h'uri, (he ex- 
preffed an impatience to fee her. He received 

letters from her, and from the duke of , 

the fame day. Henrietta informed him, that 
ihe had heard from Mr. Darner, and that fheex- 
pe£led him in Paris in a few days : that the af- 
fairs he had to fettle there, would detain him 
but a fliort time j after which they were to fet 
out immediately for England. She added, that 
the marquis had wrote to her, and gave him a 
brief recapitulation of his letter^ which ieemed 
to be dictated by the moft ardent a^edion, and 
the ftrifteft principles of honour. 

The duke's letter contained only an earned 
requeft to fee him as foon as poffible. Lady 
Meadows was very unwilling to part with • 
him> though he aiTured her, he would return 
in two pT three days. He fpent part of the 
night in anfwering his filler's letter, and fet out 
the next morning in a poft-chaife for the duke's 
feat : he reached it in the evening at fupper 
time* 

He 
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He found only the duke and his Ton at 
table J in the countenance of the latter, he 
obferved a profound melancholy, whicli fen- 
fibly afieded him. The duke received him 
with great kindnefs. The marquis fpoke little, 
but feemed pleafed to fee him. The next mom- 
ing the duke ient for Mr. Courteney into hi& 
dofct. '. -. ^ 

"What fhall I do with my fon ?" faid he 
to him abruptly, as foon as he entered, ** you 
** fee the way he is in j he wiH certainly break 
** my heart. I made him a very advantageous 
** propolal three days ago; he tells me pofi* 
*• tivcly his heart is engaged j yet he knows I 
** am very defirous the match I mentioned to 
<^ him fhould take place. This is fuch an in- 
*• ftance of obftinacy and difbbedience, as T 
•* know not how to pardon. Little did I ima- 
** gine that his return, which I fo paffionately* 
*' wi(hed for, would be produdive of fo much 
^* uneafmefe to me.'* 

The duke paufed here, and looked earneflly 
^t Mr* Courteney, who, not knowing what it. 
was he expeflcd from him, or to what aim his 
words were directed, continued filent, with his 
eyes fixed on the ground. 
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<< I fee you are concerned," refumed Ae 
duke, *^ for the trouble this unlucky ai&ir give* 
« me." 

*< Indeed I am« my lord, moft fiacerely/' 
replied Mr« Courteney* 

^* Then I may depend upon your readinefi 

^ to afiift me in removing it (faid his grace) 

' hear what I have to propofc — ^Your filler, 

^ allowing for the warmth of an admirer'a 

* imagination, appears to me, by my fon's ac« 

* count of her, to have a great deal of merit : 

* fuch a young lady cannot be without pre* 
tenders to her heart. It would give mo 

* great pleafure to contribute to her ellabliai« 
^ ment : if you have a match in view for her, 

let me know if I can forward it, either by 
my purfe or my intercf^. I candidly confeft 
to you, that meer generofity is not my mo- 
tive for making you this offer : my fon*9 
'< paffion is ftrengthened by hope; when your 
« fifter is married, I may find it le(s difficult 
^ to prevail upon him to yield me the obedi- 
' ence I require, and which I have a right to 
exped. — You do not anfwer me, Mn Cour- 
< teney," added his grace, after a little paufe, 
« is there any thing difagreeable in this pro- 
•pofal?'* 

«Thus 
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** Thus prefled, my lord/* replied Mr. Cbur- 
teney, <' it becomes me to fpeak with plain- 
** nefc and fmcerity— — I have no power over 
^< my lifter's inclinations, and no confideration 
*< whatever fhould oblige me to hurry her into 
<< a maniage, which her own choice did not 
^< direct her to. Befides, I am hot without 
^^ fufpictons, th^t the merit of the marquis has 
^^^made fome impreffign on her heart} and> 
f< thou^ (he has facrificed it to her honour 
^f and duty, yet it will for fome time, no doubt, 
^< render |ier deaf to any offer that could be 
f^ made her. I am yfixj certain, nay lord, that 
^* (he will never encourage the addreffes of the 
ff marquis without your grace's confent ; but 
ff fvere ihe capable of acting differently from 
<<tny hopes and expectations, my honour is 
^* concerned to prevent it : and I moft folemnly 
*' affure your grace, that my fitter fliall ney^r 
*^ be the wife of the marques without your ex«> 
** prefs approbation.'- 

The duke could not help being pleafed with 
the candor and fpirit of this reply. *' We 
f < muft leave this affair then as we found \t%* 
laid he ; <^ I am fo well convinced of your in- 
f' tegrity and honour, that I rely upon you ea- 
^^ tirely to prevent any confequences that may 
« j)€ ^ifagrpc^ble to i»^,'» 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



z%6 HENRIETTA. 

The duke that moment perceiving his (on 
croffing the terrace oppoiite to his windove* 
defired Mr. Courtcney to join him* *' You 
<< have fiill gteat influence over the marquis, 
*^ (faid he) try what your perAiaiions can dp to 
*^ make him alter his beluiviour i this obAinac^ 
^< of hb both aifii& and offends me*'* 

Mr, Courteney bowed, and quitted the duke*s 
dofet Immediately. The marquis, when he 
faw him coming towards him, flopped to wait for 
him* 

*« You have been clofetcd with my. father/* 
faid he to him, fmiiing, *« may I know the fub- 
♦< jcft of your converfation ?" 

«* I dare engage your lord/hip guefles,*' re- 
plied Mr. Courteney, fmiiing h'kewife. 

*< I believe I do (faid the marquis) the duke 
«« has been complaining of me for my difobed;- 
<« e^ce, has he not ?'* 

<<His grace tells me he has made you a 
«< propofal, my lord, which you have rejeSed, 
** (anfwered Mr. Courteney) ax^ he is under 
** great concern about it." 

«Well, I am foriy for his uneafincfe,'' in- 
terrupted the marquis : « but thw 18 no help 
« for it*'* 
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*« Ah> my lord (faid Mr. Courteney) have 
*• I not caufe to be very uneafy alfo ? I wKo 
*« know your motive for difobliging the duke^ 
^< irr a point he feems to have fo much ad 
f « heart ?" 

*« You are miftaken,'** refumed the marquis, 
♦« I fhould aft as I do, tho* I had never feen 
«'. mife Courteney. But tell me, my dear Charlcsj^ 
«* have you heard from your lifter ?'* 
«' I have, my lord," replied he. 
*« She is well, I hope,*' refumed the mar- 
quis, fighing. I 

- " She fays nothing to.thc contrary,'* anfwcred 
Mr. Courteney ; << but I find your lordihip has 
*< wrote to her.'! 

*« Then (he mentions me in her letter ?" 
cried the marquis, eagerly : '< I did indeed 
*< write to her, but (he would not favour me 
*' with an anfwer. But, dear Charles (conti- 
<< nued he) have you not miis- Courteney 's letter 
«« about you ? let me fee that part where I am 
<< mentioned.. Shew me only. my name, written 
<< by her dear hand^ you know. not what plea- 
. ^* fure it will give me to fee it." 

««Up6n my honour I have not her letter 
<« here," faid Mr. Courteney. " Why, why, 
<« my lord," purfued he, in great concern, 
tt will you indulge this fatal paflion for my fifter ? 

?'you 
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^<you mutt by this time be convinced that it 
\ << can produce nothmg but uneafineis to the duke, 
«^ yourfelf, to me, and even to berJ' 

« To her!" repeated'^ the marquis. «< O! 
*< Charles, your fifler is wrapped up in indifier- 
^* ence and lefenre; (he has hot the leaft ftnR-' 
<< bility for what I (uffer upon her account'* 

^* You are too generous, my lord, (replied 
^< Mr. Courteney, to wifh my fifter fhould en« 
*« courage any fentiments for you but thofe of 
' ^* refpeft and efteem. It would be prefump*- 
** tioo in her to hope for the duke's approba- 
*< tion df your paffion ; and were flie top fen- 
u £ble of it, (he muft be unhappy." 

** It is enoMgh for me to be unhappy,*' re- 
fumed the marquis, iighing ; *^ unhappy in the 
<< avarice of my father, to whom I have laid 
* < open my whole heart. The want of a for- 
** tune is all the objedion he has to mifi Cour- 
^f teney ; for he appeared charmed with her 
-^^ character, and her birth he knows* Unhappy 
<< too, in a rigid friend, who facrifices me to 
f^ the fantaftic notions he has formed of honour. 
^ O ! Charles, little did I imagine once that ] 
^^ you would have contributed 9II in your power 
M to D»kp me miferablc/' 

;< lodoedy 
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** Indeed, my lord (replied Mr. Courteney) 
^' this reflexion is cruel : this very moment all 
^< my thoughts are employed on the means to 
«* make you happy." 

** Now you are again my friend,*' interrupted 
the marquis^ embracing him eagerly : ** will 
** you then at laft give me ypur charming fitter* 
^ All that duty can require I have performed : 
<* I have implored my. father's confent ; he has 
*< had the cruelty to refufe it me ; and this on a 
^* motive fo fordid, that I am judifiable in fol- 
*< lowing my inclinations without foliciting him 
•* any more." 

** You miftake my intentions, my lord," in- 
terrupted Mr. Courteney : ^* no, never expe<St 
*' that I will confent to your marrying my fifter 
*• without the duke's approbation." 

** What then did you mean (faid the marquis) 
•* by the hopes you gave me juft now !" 

** To prevail, if poffible, upon the duke to 
*' confent to your marriage," replied Mr. Cour- 
teney. 

The marquis fighed, and caft down his eyes, 
as if hopelefs that this expedient would fucceed ; 
but would not fay any thing to divert him from 
his purpofe : yet he thought it ftrange that he 
fhould undertake a taik, which, intereiled as he 

Vol. II. O w3S| 
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-WM^ foemed lefs proper for him than any other 
pedbn. 

Mr\ Courteney guefied his thoughts^ but would 
not fxplain hirafelf any farther. In reality, what 
the marquis had faid of his father's having no 
other objedion to his choice but tjhe want of a 
fortune^ confirmed him in his defign of ufing 
the favour -he was in with lady Meadows to the 
advantage of his fiiler ; and he was not without 
cxpeftations of prevailing upon lier, by the pro- 
fpeA of fo honourable a match for her niece, 
to do as mudi for her as th6 had formerly pro- 
mifed, in cafe £he had married die old ba- 
Tonet. 

. The marquis, who beheld him earnefily, 
perceived fomething was labouring in his mindf 
and he began to entertain hopes of fuccefs, tho* 
he knew not on what reafonably to found them. 
*< I cannot,'* faid Mr. Courteney, obferving the 
tender folicicude with which he gazed on him, 
«' communicate to you the fcheme I have 
** formed to reconcile the duke to your wKhes, 
^^ for reafons which will be obvious enough here- 
" after. Only thus much I will lay to fatlsfy 
^' you, that I think it is highly probable I ihall 
<« fucceed ; but there is one condition which 
*^ you muft yield tOf and whii^h I tell you 
I i «* plainly 
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<^ fidkAy is the price I fet upon joy dnioMroiirs 
"tofcfve yott in this affair/' ♦ 

<<Naiiie it," -intapnipted the •marquis^ c^gerlfy 
** it miA be a flrange Due indeed if I do not 
<* comply with it" 

•« You muft give me a folemn promife, my 
*<lor* (rcfumcd Mr: Courtcncy) not to fcdc^ 
*« my fiftef*8 confent to a clandeftine marriagt, 
** if I ftould fail in my endeavours to procure 
<' the duke's approbation, and you muft make 
*< the fame promife to hts grace likewife.-— — 
•« Nay, my lord," purfucd he, obferving that 
he hefitated, ^^you rifle nothing by entering 
^* into this engagement, for I am bound by 
*^ oath, as. well a3 by honour, to prevent triy 
** lifter from being your's upon any terms but 
*^ the duke's expreis confent; and, depend upon 
** it, you will never gain hcr's but on the feme^ 
** condition.** 

^ Well (replied the marquis) you have my 
*^ promife, and I iviil make the fame declara^ 
^ tion to my father : it will be time enough to 
<< tell him, if your fcheme proves unfuccdsful, 
<< my fixed refolution never to marry at all, if I 
*' do not marry miis Courteney." 

Mr. Courteney had already gained fo impor- 
tant a point, that he did not think it neceflary 
(a con^at this refolution at that time. They 
O a walked 
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walked fiogedier into the houfe ; and the mar- 
quis conceiving that it might be of fome advan- 
tage to Mr. Courteney's fcheme to take an early 
opportunity of making the promife be required 
of him^ the duke bad that fatisfa^Uon in his 
next private converiation with hb fon, and was 
. charmed with this new tnftance of Mx» Courte- 
ney's integrity. 

Themarquisi after having long puzzled hioi- 
felf with conjeflures about the defign Mr. Cour- 
teney had formed, at length concluded that he 
bad fome expectations from the carl of — r, 
bis uncle, in favour of his After .^ and he was £> 
unfortunately ciitrumftanced between his father'-s 
avarice and Mr« Courteney's flri£i; principles of 
honour, that he was reduced to wifh earneftly 
for the fucceis of an expedient, which be would 
.)iave difdained, if he had been mafter of his 
own adions. Mr. Courteney at. parting, which 
was in a few days, begged him to rely fecurely 
upon bis frieiidfhip, and to be mindful of the 
promife he had given Jbina, which the young locd 
again confiriped* 
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C H A P. XL 

In which the htfiory draws mar to a condufion, 

V|R. Courteney found his fliort abfencc had 
rather endeared him to his aunt, than 
leflened the ardor of her fondne(s ; encouraged 
by her behaviour, he was feveral times upon 
the point of laying open to her the whole afFair 
of his pupil's paffion for Henrietta, and the dif- 
fici^lties which obdructed fo advantageous a 
match ; dilEculties which flie could fo eafily re- 
move : but he hoped a great deal from the 
prefcnce of Henrietta, which it was highly pro- 
bable would revive the old lady's tendernefi for 
her, and from the interpofition of Mr. Darner, 
who, it was not to be doubted, would enter 
heartily into the intereft of his ward, for whom 
he exprefled fo tender an affection. 

While he waited in anxious expectation of 
a letter from his fifter, to acquaint him when 
flie was to leave Paris, with her guardian, he was 
pleafmgly furprifed with a billet from Mr. Da- 
rner himfelf, requefting him to meet mifs Cour- 
teney and him at the houfe of Mrs. Willis, where 
they were juft arrived. 

O 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Courteneyt without communicating this 
news to lady Meadows, haftened to fee his be- 
knred filler. The moment he cnteied the room» 
where flie was fitting with her guardian and 
Mm. Willis fte Ahnt «» receive him with ^ 
tranfport of joy. He embraced her tenderly ; 
a«d Mr« DSutier s^vanctng m fil^te himv Be in the*' 
politeft BiiHMiei^ thanked htm for hir generous 
care of Henrietta. 

Mr. Pamer was extremely pleafed to hear that 
{he might depend upon an afitfSlionate recep- 
tion from her aunt. •* And now, my child,'*, 
faid he f for fo he tenderly afFeded to caJl her^ 
<< fmce I have delivered you fafe into the hands 
•' of your brother, I will leave you, and a day 
•* or two hentv I will vifit you ^t your i^unt's^ 
*« and fettle your affairs in a manner which t 
<* hTDpe will not be difagrecable to you.*' 

.Henrietta, who, from fome pad converfa-^ 
tions with him, well knew the Mind purport of 
thefe words, by a grateful look and a refpeAful 
our tefy, eKpreffed her acknowledgment. Mr, 
Courteney, feeing \yim prepiare to l^ve thens 
begged he would fjivoi^r him with a few mor 
ments private conver&tion» Mr. Damer readily-i 
confented ; upon which Mrs. Willis flmvad 
them ixito a^p^her room, and returned to JQa4 
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her dear mtfsCourteney with a thouTand tender 
careffes.. 

Mean time Mr. Courteiiey gave the friendly, 
guardian of his fifter a brief account of themar* 
quis's paiSon for her, and the condu£l he had 
ob&rved in that afEiir. He added, that he be- 
lieved it would be eafy to engage the duke's 
confent to his fon's marriage with Henrietta, 
provided her aunt would act as generoufly to- 
wards her, as (he had formerly given her reafon 
to expert. 

" Fromr feveral hints (fald he) which lady 
^< Meadows has thrown out, and from the 
** great jdndnefs ihe exprefles for me> lamap- 
<* prehenfive that ihe intends to transfer her 
** bounty from my After to me i but as my cir- 
^^ comftances, though not affluent, are eafy, 
^* and as I have nothing fo much at heart as the 
** happinefs of my friend and my fifter, I will 
^ moft chearfully relinquifh in her, favour all my 
*< expedations from lady Meadows. The pro- 
^ fped of fo advants^ous a match will pro* 
^ bably have fome weight with her aunt ; and 
*<-tl\e mention of it will come with propriety 
*< from you> fir, as the guardian of Henrietta. 
*^ Lady Meadows will then explain herfelf 
<' clearly ; and we ihall have an opportunity 
<f given ua of preffing her to remove^ . by her 
O 4 *' gc- 
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*^ generofity, the only obftacle that obftni^s my 
•* After's advancement/* 

Mr. Damer was prodigiouily affe^d with the 
uncommon noblenefs of this proceeding. He 
took the young gentleman's hand, and, giving 
it an afFedlionate (hake, '< I (hall love and ho* 
•* nour you while I live (faid hc)> for this ge- 
*^ nerous propoial ; doubt not of my ready coa- 
** currence in every meafure for your fifterV ad- 
'* vantage. I love her as well as if (he was my 
** own daughter ;. and the inconveniencies Ihe 
" has fiiffered througli the folly and imprudence 
f * of fome of my family) require that I Ihould 
** make her amends, by doing every thing in mf 
•* power to make her happy.** 

*' I will wait upon lady Meadows,** purfurf 
he, ** to-morrow in the afternoon, and then 
«• we will talk over this affair/' Mr. Courte- 
ney told him, he would prepare his aunt for the 
vifit he intended her. After which, Mr. Damer 
went away, ' and he joined his fifter and her 
friend. A coach being ordered, they took leave 
of Mrs. Willis, whom Henrietta promifiNi to 
vifit again very fpeedily. Mr. Courtcney had 
fome difcourfe with his fifter as they went, con- 
cerning the marquis ; but carefully avoided 
mentioning his deiign to her^ left he ibould 

nib 
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rafife hopes which might be unhappily difap- 
pointed. 

Henrietta was under fome perturbation at ^ the 
thoughts of appearing before her aunt, whole 
difpJeafure againft her, and unjuft fufpicionsj * 
all recurred to her memory ; but the reception 
the old lady gave her, immediately effaced thofe 
imprefRons: it was perfeAly kind and afFec* 
tionate, without the leaft mixture of upbraiding. 
or reproach. 

*< I had a mind to furprife you, madam,**' 
iaid Mr. Courteney, who with infinite pleafure 
beheld his After fo tenderly embraced by her 
aunt. Lady Meadows ailured him, that he 
had furprifed her very agreeably; and, again 
emWacing Henrietta, told her, that her good 
friend, the countefi of ■ . , had been very 

laviOi in her praife, and had acquainted her 
with feveral circumftances of her conduct, 
which bad raifed her highly in her opi- 
nion. 

*• I fuppofe you will not be very much.* 
** grieved {added the old lady, fmillhg) to hear 
*« that your former lover lord B— — is married 
♦• to the citizen's daughter." 

*' No,, indeed, madam," replied- Henrietta^ 
'* they fecmed to be formed for each other.'* 

O5 **Tbcy 
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♦• They are not very happy^ I hear/* faii 
lady Meadows ; who, having fallen upon the 
article of domeftic news, related a great number 
of anecdotes concerning her acquaintance* fome 
' of which Henrietta bad often heard before. The 
old lady's fond(ie& for talking at length gave 
way to her curiofity to hear every thing that ^ 
had hap^ned^ to* her niece during their fepa-^ 

lation. 

Henrietta gratified it with difcrsetion^ fuff re£^ 
fiHg whatever might tend tp revive difagreeable 
remembrances.. She was now put into polfef- 
fibn of her former apartment, and had an op- 
portunity that night to congratulate her old 
friend Mrs. White (who affifted her to undrefs): 
. upon ber> being reinftated in the. favour, of hecr 
lady^ 
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CHAP. XII. 
ffUncb cwtdudis tb$ hijlory. 



'TpHE next day Mr. Courtency informed . 

lady Meadows,, that Mr. Datner intended 
to wait on her, and hinted that he had a match 
to propofe for Henrietta, which - he hoped Ibe 
would approve. • 

Lady- Meadows, who had already taken her] 
refolution with regard to both brother and fifter, 
told him, that fhe was very defirous of feeing 
btf niece fettled ; and that fiie was determined 
never' to oppofe her indinationSy being, con- 
vinced that her virtue andpr«dence were to be 
emkely depended upon; 

Mr. Darner came according to his appoint- 
ment, and, being foon after left alone with lady 
Meadows^ he acquainted her with the whole af- 
fair between the marquis of and Henrietta, 

as he had received it from Mr. Courteney ; and, 
obferving that the old lady was dazzled with the 
proiped of her niece becoming a dutchefs, added, 
Aat^tbe want of a fuitable fortune fhould not* 
06 binder. 
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hinder the adhrancenient of Henrietta : <' fot 
** whatever you defign for her, madam (faid he) 
*^ I will double ; fo greatis my regard for her,, 
^ and admiration of her virtues/* 

Lady Meadows with reafbn thought this at 
very generous propofal. She complimented him* 
upon it ^ and, fiepping to her cabinet, took out 
a box that contained her will, and another deed 
which had been drawn up, while Mr. Courte- 
ncy was in the country with the duke of f 

but were not yet executed. She put thcfe papeir 
into Mr. Darner's hands, and defined htm to read*, 
them, fjqring, " you will there fee, fir, what 
^< I intend to do for my nephew and his> 
*• fitter." 

Mr. Darner, opened the ficft,. which was^the 
wiH.^ He found ibe had oonfiituted.Mr. Courte- 
tciicy her heir, leavii^ him her whole ^fiate^ 
charging it only with the fum of five thoufand^ 
pounds, to be paid his filler on the day of her 
marriage. The other paper conteincd a fettle- 
mcnt of three hundred pounds a year upon Mr.. 
Courtcney during her life. 

Mr. Darner, who knew the young gentleman V 
fentimentSy propofed to lady Meadows to fend, 
for himy and acquaint him with, her- inteotions. 
To this Ihc readily agreed* Mr. Courteney, 
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turned pale when he heanl the moderate faitii' 
defignedfor his.fifier; and, after expreffiiig fais^ 
gntitude to lady Meadows for the favour fhe 
ihewed him, in terms the moft refpeAful and* 
aflFe£lionate, he earneftly conjured her to let 
Henrietta be at lead an equal (harer with him 
in her kindnefs. He urged> as a nx>tive to her 
to comply, the vety . advantageous matdi that 
was propded to his fifter. He e3q;>atiated on^ 
the marquis's tender and faithful paffion for hen}- 
and touched with great delicacy upon the fen- 
timentajienrietta could not avoid entertaining 
for a young noUeman, who had loved her with 
honour, even when ignorant of her birdi, and. 
when ihe was under very humiliating circum- 
ftanoes* 

I^dy Meadows interrupted him with .the moft. 
flattering praifes of his diflntereftednefs.; but 
declared that her reflation was unalterable.. 
*< Your fifter will have ten thousand pounds,'' 
faid fhe ; '* this is no defpicable fortune : and 
^ fince there is fo much love on the fide of the. 
^ marquis, there is no doubt but it. will be 
** thoi^ht fufficient/^ 

Mff. Darner explained the old'ladyV meaning,. 
by tdling him what he propofed to do for mifs 
Courteney^ and preventing the young gentle? 

manV 
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■Mtt'tadcMvUgitentsr "You have fofikkmly^j 
^ fteim ymmrtg^ti for your fift^(faiAlie)aiid 
^lam o£ opWoo w« oii^t not to pre6 Itdf 
^ Meadowi any more od this tuhjaSt i ili& htf 
««^ afled nobly by you both/' 

The laily was extremely flattered by thepiatle^ 
Mr. Darner c»fO her ^ and^ to prevent any more 
ftlicitattoiis* from her nephew, flie figned the 
papers immediately, which Mr. Darner, at hec 
rrqueft, mtnefied. 

Mr. Courteney faid eveiy thing that grati- 
tilde and-pditonefs could fu^fV, upon her pre* 
lifting him the fettleraents yet dbe^e^ was am 
air of concern upon his coonMianoi^ wbidiu 
Mf 4 Damer ^Murving, took an opportanitje tOf 
defire him, in a inrfaiiper, to meet him at a*. 
o6flfee-hou(e (which his named to him} that 
ovening, having femething to fay to him, which 
lie hoped wouki make all things caiy. 

Mr. Courtcney promifcd to attend him. He 
then begged lady Meadows not to let Henrietta 
know what had palTed with regard to the mar-' 
quis, ** At prefent (faid he) fhc confiders 
♦* this marriage as impoffible to be efFedled,. 
«« and fo I would have her confidcr it, till I 
**^am fiire that the duke will, make no objeftion 
«« to the fortune^ that is defigned her/' Ladf » 

Mea«- 
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iA^Aoiwt improved of his caution ; and Mt^f 
Damer was defired to vifit her in b«r ownapoit^ - 
ment, and acquaint her wkh the dtfpofitiona^ 
made by her aunt. 

Henrietta expreiled the faighefl fatisfaaion ar 
what had been done for her beloved brother^!/ 
and, with the greateft fweetnefs, acknowledged, 
her obligations to her aunt for the provifion lhe^ 
had made for her ; but when Mh Damer ac^^^ 
qiiainted her with the addition he defigned tow 
make to the fortune her auiit would give hcr^^' 
tears of tendernefs and gratitude overfpread her. 
dec, and ihe could utter no more,, than, " O !* 
** fir, how generous— how kind is this — how** 
^ Ihall I repay fuch unexampled goodnefs— '* 

Mr. Damei intermpted her foft occlamatioflSi. 
to lead her down flairs to her aunt^ to whom fl)e» 
paid her acknowledgments with inimitable grace>^ 
and congratulated her brother with fo fincere a*. 
joy, that he, who knew how much he was^ 
likely to lofe by his good fortune, was moved al- 
moft to tears. 

Mr. Damer a (hort time afterwards took his* 
leave, and went to the coffee- hou&, where he 
had appointed Mr. Courteney to meet him. He 
was foon. followed by the. young gentleman», 

whofew: 
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fihofe mind was under great agitations on bfs' 
lifter's account. 

•< One would hardly imagine," faid Mr; Damer 
to him, fmiling^ " that you have juft been do^ 
'^^dared heir to a good eflate, you look like one 
^^ difappointed and unhappy.?' 

"I am indeed difappointed, fir,'* replied Mr. 
Courteney; *«I had laid a plan to make my 
•'fiftcr and my frfcnd liappy : but my aunt's 
•«- partiality has broke all my meafores for the* 
"prefent.!* 

« Then you intend^" Bid Mr. Damer, who had* 
taken particular notice of his laft words, " to^* 
<< make fome addition to your fifter's fortuney^ 
<^ when the eilate comes into your hands ? 

^ Certainly, fir, (replied Mr. Courteney) I 
«* ihould but 111 deferve it, if I did not." 

** It muft be confefled (rcfumed Mr. Danier)' 
*• that you are a very good brother.** 

<< AH that lean do for myiiiler, fir, (faid he/ 
** will be but bare juftice ; but your gcnerofity to. 
«* her can never be enough admired." 

*^ No more of. that," interrupted Mr. Damer. 
•< I love your fifter: flie is a worthy young wo- 
<< man ; I am grieved to think fo noble a match 
^ for.ber, fliould meet with any obftrui^on for 

"the. 
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^ the want of a fortune. What do you think 
** the duke will cxpca?'* 

«* The lady he has propofcd. to his fon, fir,*' 
faid Mr. Courteney, *^ has twenty thoufand 
" pounds ; and it would have been my pride and 
** happinefs to have prevailed with my aunt to 
'• make my fitter's fortune equal to that." 

" Is it poffible !'* cried Mr. Darner, furpriftd. 
^* Why fifteen thoufand pounds is at lead one 
•• third of your aunt's fortune ?" 

« My fitter," faid Mr, Courteney, « has a 
** right to expeft it. The whole would 
*^ have been her's but for (bme unlucky '^acci- 
^f dents, and the ftrange partiality of lady Mea- 
<* dows for me. AH that I can now do is, to let 
** the marquis know, that my filttei will have 
^* ten thoufand pounds paid on the day of 
<< her marriage, and ten thoufand more on the 
*^ death of her aunt. The duke loves money ; 
^< and I greatly doubt whether all his fon's foli* 
*^ citations will make him reliib this reverfionary 
^* ten thoufand pounds." 

*» We will not put it to the hazard,** inter- 
rupted Mr. Darner j.^^ fince you are determined to 
*' aa thu&generoufly by your fitter, I will bjr 
<'4omi the money myCelf, and all the fecuriiy' 
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^< I reqwe» is jrourbood for the re-pajrment of 
<* it, when your aunt's eftate comes into your 
*• pofleffion. 

Mr. Courtcncy was fo overwhelmed with fur* 
prife, joy, and gratitude, for this unexpeftcd, 
noble offer, that, during ibtne moments, he. 
was unable to utter a word. But this filence», 
accompanied with looks the moft'expreilive that 
can be imagined, was more eloquent than any , 
language could be* ^ Recovering himfelf at laft,.^ 
he was beginning to pay the warmeft acknow* 
ledgments ; butMr« Damer would not fufier hh» 
toprooeedw 

«< I am iQipatifB*. (&ki .be) for the eonckifioil^ 
«< of this affnir. Wrtteto you» frfeMJ iiMie- ' 
<« diatel/^ and htrlam haow that yiowr fiitec^' 
<• g^iim will treat wkk d» Ailta hk fiiCher^^ 
** wbcmvet He (rfeafta.'' 

Mr. Courtcncy, at his reiterated requeft, took' 
leave of him) an4 went home ^ in order to com'' ' 
smoicate thWjoyfd news to hb friend. Heat- 
ing that ladj Meadows and his fifter were en* ' 
gaged in company, he went to hb owti apart« 
miBtf and wacic aihort letter to fhemarqiri^^ 
in whidi he aoquainted him, that, hfe fiAet « 
being reflored to the faroiicof. her auiit» he ia^* 
H w V. 10 his powet to ifiice^ hkttt <ihfl«3Uie coo^ 
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ttnued in the fame (entimeiit* tofrerda her, ahd 
could prevail with his grace to aiithorife them b; 
his cotifent, he was itnpowered by her aunt and > 
her guardian, to declare that her fortune would ^ 
be twenty thoufand pounds. 

Having feakd and difpatched thU letter to th^' 
poll, he joined the company below ftai)^, with- 
looks fo full of f^tisfadion, and a behaviour 
aniogated with fuch extraordinary gaiety, that' 
lady Meadows was more than ever delighted with 
him, concluding that the noble provinon* ih# 
had made for him, was the fource of hts joy : 
but Henrietta^ who knew her brother betttr^ 
and who befides faw fometbtng particular in* 
thofe looks, which he from time t6 time gave ^ 
her, felt ftrange fluttering^ in her gentle bofom ;: 
hopes dieckcd as ibon as formed ; wilbes (uf^* 
prefled as they rofe. In thefe perturbations,, 
£he palled that nighjt and the three foUowiiig' 
days. « 

Mean time the marquis, tewing received Mr^' 
Conrtetiey's lettev, was fo fttrpri&d at this fuddea 
i change in the fortune of Henrietta, that he: 
read it over ieveral tioies before be could per-*/ 
fuade himfelf wb«t he bw was reaK His firft* 
emotioas were aU txznfpoit : every obfiade toa 
)uftjmH»|ft«as fxm. cesnovedi smdhemig^ 

foUcit^ 
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folicit his father** confent, with a certainty al- 
moft of not being denied. Yet a fentimcnt of 
delicacy and tendernels made him regret, that 
it was not in his power to convince Henrietta 
ofthedifmtereftcdnefiof hislove, and for fome 
nmnents rendered him infenfibic of his prefent 
happi neis. 

The duke came into his chamber, while he 
was reading the letter the twentieth time, and 
fo intently^ that he did not perceive his en- 
trance. When fuddcnly raifing his eyes, and 
feeing hit father, who, iiifpeding that this 
letter, which be feemcd to read with fo much 
emotion, came from his miftrefs, was looking* 
earneftlyonhim^ 

•* O ! my lord (cried he) there is nothing 
** wanting to make me perfcftly happy, but your 
** confent to my marriage 'vnth mifs Coutfeney. 
*' See, my lord, what her brother writes : her 
** brother, who till now has fo obftihately op- 
^^pofed mypaffioQ]'' 

The duke took th^ letter out of his hands, 
and having read il^ returned it to him again 
without fpeakiog a word, and walked to the 
other end of the room. The marquis, who faw 
QOthing unfavourable in his looks, followed him^ 
«ad> throvrifljg himlelf at his feet, conjured him 

not 
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not to oppore bis happindfs any longer. The 
duke defired time to confider; buthis ion woufil 
not give over his folicitations, till he bad ob- 
tained leave of him to vifit mils Courteney, and 
to declare that bis addrdles bad the iandiion of 
his^confent* 

The happy marquis gave orders inftantly for 
his poft-chaife to be got ready, which his fa- 
ther at firft did not oppofc : but, after rcfle<aing 
a little, 

^^ Can you. not rein in your impatience for a 
«< few day? ?" faid he to him j ** I intend to be 
<< in town next week : 1 ihall then have ap 
«* opportunity of feeing the young lady (an<j, 
** fince you are fo obflinately bent upon the 
<^ match) of talking^ to her aynt and her guar* 
««dian/' 

The macquis would not difoblige his father^ 
by making any objedions to this little delay, 
grievous as it was to him ; - but retired to write 
to Mr. Courteney, whom he acquainted with 
the duke's intentions, and, anticipating the 
tender name of brother, poured out his whole 
heart in the warmed expreffions of love, friend- 
A'P> j^y> ^ ^^^y ^^^ tmotioD with which he 
was agitated. 

Mr, 
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• Mr.' CoartfiM^ having communicated this 
Jetter ta Mr* Darner, he agreed ifaat it was ne* 
ceflaiy to make lady Meadows acqiMifited with 
the fteps tiiey had taken in die afiair. She en- 
tered with a goodgraee ineo tiie generous deTipis 
cf her nephew in favour of bis lifter.. 

«^ If I bad done more for her," faid {he to 
him, fm'ding,; ^^ you would not have had an 
«< epfK)rtuntty of doing fo much." Mr. Cour- 
teney kifled her hand with a tender and rerpe3*> 
fut aic 

<< Go,*' find fbe, with a look that ihewed 
flie was highly pleafed ; *< gO) and tell your 
<* fifter this good news ; and tell her alfb that 
*«' I am impatient to embrace and congratulate 
«hcr/* 

Mr. Courteney willingly obeyed her. He 
went to Henrietta's apartment, and, feeing her 
fitting penfive and melancholy, * he began to 
rally her upon her tcndernefs for the marquis. 
Sbe bore it with great fweetnei^, but not with« 
out fome furprife ; for her brother was ufed to be 
verydcKcate and referved upon that (ubjeft. By 
-degrees he affumed a more ferious tone ; and at 
length gave her to underfland, that the mar- 
<|uis was now ipermttted by his father to pay his 
addrd&s to her. 

Hen* 
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> Henrietta Uuibed and tnmUed from the mo^ 
tnent her brother b^ui to ^ak ta her in % 
fnrioua iMimer. Het ein<3«ioAs increaftd as he 
proceeded ; yet fte Ubodiied to conceal them, 
till Mr. Cowtency, explaining .Id her what Mr. 
Darner bod done bx her, vafaicb neceffiirily m» 
ckided his own generous gift, that innate deli- 
cacy which had focced Iter joy to be filent» fyf- 
fered her- gratitude to ihew ftfelf in the moft 
lively expreffioos. Lady Meadows came into 
theroom^ and gav,e a feafoiiable interruption to 
thefe ten^der efFufions.of Jier heart, which Mr. 
Cpiirteaey had Iffiened to with a kind of painful 
fleafure. Sheemhrac^d her niece, and congra- 
tulated her on |>er bfipj^ fortune. 

Mifs Courteney, who had now reaibn to ex- 
.pcd a vifit from the nxarquis, was not much fur^^ 
prifed a {^ days afterwards ta fte his^ ^wps^ 
a( the doo(. After a few moments converfatioa 
with Mr, Courteney, be was introduced to lady 
Meadows, who received him with great refpe^l. 
Henrietta blulhed a little when he appeared, but 
recover^ herfelf, and received the tender and 
refpeflful compliment he made hi:r. with her 
ufual grace. 

A great deal of company coming in foon af- 
terwards, . he found means to engage her apart 
for a quarter of an hour. Their converfaticm 

was 
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was fucb as might be expeded between per&na. 
oft their fenfe and politenefs, who loved each 
•other with the utmoft tenderoefs, and now for 
the &ft time bw themfelves at liberty to declare 
their iemiments. Henrietu did not icruple to 
own to the man, who had fo ndbly merited 
her efteem, that.her heait bad received a moft 
tender impr^on for him ; and this ibft acknow- - 
ledgment completed her lover^s fielicity. 

Mr. Courteney waited upon the duke the 
next morning, and had the pleafure to hear from 
his own mouth, that he was entirely fatisfied* 
with his ion's proceedings. His grace vifited 
4ady Meadows the fame day ; and was (b 
charmed with Henrietta, that he fcarce difco- 
vered lefs impatience than his Ion, for the con- 
clufion of the marriage. * Every thing being 
agreed on between the duke and Mr, Darner, with 
regard to fettlements, the writings were drawn 
up with all convenient fpeed, and a day ap- 
pointed for the marriage. 

Lady Meadows, though a Roman catholic, 
allowed the ceremony to be performed at her 
houfe : after which the new • married pair, 
with the old lady, the duke, Mr. Damer, and 
Mr. Courteney, fet out for his grace's countfy* 
fcat. 

The 
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The charming marchioncfe did not make 
bcr firft. public appearance in town till late lA 
the enfuing winter -, when her beauty, her fulf- 
ferings, her virtue, and her good fortune, were 
for a long time the fubjedls of converfation«. 

Mr. Courteney, happy in the tx)nfcious in- 
tegrity of his heart, happy in the ardent affec- 
tion of his fifter and the marquis, and thc- 
eftcem Of all who knew him, was, by the 
death of lady Meadows, which happened a 
few months after his fitter's marriage, enabled" 
to difcharge bis obligations to Mr, Darner. Hi& 
generofity was not long unrewarded : an opu*- 
Jcnt heirefs fell defperately- in love with hitm ^ 
flic was related to the duke, who intertfted 
himfelf fo warmly 'in the affair, that the mar*^ 
rtage was foon concluded. 

Lord B y, as has. been obferved already^ 

lived very, unhappy with his plebeian lady. 
The fight of the charming Henrietta renewed 
bis paffion. Tortured with remorfe, difappoint- 
ment, and defpair, he had recourfe to tbe^ 
bottle, and fell an early facrifice to intempe- 
rance. 

Mife Wpodby, who had always a violertt 
paffion for a red-coaty liftened to the figh«' 
Vol. II, P 
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of a young cadet, and married him in a week 
after their firft acquaintance. Her excufe for 
this precipitancy was, that the lovely youth 
would certainly have ftabbed himfelf, if (he 
had delayed his happioefi any longer* With 
part of her fortime he bought a commiifion, 
and fpent the reft in a few months. After 
which, he went abroad with his regiment^ 
leavings her, in an obfcure retirement, to. be- 
wail his abfence, and footh her love^fick heart 
with hopes that he would return more paf- 
Jknate than ever^ and lay all his laurels at he^ 
feet. 

MifsBelmour, forfakenby hes lover, became 
^ profelyte to the Roman catholic reUgion, and 
retired to a convent, where the nuns wrought 
her up to fiich a degree of cnthufiafin, that ihe 
fettled her whole fortune upon the community, 
and took the veil ; but fooi^ afterwards, repent- 
ing of this rafl) ftep, (he died of grief, rembrfe, 
and difappointment. 

Mrs. Willis was generoufly rewarded by Ac 
marchioneis, for the many kind and faithful fer- 
vices flie had received from her : and Mr. Da- 
rner, who highly efteemed her for her behaviour 
to his beauteous ward, fettled her husband in fucb 
an advantageous way, that in a few'^ years ht 
made a confiderable fortune^ 

4 ' Th« 
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The younger Mr. Darner found, in the incef> 
fant clamours of a jealous wife, a fuiScient pu- 
nHbment for his treacherous defigns on Hen- 
rietta ; and it was not without great difficulty 
that he was reftored to his father's favour. 

Every branch of the Courteney family made 
frequent advances towards a reconciliation 
with the marchionefs.and her brother : but gene- 
rous as they were, they had too juft a fenfe of 
the indignities they had fufFered from them, to 
admit of it; and, in this fieady refentment, they 
had, as it ufually happens with fuccefsful perfons, 
the world on their fide. . 



The END. 
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